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Nothing succeeds like success, but it asks for changes, encountering uncharted, 

unknown which is always a challenge. To succeed in life and achieve results you must

understand and master three mighty forces of DESIRE, BELIEF AND EXPECTATIONS. A 
within powerful influential and sufficiently independent person can only become 

successful. This is also the only path to individual satisfaction in life. The loftiest 
problem faced by us today is lack of vision, lack of direction. Problems are part of life 

and trouble the essence of success. In his own time, in his own place, in what he really 
is and in the stage he has reached good or bad, every human being is specific element 
within the whole of the manifest divine being. So instead of being afraid of difficulties, 

try to understand the relevance of your suffering. Adversity always presents 
opportunities for introspection.

“When the freedom they wished for

most was freedom from responsibility,

Athens ceased to be free and was

never free again”

(Historical Edith Hamilton on

ancient Greece)

 

The requirement of personal freedom incorporates the prerequisite of firstly building 
own educational skills, knowledge is a tangible asset and most important tool for the 

work to be done. More updated knowledge you possess more free you become. 
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Secondly  developing passion for personal responsibility for the task. Be active! Take 
responsibilities! Work for the things you believe in. If you do not, you are surrendering 

your fate to others.

 About the Institution – DIRECTION

Every intelligent and sensible young person, being ambitious aspire to be an IAS, but 
just to aspire without firm determination, required devotion, dedication and 
DIRECTION, means to make castle in the air, as it involves tough competition from 

among the aspirants. Hence the requirements are firm determination, wholehearted 
devotion, and dedication and of course, