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HUMANISM IN GEOGRAPHY

Humanism in Geogr aphy: M ethodology and Themesin Humanistic Geogr aphy
Humanistic geography devel oped dueto adeep dissatisfaction with the mechani stic model s of spatial
sciencethat had devel oped during the quantitativerevol ution. The cultura and historica geographersattacked
thepositivismfromtheearly 1970s. Infact, it wasarejection of the geometric determinism inwhich men
and women were made to respond automatically to thedictatesof universal spatia structuresand abstract
gpatia laws. Thefollowersof spatia science (positivists) treated people asdotson amap, dataon agraph,
and number inan equation.

It was at the sametimeaclaim for ahuman geography with the human being at itsvery centre, apeople’'s

geography, about the real people and for the peopl€e’ to develop human being for al.One of the first

geographersto attract awide audience with hisadvocacy of ahumanistic approachwasKirk (1951). But,
itwas Tuan (1976) who argued for humanistic geography. Theterm * humani stic geography’ wasused for
thefirst timeby Yi- Fu-Tuanin 1976. Thefocus of humanistic geography ison peopleand their condition.

For Tuan, humanistic geography wasaperspectivethat disclosed the complexity and ambiguity of relations

between people and place (man and environment).

e Humanistic geography givescentra and activeroleto human awvarenessand human agency, human
consciousnessand human credtivity. Itisan attempt at understanding meaning, valueand the human
sgnificanceof lifeevents. Inthe humanistic strand, theintent hasbeen to understand and recognizethe
dignity and humanity of theindividud.

e Humanistsexplainandinterpret man and spacerdationship mainly with historica gpproach. Humanism
doesnot treat humansasmachines. Itisasubjectivegoproach whichamsat verstehn, a anunderstanding
of manin hisenvironment. Humanismisaconviction that men and women can best improvethe
circumstancesof their livesby thinking and acting for themsealves, and especially by exercising their
capacity fo reason (Ralph, 1981).

e Asdated above, humanismingeography developed asacriticism againgt positivism and quantitative
revolution ingeography. The basi c objection of humanistsagainst quantitativerevolutionisthat itstools
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and assumptionsdo not adequately explain humanworld and humanissues, especidly thoserelating to
socid ingtitutions, attitudes, morals, customs, traditionsand aesthetics.

e Humanistic geographersproposethat reasoning in humanistic geography should conserve contact with
theworld of everyday experience and recognize, if not celebrate, the human potentid for credtivity.
Thefollowersof thisapproach consider geography as* the study of the earth asthe home of man”.

e Humanistic geography isthusnot an earth scienceinitsultimateam. It belongsto the humanitiesand
thesocial sciencesto the extent that they all sharethe hope of providing an accurate picture of the
humanworld. In humanitiesthescholarsgainingght into the human world by focusing what man does
supremey well intheartsand logical thought. Infact, in humanities, knowledge of humanworldis
acquired by examining socid ingtitutions. Theseingtitutions can be viewed both asexample of human
inventivenessand asforceslimiting thefreeactivity of individuas.

e Humanistic geography achievesan understanding of the humanworld by studying people' srelation
with nature, their geographical behaviour aswell astheir feelingsand ideasin regard to spaceand
place.

e Humanistsreject thereduction of space and placeto geometrical conceptsof surface and point as
perceived and preached by the positiviststhrough the methodol ogy of quantitative techniques. Place
(landscape, region) isakey concept in humanistic geography. Much humanisticwriting isdevoted to
illustrating and clarifying space. From ahumani stic perspective, the meaning of aplace (landscape,
region) isinseparablefrom the consciousness of those (men) who inhabit it. The scopeof placeasa
concept varies according to the extens on of thethoughts, feelings and experiencesthat makethe
consciousnessof inhabitants.

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE:

Although humanismin geography istraced back to Vidal de Lablache' swritings, itsreal beginningis

attributed to the Kantian philosophy. Kant asserted:

History differsfrom geography only in consideration of time and space. Theformer (history) isareport of

phenomenathat follow oneanother and hasreferencetotime. Thelatter (geography) isreport of phenomena

beside each other in space. History isanarrative, geography adescription.
Geography and history fill up the entire circumference of our perception: geography that of space,
history that of time.

The humanistic approach in geography became popular by French geographers, especially Febvreand

Vidal delaBlache. The school of possibilism advocated the view that the physical environment provides
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the opportunity for arange of possible human responses and that people have considerable discretion to

choose between them. The possibilistsemphasized that “ natureisnever morethan an adviser” and that the

milieuinternereveaed the human being as*” at once both activeand passive’. Vida delaBlache swritings,
however, bear many of thehalmarksof functionalismand pragmatism, and Vida himsalf regarded human

geography as a natural science. Sauer wrote of the phenomenology of landscape in 1925. In 1936,

Wooldridge claimed that historical geography must seek to view the countrysidethrough the eyesof the

farmer. In 1947, John Wright introduced the term geosophy as part of his contention that geographical

knowledgeispart of thementa stock of all humans.

In 1939, Hartshorne pleaded the cause of humanistic geography in hisbook, The Nature of Geography.
He accepted that geography’ sbasic task was essentially Kantanian:

Geography and history aredikein that they areintegrating sciences concerned with studying theworld.

Thereis, therefore, auniversal mutua rel ation between them, eventhough their basesof j integrationarein

asense opposite-geography interms of earth space, history in terms of periods of time (Hartshorne,

1939).

Subsequently, it wasKirk (1951) and Tuan (1976) who laid astrong foundation of humanismin geography.
Thereviva of humanismingeography inthe 1970sowed much to adeep dissatisfaction withthemore

mechani stic model sdevel oped during the* quantitativerevolution’ . For thisreasons, itsearly stepswere

made alongside ‘ behavioura geography’; but the two soon parted company and humanistic geography
cameto recognizethe essentia subjectivity of both theinvestigator and theinvestigated.

Over the past decade humani stic geography hasmoved far fromits previousposition. It hasadvanced
fromitsearly attack on positivism to make an assault on structuralism (man isbound in socio-economic
and politicd structures). Moreover, it hasdevel oped amoreincisive and logical methodology for empirica
investigation.

Theanarchismof Kropotkinand Reclusand their writingswerea so thetypical examplesof humanism.

Theapproaches of Fleure and Herbertson were also humanistic.

Themethodology of humanistsischaracterized with:

e A sdf-consciousdriveto connect with that special body of knowledge, reflection and substance about
human experience and human expression, about what it meansto beahuman being onthisearth,
namely, thehumanities.

e |tsmethodsareessentialy thoseof literary criticiam, aestheticsand art history. It isessentially based on

hermeneutics (thetheory of interpretation and clarification of meanings).
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o |[tsinterestistherecovery of placeand theiconography (thedescription and interpretation of landscape
to disclosetheir symbolic meanings), of landscape.

e Inother words, theinterpretation of thelandscape asacarrier and repository of symbolic meaning,
widening thetraditiona definitionsof iconography—the study,description, catal oguing and
collectiverepresentation of portraitureasreveaing of the prevailing aesthetic of an age—toincludethe
landscape specificdly.

e [tlaysemphasison participant observation, interviewing, focusgroupsdiscussion, filmed approaches
andlogical inferences, rather than tatistical and quantitative techniquesfor establishing correlation
between people and place (environment).

e [tisaphilosophy which seeksto disclosetheworld asit showsbefore scientificinquiry, asthat which
ispre-given and presupposed by the sciences.

e Humanistsarguethat ‘ objectification’ isnever thesmpleexercisewhich conventiona formsof
science assumethemto be.

Themesin Humanistic Geography :

Scientific approacheslike positivism, empiricism, and quantification tend to minimizetherole of human

awareness and knowledge. Humanistic geography, by contrast, especially tries to understand how

geographical activitiesand phenomenareved thequality of human awareness. Humani stic geography does
not consider human being asan ‘ economic man.

The propounder of humanistic geography (Tuan) explored fivethemesof genera interest to geographers,

namely: (i) geographical knowledge (personal geographies), (ii) territory and place, (iii) crowding and

privacy, (iv) livelihood and economics, and (v) religion.

Geographica Knowledge (Persona Geographies):

Manisthe superior form of lifeand hasspecid capacity for thought and reflection. Theprimary task of
humanistic geographers, therefore, isthe study of articul ated ideas (geographical knowledge). Ingenerd,
broadly conceived knowledge of geography isnecessary to biological surviva. All animalsmust haveit,
and eventhe migratory birds have amental map.

The people (who arenot trained in geography) have abroad range of ideasregarding space, location,
place and resources. All human groups possess such idess, though their degree of articul ation varieswidely
from group to group. For example, some primitive peoplelikethe Polynesians of the Pacific Idandsare

ablecartographers, where asmaterially more advanced peopl e, |ack the concept of map and map-making.
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Territory and Place Territory and placeisa so animportant animal instinct. Some speciesof animals, like
honeybeg, tiger, lion, etc., defend their living space against intruders. They behave asthey regard certain
areasastheir own; they appear to have asense of territory. Human attitudes and attachment to territory
and to place bear aclear resemblanceto those of other animals. All animals, including human beings,
occupy and use space.

A song-bird, perched high on atree, is able to survey the entire area that it takes to be its own.
Contrary to thismammal living closeto the ground cannot survey awholearea. Their wholeterritory isnot
bounded space but anetwork of pathsand places. Similarly, thefood huntersand gatherersgenerally do
not envisagethe boundary of their territory. Territory for them istherefore not circumscribed area, but
essentially anetwork of pathsand places. By comparison the shifting cultivatorsand settled cultivators
tend to have astrong sense of property and of the bounded space (territory).

Much morethan animal's, man devel ops emotional attachment to place ashe satisfieshisbiologica
needs (drinks, eat and rest). Moreover, in comparison to animalshe hasastrong memory. Heremembers
the past and thinks of thefuture. It isbecause of these feelingsthat he attaches so much importanceto
eventslikebirth and desth.

Conseguently, man becomes sentimental and attaches moreimportanceto hisbirthplace. How mere
gpace becomesanintensely human placeisatask of human geographersto exploreand explain according
to the preachers of humanistic geography.

Crowdingand privacy:

Crowding of aplaceleadsto physical and psychological stress. It has been observed that the behaviour of
animalsat acrowded place becomesabnormal. Sameisthe casewith man. Culture, socid institutionsand
infrastructures, however, help in reducing these stresses. For exampl e, peoplein crowded Hong Kong are
no moreproneto crimethan peopleliving inrel atively spaciousAmerican, European and Audtraian cities.
Contrary tothis, inthe Ka ahari Desert, the Bushmen are crowded by choice, and biologicd indicators of
stressare absent despitethe high density at placeswherewater isavailable.

Similarly, privacy and solitude a so affect the thinking processand decis on-making of apersonregarding
space. In solitude aperson createshisownworld. All people need privacy; the degreeand kind may vary.
Crowded conditionsmakeit difficult to escape the human gaze, and thereby adevel oped senseof sdif. In
solitude aperson creates hisown world; safefrom another’sgaze he seemsto sustain the existence of all

that he sees.
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Livelihood and Economics:

Man sustains himself by doing some economic and social activities. All human activities appear to be
economic and functional in the sensethat they support the socia system outside of which people cannot
live. Whether it isworship of the sacred cow or ritua human sacrifice, they may beshownto haveimportant
economic consequences, and hencethey are not beyond the economicrationale.

Whileworking for hislivelihood, man differentiates between life-sustaining and life-destroying activities.
Production of armaments, for example, isan economic activity that providesalivelihood for many workers,
but itscontributionto thesurviva of the speciesisindoubt. All peopleand professiond plannersplantheir
economic activitiesaccording to their knowledge and technol ogy. To what extent do planners make use of
economic theory and factsin reaching the decis on? How good are the results? Such questionsneed to be
asked by the humanistic geographers.

Religion:

Religionispresent at varying degreeinall cultures. It appearsto beauniversa trait. Inreligion human
beingsareclearly distinguished from other animds.

Religion (Latinreligare) meansto bind again, i.e., to bind onesalf strongly to aset of beliefs, faith, or ethic.
More broadly speaking, therdligiouspersonisonewho seeks coherenceand meaningin hisworld, anda
religious cultureisonethat hasaclearly structured world-view. Since everybody triesto understand
cosmosin hisownway, everybody isreligious. In other words, if religionisbroadly defined astheimpul se
for coherenceand meaning, then al human beingsarerdigious. Infact, at individud level, Albert Einstein
asowasardigiousperson. Thestrength of theimpul sevariesenormoudy from cultureto cultureand from
personto person. A humanistic approach to religionwould requirethat we should beaware of thedifferences
inthehuman desirefor coherence, and not how these are manifest in the organization of spaceandtimein
attitudeto natureor physical environment.

Thephilosophical departuresof Humanistictradition includes:

Phenomenology isaphilosophica gpproach that studieshuman consciousnessand experience. Geographers
began to adopt aspects of phenomenology inthe 1960sand 1970s, partly to challengethe abstraction and
generaization of prevailing spatia scientific gpproachesand partly to provideamoreinvigorated sense of
human agency within geographical theory. Phenomenol ogical approachesemphasi zethe significance of
human subjectivity, the complexity of geographical knowledge production, and, in some quarters, the

search for shared categories through which the world may be apprehended. In recent years
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phenomenological approacheshavebeen critiqued for an overemphasison human subjectivity, whilesome
have questioned the extent to which phenomenological philosophy challengesthe positivism of spatial
science.

Existentialism isaphilosophy that emphasizesindividual existence, freedom and choice. Itistheview
that humansdefinetheir own meaninginlife, and try to makerational decisionsdespiteexistinginan
irrational universe. It focuseson the question of human existence, and thefedling that thereisno purposeor
explanation at the core of existence. It holdsthat, asthereisno God or any other transcendent force, the
only way to counter thisnothingness (and henceto find meaning inlife) isby embracing existence.

| dealism isthe metaphysical and epistemological doctrinethat ideas or thoughts make up fundamental
redlity. Essentially, itisany philosophy which arguesthat the only thing actudly knowableis consciousness
(or the contents of consciousness), whereaswe never can be surethat matter or anything inthe outside
worldredly exigts. Thus, theonly real thingsarementd entities, not physica things(whichexist only inthe
sensethat they are perceived).

Idealismisaform of Monism (asopposed to Duaism or Pluralism), and standsin direct contrast to other
Monist beliefssuch asPhyscalismand Materiaism (which hold that the only thing that can betruly proven
to existisphysical matter). Itisalso contrasted with Realism (which holdsthat things have an absolute
existence prior to, and independent of, our knowledge or perceptions).

Idealismisalabel which coversanumber of philosophical positionswith quite different tendenciesand
implications, including Subjective | dealism, Objectiveldealism, Transcendental |dealism and Absolute
|dealism, aswell as several more minor variantsor rel ated concepts (see the section on Other Types of
Idealism below). Other labels which are essentially equivalent to Idealism include Mentalist and
Immateridiam.

Typesof Idealism:

Episemological | dealism assertsthat mindsareawareof, or percelve, only their ownideas(representations
or mental images), and not externa objects, and thereforewe cannot directly know thingsin themselves, or
thingsasthey redly are. All wecan ever haveknowledgeabout istheworld of phenomend human experience,
and thereisno reason to suspect that reality actually mirrorsour perceptionsand thoughts. Thisisvery
sgmilar tothedoctrine of Phenomenalism.

Actual Idealism isaform of Idealism devel oped by the Italian philosopher Giovanni Gentile (1875 -
1944) that contrasted the Transcendental 1dedlism of Kant and theAbsolute ldedlism of Hegdl. Hissystem

saw thought asall-embracing, and claimed that no-one could actually |eavetheir sphere of thinking, or
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exceed their own thought. Hisideaswerekey to hel ping the Fascist party consolidate power inltaly, and

gave Fascism much of its philosophical base.

Practical Idealismisapoalitica philosophy which holdsit to bean ethical imperativetoimplement ideds

of virtueor good (it isthereforeunrelated to Idealisminitsother senses). Itsearliest recorded usewasby

MahamaGandhi ,athoughitisnow oftenusedinforeign policy andinternationd relations, whereit purports

to beapragmatic compromise between political realism (which stressesthe promotion of astate’ snarrow

and amoral self-interest), and political idealism (which aimsto usethe state’' sinfluence and power to
promote higher liberal idealslike peace, justice and co-operation between nations).

Thisapproach has, however, been criticized on morethan onegroundsasbel ow.

In humani stic geography, asdiscussed above, central importanceisgiventotheactor’s(man’s) definition

and behaviour for examining the socid world. Theresearcher needsto discover theactor’ sdefinition of the

situation, namely, hisor her perception and interpretation of reality and how theserelateto behaviour. In
other words, the researcher must be able to seetheworld asthe actor seesit.

e A generd criticismof humanistic geography isthat theinvestigator can never know for surewhether
onehasactually succeeded in providing true explanation. Undoubtedly, one can never know with
certainty that ahumanistic explandaionistrue; the sameobjection may beraised to positividts, quantitative
and theoretical approaches. Thetheoretical physicist can never be certain of histheories. Infact, the
history of natural scienceislargely ahistory of abandoned theories. Yet progress hasbeen made,
becausewith thefailureof old theories, new more powerful oneshave emerged.

e Thesecond criticism of humanistic geography isthat on methodological groundsit separates physca
geography from human geography. In physical geography, the scientific techniques can be applied for
theory and model s building and hypothesestesting asit mainly deal swith non-living objects. Contrary
tothis, in human geography, such quantitativetechniquesmay not givetheauthentic and religbleresults
asthebehaviour of man variesin space and time. The dichotomy of physical geography and human
geography isthusharmful for the growth and devel opment of the discipline. Thisdualism haseroded
the geographical core of the subject—theunity of the subject.

e Inhumanistic geography whichislargely based on participant observation, it isdifficult to develop
theory, abstraction, generdization and spatia geometry. Thus, it hasno sound and vaid methodol ogical
base asit involves more subjective than objectiveresearch.

¢ Thereisinggnificant emphasison applied research. For example, it doesnot giveemphasison applied

research or policy related to thelocation of industry, locational analysisof land useand crop intensity.
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Theindifferencetowardsapplied research may destroy the base of the subject. The potential dangersare
greater because other disciplineshave been more effective at academicimperiaism than geography. For
example, applied research on the economics of location (economic geography) isin danger of being
consumed within economics; research on climatic variability might be swallowed by atmospheric physics,
research on dope and soil might be absorbed by engineering soil mechanics, and soon.

e Humanistic geography doesnot offer aviabledternativeto, nor apre-suppositionlessbasisfor,
scientific geography. Rather, the humani st approach isbest understood asaform of criticism (Entrikin,
1976).

e Humanist gpproachis’ methodol ogicaly obscure . Thegoa sof understanding man’smeaningful
experienceseemtolead to asituationinwhichany methodisacceptable. Itisnot apractica philosophy
asitinvolvesthinking rather than practica activity. ltsmethodol ogy isecl ectic and sourcesof interpretation
arenumerousand thereforeit becomesdifficult to ascertaintheredity.

Most of thecriticismsof humanistic geography are, however, ill-founded. Isit not afact that all history is

thehistory of human thought? The geographicd redlity of aplaceor region may beappreciably understood

through participant observation and socid interaction, by giving central and activeroleto human awareness,
and human agency.

THE CONCEPT OF SPACEAND PLACE
The conceptsof place and space havevaried throughout therecent history of  geography, specifically

with phenomenol ogy and humanistic geography. Entrikin (1991*) hasillustrated quitewel | theideagrounded

inthe humanistic discipline by dividing placeinto objective and subjective. The subjectivedimension
embracesindividualistic meanings attached to place basically in therepresentational level whereasthe
objectivedenotestothe’ naturaistic qualitiesof place'.

However, thisapproach hasbeen criticized for variousreasons. Firstly, authorsfollowing the non-
representationa approach have been debating the understanding of subjective character only onthemental
level, leaving aside sensual and physical performancesin place. Secondly, inhisbasic assumptionwhen
assuming that the observer and the observed are somehow detached. The phenomenological approach,
according to him, rather seekswaysto understand how thetwo polar opposites can be brought together
rather than to comprehend that placeisaunity containing withinitself different aspects. However, inour
opinionthisbinary gpproachin humanigtic disciplineismainly used to lead attention to meaningswhich had
been neglected prior to thisapproach. Still, the way meanings are brought to the analysisneedsfurther
attention.
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Lefebvre(1991) chalenged the binary notion by introducing thethird term. L efebvre, arguethat space
isunderstood as physical and socia landscape whichisimbued with meaning in everyday place-bound
social practicesand emergesthrough processesthat operate over varying spatial and temporal scales.
Threedifferent scalesaredistinguished. Firstly, perceived space, which includes both the emotiona and
behaviora bubbleswhichinvisibly surround peopl €' sbodiesaswell ascomplex spatial organization of
practicesthat shape action spacesin househol ds, buildings, neighborhoods, villages, cities, regions, nations,
theworld economy and global geopolitics. Secondly, conceived spacerefersto our knowledge of spaces
whichisprimarily produced by discourses of power and ideology constructed by professionalssuch as
planners, engineers, researchersetc. Eventually, third spaceisthe space where all the spacesareand
wherethe subjectivity and objectivity, the abstract and the concrete etc. meet. Thisencompassesat the
sametimethe space of usersin everyday life, the mental space, the space influenced by wider social,
economic and political processesetc.

The postmodern approach has even more emphasized the inseparabl e character of place. Despite
their focusbeing on socio-spatial relationsintheir TPNS (territory, place, network, scale) model, the
model presentshow place hasal so been approached in different times. Although the presence of placein
theframework may bemisguiding, inthiscontext it actualy denotes morethe specificlocation. Thereare
different approaches used s multaneoudy when investigating place— place should be viewed as specific
location, asawider territory, asconsisting of networksand finally extending over different scales.

Placefor usissocialy constructed and operating, including interaction between people and groups,
indtitutionalized land uses, palitica and economic decisons, and thelanguage of representation. Thisdefinition
already stressesthat place should belooked at interdisciplinary, however, authorsclaim that there are
someshortagesin the current research. Firgtly, theliterature of placemaking mainly dealswithwider scales
and especially authorsinvestigating global influences on placesrarely engage with thetopicsof place
meaning nor identity . Global processesare viewed only ashaving material influenceson placesand not
having to do anything with ever changing place meanings.

Auburnand Barnes (2006) have suggested dividing the meaning-making processinto four categories:
personal, local, national and supranational. To clarify thefollowing the article authors have used this
categorization, although we suggest that these categories are more constructed than natural . All these
different scalesfinally mix throughindividual consciousness. The meaningswhich aperson attachesto

placesaresmilarly influenced by persona experiencesand global palitics.
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Finally, the connection between the place meanings and identity al so needsto be reviewed. Place
identity, when using thes mplest clarification, characterizes peopleasmeaning characterizesplaces. People's
identitiesare created through defining themselvesin relation to places . Asmeaning-making, also this
processtakesplaceinacomplex pattern of consciousand unconsciousidess, beliefs, preferences, memories,
idess, fedlings, values, goa sand behaviora tendenciesand skillsrelevant to thisenvironment
Supranational placemaking, placemeanings

Recently alot of literaturefocuses on globaization and the global scae of places. Globalization, may
well havediminated space but not place, which meansthat nolonger locational advantageisimportant but
instead place based characters, in determining therel ative attractiveness of placefor capital. Heeven goes
asfar asstating that actually globa economy creates moreinequalitiesand differencesbetween places, by
preferring some and neglecting other places. Also, that globalization devel ops porosity of place —
communication with other places, thatisvita for thesurviva of regionsand communities.

Globalization influencesthe meanings of states. For instance, the so-called Third World stateshave
becomethe depository, container or low-cost production sitesin Western paradigm, some placeshave
acquired themeaning of demand nodesetc. Globaization changesthemeaningsof placesontheindividua
level aswell, for example, people’ sevaluation of global businesses depends on how they (state, region)
seethe globalization, whether asdestructiveforceto regionality, or asforce which gives prosperity to
everyoneetc.

Oneexampleof supranationa placemakingisalsothediscourse of researchersand planners. Probably
themost obviousexampleishigh-modernismideas about city planning whichinfluenced the destiny of
variouscities. Not only did the discourseintend to changethe physical form of citiesbut also the practices
that were performed by individual sby introducing zoning policies. Today those discourses continueto
influence the meanings attached to placesin various scales a so through the regimes of so called ideal
landscapes. Researchersare starting to more and moreintervenein planning policiesand thereexist awide
literature on place making which isused by community making throughout theworld .

Supranational place making a so comprisesthe meaningsthat unite different groups based on age,
gender, religion . For example home hasbeen throughout the hi story associated withwomen. Thesemeanings
can differ between variousregionsaswell, catholic church hastotally different meaningsinWarsaw or in
Israel but asoin Northern Ireland and Republic of Ireland.

Finally, the contribution of Relph (1976*) should also be reviewed as he hasintroduced theterm

mass-identity which according to him refersto the meanings created by opinion-makersand provided
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ready madethrough media. Massidentitiesare not only based on symbolsand significances, but alsoon
stereotypes.
National placemaking

Friedmann hasvery thoroughly discussed how place making appearsinthelevel of state. State
createstheimagesof placesby congtraining everyday lifeby deciding what activitiesaredlowed at certain
times of the day or night, who may or may not be seen on the street, what forms of public behavior are
permitted and which arenot, what kind of traffic may circulate, what sort of structuresmay be built and for
what purposes. Stateisempowered to regulate everyday lifeinthe public spacesof thecity but, not only,
thestate also regulatesour privatelife by punishing usfor playingloud music at night etc. State' s presence
isat thesametimevisbleandinvisblethroughvariousingtitutionslikethe police, socid workers, surveillance
cameras, systemsof licensing and permits, standardsfor constructionsetc.

Different plans create spaces endowed with meaning by stating what their purposeisand how they
should beused. It also bringsout the conflict between the state and theindividual, although the state has
somehow regulated the use of its spacesthe actual activity of individualsdoesnot alwaysstay inthese
bordersand places often have alternative uses. State planning policiescan also act in more hidden ways.

The state policy asoinfluences national and other scalesof place making. For instanceif the state has
been following neo-liberal policiesthe communitiesare been assumed to take care of thelocal facilities.
Thiskind of policy aso creates more segregation whichinfluencesthe spatia character of thecities. Asa
result different districtsobtain variousmeanings.

L ocal placemaking

Regiond identity iscreated indigtinctivemanner, regionstry to distinguish themsdvesby naturd, culturd
elementsand inhabitants. In someway globa economy isreinforcing distinction becauseit now morethan
ever vauesdigtinctive charactersof placeinstead of position. Thesedistinctionsarea so used in discourses
of science, palitics, cultura activism. However such narrativesarenot only used for economic etc. purposes
but it also lets people create the sense of self by acknowledging who and what they are and sometimes
adopting ready-madeidentities.

Theseready-madeidentitiesare often created through historical association. Usualy common history
has not been directly experienced and isthus carried on by storiesand creating narrativesthemselves
(Thesenarrativescanaso actinthestatelevel). Narrativesarereinforced through traditiond activities. The
moreactively anindividua isinvolvedintraditiona activitiesthe stronger isthebond betweentheindividua
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and places. Another bounding character that influences peopl € sidentity iscommon culture. Cultureinvolves
common sociali zation processwhich takes placethrough sharing Similar experiences, sgnsand symbols.
Community making has complicated the rel ationship with place meanings. On one hand those sharing
similar experiencesand having common purposesunite under citizen movements, onthe other hand this
activity transformspreviousmeanings. Neighborhood organizationsusevariousnarrativessuch asprevioudy
discussed historica and cultural but also physica naturd and experimental . Placeframesare constantly in
transition and are remade by creating common ground for collective action and shaping peopl € sideas
about places. New meaningsare being created by bringing out common experiences, interestsand values.
Often however what ismore stressed upon arethe charactersthat distinguish peoplefrom others.
Individual placemaking

A lot of attention has been given to the meanings people attach to placesinindividual level and how it
contributesto their identity. One of thereasons, infact, why people give meaningsto placesisthe need to
discover and evolvetheir identity. Through some place peopl e can experiencereflection, introspection,
self-understanding etc. Individua’ sidentity may formin contribution to many placesand their meanings.

Sometimes places act asimportant markersin peopl €' slives. Places can acquire meaning through
sgnificant experiences (trauma, loss) and through the experiences of change and trangition (moving).

Places can become meaningful to peopl e because of therel ationsthey have had with other peoplefor
instance peopleliving there—friends, acquai ntances, rel atives (Gustafson, 2001*). Relationshipswith
other peopleareapart of collectivesdf definingasasoindividua placemaking through specid relationships
with only one or few persons. The connection, however, istwo fol ded — places can become meaningful
through socia relationshipsbut special placeshelp to create meaningful relationshipsaswell.

Placeshaveagrest roleinreminding usof our past. The connection to history that placesform extends
asalready mentioned over al the categories of place making. Ontheindividual level they act for usas
connectionswith specid timesor occasonsinour life. Placescan dso act contrary and reflect continuity in
our lives. But in other circumstances placesare val ued for somedecisionsand changesthat are connected
totheseand for interrupting continuity.

Placesare al so used for awaking certain feelingslike comfort, security, belonging, being anchored,

sdlf-expression, and freedom to be oneself.
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BEHAVIOURALISM IN
GEOGRAPHY

Behavioral Geography

Defining termsisan unusually important activity in the case of behavioral geography, sinceit hastwo
historically contingent meanings. Thefirst viewsit sensu lato asamovement with multidisciplinary
leaningsthat enjoyed itsgreatest influence between the years 1965 and 1980. Broadly overlapping with
what others variously referred to as ‘environmental perception’, ‘behavioral and perceptual
geography’ or ‘imagegeography’, behavioral geography emphasized therole of cognitive processes
in shaping decision making and behavior, for which reason its underlying approach was known
as ‘cognitive behavioralism’.

In essence, its proponents argued that people’s spatial behavior depended on how they understood
(perceived, cognized) theworld around them, but researchersvaried markedly in how they conceived and
tackled their subject matter. Someembraced * cognitive science’, examining regularitiesin human spatial
cognition and behavior and using their findings as abasisfrom which to generate theories about how
peoplemake decisonsand act in geographic space. Otherslooked to  humanistic’ approaches. Critical of
what they saw asthe reductioni st tendenciesstemming from scientificinquiry in general and mainstream
psychology in particul ar, they more often sought to understand human imagination and experienceholigticaly
than wishing to make overt connectionswith behavior.

The second and more contemporary meaning of behavioral geography definesit sensu strictoasa
subdiscipline of human geogr aphy. To some extent, thisdefinition arose by default. Tensions between
behaviord geography’s* cognitivescience’ and‘ humanistic' streamseventually led to thesetwo school sof
thought parting company by the early 1980s. Henceforth, theterm * behavioral geography’ described the
work of those previously associated with the* cognitive science’ wing and waslargely confined to North
America, whereit maintained an accepted but increasingly marginal presencein geographica researchand
intheundergraduate teaching curriculum.

Atfirst glancethe existence of thesetwo overlapping definitionswould seem of littlereal consequence, but
thefallureto differentiate betweenthemliesat the heart of the prevailing histori ographic misrepresentations
of behavioral geography. By the 1990sat least, the prevailing view was, first, that behavioral geography
wasprimarily alimited extenson of spatid scienceand, second, that thelimitationsof itsunderlying positivist
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philosophy led to it being challenged and replaced by aternative approaches. By failing to recognizeits
true scope asabroad movement that provided ahomefor nonpositivist aswell as positivist approaches
during the 1960sand 1970s, it becomes difficult to recognize behaviora geography’scontributionasa
forum that once nurtured what waslater termed * humanistic geography’ and, indeed, indirectly helped to
lay thefoundationsof the‘ new cultura geography’.

Historical Per spective:

In geography, behaviouralism hasalong history. Conscioudy or unconscioudly, the behavioura approach
has been adopted since thetime of Immanuel Kant. Inthelast decades of the 19th century, Reclus, the
French geographer, emphasized the point that in man- environment rel ati onship manisnot apassve agent.
Thelandscape school inAmerican geography focused on man asamorphol ogicad agent. Smilarly, advocates
of human geography—asatype of human ecol ogy—owed much to the possibilist philosophica position
(French Schooal) that stressed the significance of choicein human behaviour.

Sauer, theleading American historical geographer, aso recognized fully theimportant role played by man
inshaping hissocio-cultura environment by transforming and utilizing hisphysica surroundings. In1947,
Wright put emphasison behavioura approach for theinterpretation of man-natureinteraction. He proposed
that aprofitabledirection for geography would beto study geographica knowledgeinal itsforms, whether
contained informal geographical inquiriesor inthevast range of informal sources, such astravel books,
magazines, newspapers, fiction, poetry and painting. The works of Sauer, White and many others
demonstrate that people act according to habits and experience not asrational persons.

Wolpert (1964) concludedin hisdoctora thesisthat farmersface an uncertain environment—Dboth physical
and economic—when making land use decisions, which in aggregate produce aland use map. Wol pert
decided that thefarmerswere satisficersand not economic men. They behaveontheavailableinformation
and their image about the environment and the resource. Subsequently, Kirk (1952-1963) supplied one of
thefirst behavioural models. In hismodel, he asserted that in space and time the same information would
havedifferent meaningsfor peopleof different socio-economic, cultural and ethnic backgroundslivingina
smilar geographical environment. Eachindividua of asociety reactsdifferently to apieceof information
about the resource, space and environment. This point may be explained by citing an example.
Thefollowersof behavioural geography do not recognize man asarational person or an‘ economic man’

who alwaystriesto optimize his profits. Man always does not take into consideration the profit aspect
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while performing an economic function. Most of hisdecisionsare based on behavioural environment
(mental map) rather than onthe ' objectiveor rea environment’.
Theobjectivesof behavioural approach are
To develop model sfor humanity which wereaternativeto the spatia location theoriesdevel oped
through quantitativerevol ution;
To definethe cognitive (subjective) environment thisdeterminesthe decision-making process of man;
Tounfold the spatial dimensionsof psychologica and socid theoriesof human decision-making and
behaviour;
Toexplainthespatia dimensonsof psychological, socid and other theoriesof human decision-making
and behaviour;
To changein emphasi sfrom aggregate popul ationsto the di saggregate scal e of individua sand small
groups,
To search for methods other than the mathematical and Satistical that could uncover thelatent structure
indataand decis on-making;
To emphasize on processionrather than structural explanationsof human activity and physical
environment;
To generate primary dataabout human behaviour and not to rely heavily onthe published data; and
To adopt an interdisciplinary approach for theory-building and problem-solving.
Thefundamental argumentsof the behavioural geogr aphy to achievetheseobjectivesarethat:
People have environmenta images;
Thoseimages can beidentified accurately by researchers; and
Thereisastrong rel ationship between environmenta image and actua behaviour or the decision-
making processof man.
The behavioural approach in geography was introduced in the 1960s. Its origin can be traced to the
frugtration that waswidely felt with normative and mechani stic model sdevel oped with the help of quantitetive
techniques.
Thesenormativeand mechanistic modd saremainly based on such unred behaviourad postulatesas’ rationd
economic man’ and isotropic earth surface. In normative models, there arealways several assumptions,
and generaly the centre of attentionisaset of omniscient (having infiniteknowledge) fully rationa actors

(men) operating freely inacompetitive manner onisotropic plane (homogeneousland surface).
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Many normativemode sarethusgrossy unredidtic asthey ignorethe complexitiesof real world situations
and instead concentrate on idealized behavioura postul ate such asrationa economic man. Peoplebehave
rationaly, but within constraints—the culturesin which they have been sociaized to make decisions.
Behaviourd geography banksheavily on*behaviouralism'’. Behaviourdismisanimportant gpproach adopted
mainly by psychol ogistsand philosophersto andyzethe man-environment rel ationship. Thebehaviouristic
agpproachislargely inductive, aming to build generd statementsout of observationsof ongoing processes.
The essence of behavioura approach in geography liesinthefact that theway inwhich people behaveis
mediated by their understanding of the environment inwhich they liveor by the environment itself with
whichthey are confronted.
In behavioura geography, an explanation for man-environment problem isfounded upon the premisethat
environmental cognition and behaviour areintimately related. In other words, behavioura approach has
taken theview that adeeper understanding of man-environment interaction can be achieved by looking at
thevariouspsychological processesthrough which man comesto know environment inwhich helives, and
by examining theway inwhich these processesinfluencethe nature of resultant behaviour.
Thebasic philosophy of behaviouralism

Thebehavioura geographer recognizesthat man shapesaswell asrespondsto hisenvironment and

that man and environment aredynamically interrelated. Man isviewed asamotivated socia being,

whose decisionsand actionsare mediated by hiscognition of the spatia environment.

Thebehavioura geographersargued that environmental cognition (perception) uponwhich peopleact

may well differ markedly from thetrue nature of thereal environment of thereal world.

Space (environment) thuscan besaid to haveadual character:

Asan objective environment—theworld of actuality—which may be gauged by somedirect means

(senses); and

Asabehavioura environment—theworld of the mind— which can bestudied only by indirect means.
No matter how partia or sdlectivethebehaviourd environment may be, itisthismilieuwhichisthebasisof
decision-making and action of man. By behavioura environment it ismeant: reality asis perceived by
individuals. In other words, people make choices and the choi ces are made on the basi s of knowledge.

behavioural geographersgivemoreweight to anindividua rather than to groups, or organizationsor

society. Inother words, thefocus of study istheindividual, not the group or community. They assert

that research must recognize thefact that theindividua shapesand respondsto hisphysicd and socia
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environment. Infact, it isnecessary to recognizethat the actionsof each and every person have animpact
upon the environment, however, dight or inadvertent that impact may be. Manisagoal-directed animal
whoinfluencesthe environment andinturnisinfluenced by it. In brief, anindividua rather than agroup of
peopleor socid groupismoreimportant in man-nature relaionship.
Behavioura approach in geography postulated amutually i nteracting rel ationship between man and
hisenvironment, whereby man shaped the environment and was subsequently shaped by it .
important feature of behavioural geography isitsmultidisciplinary outlook. A behavioura geographer
takesthe help of ideas, paradigms, and theories produced by psychologists, philosophers, historians,
sociologists, anthropol ogists, ethnol ogistsand planners. However, thelack of theoriesof itsownis
coming intheway of rapid development of behavioural geography
Behaviouralism deal sin behaviour environment. The subjective eval uation of phenomena environment,
which surrounds ahuman subject, revealing hisawareness of it and hisintentionality towardsthe object
which congtituteit isbehaviour environment.
The concept of behavioural environment was devel oped by Gestalt School of Psychology, which
holdsthat the objectswhich weview intheworld have adifferent meaning when viewed asawhol erather
than asindividua parts. The perception being ordering and smplifying man-environment relationship. In
fact, it was the failure of models build with quantitative techniques, that led to the devel opment of
behaviourdism.
Thefirst model of behaviouralismwas presented by Kirk in 1951, but the actual beginning wasin 1960s.
Among the prominent contributors, Boulding, Gould, Pratt Sonnenfield and Porteausareidentified. The
sequentia development of behaviouraismincludes—
Phasel (1950-60) — The devel opment was made by Krik, Gilbert, White and their respective disciples.
They attempted to andysesthemental reactionsto hazards. This was mostly the sociological and
psychological approach. Kirk elaborated the difference between actua and behaviour environment.

-.—->
7—-? Environment Ima?z Behavioax )—P

<— <-——--—-—-—— L

Man &.NV/RBNM&W T RE mnom

L
<

Thebehavioura paradigm hasbeen showninFigure
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Inthisparadigm, man hasbeen depi cted asathinking individua whosetransactionswith the environment
aremediated by mental processesand cognitiverepresentation of external environment. In geographica
circles, thisconcept isderived primarily from thework of Boulding (1956) who suggested that over time
individuas developmenta impressionsof theworld (images) areformed throughtheir everyday contacts
with the environment and that theseimages act asthe basisof their behaviour.

The conceptua framework provided by Downshasbeen illustrated in Figure Thisframework proposes
that information from environment (real world) isfiltered asaresult of personality, culture, beliefs, and

cognitivevariablestoformimageinthe mind of manwho utilizestheenvironment.
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BASED ON ENVIRONTTENTAL PERCEPTION

Onthebasisof theimageformed inthemind of the utilizer about the environment hetakesadecisonand
usestheresourcesto fulfil hisbasic and higher needs. Downs' framework also suggeststhat thereexist an

‘objective’ anda‘behaviourd’ environment.

Phasell (1960-65) —Marked the devel opment of man-environment rel ation, which was based on mutual
inter relationship and al so the source of inspiration of decision makers, objectivesand their aspirations.
Thesewere devel oped predominantly by Lowventhal, Kates, Pred and White.

Phaselll (1965-70) —diversified developmentsincluding the anaysis of consumer behaviour (based on
Centra Place Theory). Themicroanalysisof ~ mobility trendsin urban areas, thelocational analysisof
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industries on the basisof human behaviour etc. Infact al the devel opment during the early tenure of this
phasewas deci s on making and environmenta perception. However eventudly different fiedldsas—Voting
trend (Cox), locational activitiesand their analysis (Gould). Brookfield'sanalysis of New Guineatribal
group and Pratt’ sanalysisof information as determining factor of behaviour setstheexamplesof culturd,
historica fieldswith behaviour applications.
Phase IV (1970till date) varied contributionsin different new arenas of geographical studies
* Loventha and Tuan’slandscape study.
» Nickel and Pedel’srecrestiona studies
* Linch'surban andysisbased onfolk perception
* Clark’sresettlement studies
*  Huff’sconsumer behaviour studies
» Tobler'sgeometric analysisof ideologies.
A smilar but dightly more complex classification camefrom Porteous(1977) who recognized theexistence
aof:
The phenomenal environment (physical objects);
The persona environment (perceived images of phenomenal of red environment); and
Contextua environment (culture, religion, beliefsand expectationsthat influence behaviour).
Sonnenfeld (1972) went even further and proposed four levels at which the environment should
be studied. The four-fold environment, advocated by Sonnenfeld, has been given as below:
Thegeographica environment (theworld);
The operational environment (those parts of theworld that impinge upon aman, whether or not heis
aware of them);
The perceptud (the partsof theworld that manisaware of asaresult of direct and indirect experience);
and
Thebehavioural (that part of the perceptua environment that elicitsabehavioura response).
Appraisal
Thebehavioural approachingeography isafruitful oneand it hel psin establishing ascientificrelationship
between man and hisphysical environment. The broad scope of behavioura geography isremarkable
even by the standards of human geography. Thereare, however, overal, biasesin content towards urban

topicsand towards devel oped countries. One of the main weaknesses of behavioural geography isthat it
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lacksin synthesisof empirical findings, poor communication, inadvertent duplication, and conflicting

terminology.

In behavioural geography, theterminology and conceptsremain loosaly defined and poorly integrated,

primarily owingtothelack of systematically-organized theoretical basis.
Another shortcoming of behavioural geography liesinthefact that most of itsdataaregeneratedin
laboratory experimentson animalsand thefindingsare applied direct to human behaviour. Koestler
pointed to thedanger of thisstrategy, inthat behaviouralism* hasrepl aced theanthropomorphicfalacy—
ascribing to animal shuman facultiesand sentiments—with the oppositefallacy; denying manfaculties
not foundinlower animdls; it hassubgtituted for theerstwhileanthropomorphic view of rat, aratomorphic
view of man”. Inshort, behaviourdist theoriesare €l egant but unhe pful whenit comesto understanding
thereal world man-environment interaction.
Behavioura geography hastoo often put too much emphasison ego-centred interpretations of the
environment. Specifically, scholarsarecritica of two assumptionsonwhich agreat dedl of behavioura
researchingeography isbased. Thefirst assumptionisthat thereexigt identifiableenvironmental images
that can be accurately measured. It isnot clear whether an environmental image can be extracted
without distortion fromthetotality of mental imagery. Moreover, not enough effort hasgoneinto
checking and validating themethods by whichimagesaredicited.
Thesecond critical assumptionisthat there existsastrong rel ationship between reveaed imagesor
referencesand actual or real world behaviour. Themain objectiontothisassumptionisthatitisan
unfounded assumption becauseextremdly little research hasbeen under taken to examinethe congruence
between imageand behaviour.
A moreseriouscriticism of behavioura gpproachingeography isthat it frequently viewsman ashomo-
psychologicus and tendsto treat environmental behaviour asanon-dimensional phenomenontothe
extent that theeconomic, social and politica consderationsthat act concomitantly with environmental
influencesarefrequently overlooked.
Another Sgnificant deficiency in behaviourd geography hasbeen the gap between theory and practice.
Thishasbeen most noticeable over the question of public policy. Infact, behavioura geographers
remain observersrather than participants. Thereisaseriouslack of knowledge of planning theories
and methodsamongst behavioura geographers, whichisanimpediment to more activeinvolvement.
Itisabarrier that can be removed only by devel oping the requisite understanding of the planning

processes, it cannot be camouflaged by noble sentimentsand moral tone. For instance, it will beonly
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rarely that asmall survey carried out upon asampleof studentswill supply the basisfor far-reaching
policy recommendations, yet thefind paragraphsof many suchworkscontainthisseemingly obligatory
element.
In other words, generalization on the basis of small sample studies should not be madethe basis of
wider and important policy decison-making. Itis, therefore, necessary to conduct research on problems
that specifically dedl with policy questions, that arewel l-versed in planning theory and methodol ogy,
and communicatetheresultsintelligently totheinterested parties.
Therearesgnsthat such an approach isdevel oping, but thegap isstill wide. Thefuture of behavioural
geography would bebright only if it could improveitsstanding inthe subject whilemaintaining its
multidisciplinary links
Despitesevera congtraintsand methodological limitations, behavioura geography isnow widely accepted
withinthe positivist orientation. It seeksto account for patia patternsby establishing generdizationsabout
people-environment i nterrel ationship, which may then be used to stimul ate change through environmental
planning activitiesthat modify the stimuli which affect the spatial behaviour of oursalvesand others.
Theresearch methods of behavioural geography vary substantialy but the generd orientation—inductive
generdization leading to planning for environmental change—remains. Eventualy, itishoped, a* powerful
new theory’ will emerge. Golledge argued that substantial advancesin understanding spatial behaviour
have aready been madeby studying ‘individua preferences, opinions, attitudes, cognitions, cognitive
maps, perception, and so on—what heterms processesvariabl es.
Useof behaviouralism and itsimpact:
Though behaviourdistic studies have been of great influencein geographical studies, itssignificancelies
predominantly on two specific grounds—
Human migration —Knox, Wal pet and Haggerstrand are the prominent contributors. It hasbeenthe
behaviour oriented mohility. In past, lack of avail ability of preciseinformation, multidirectiona movement
of peoplewere seenfrom Europeto AngloAmerica, Australia. However, diffusion of information has
made movement much pecificindirection. Itisapplicableto bothrura urban migrationandinternationd
migration.
L ocational analysis—Worked on by Smith, Gould and Feter. Theearlier conceptsof locationwas
individua specificimpression of theworld. Smith’sapproach of maximum revenueand minimal cost
revealsmuch applicablepractica scenario. Gould and Haggerstrand worked on agricultural location.
specificindirection. Itisapplicableto both rural urban migration and international migration.
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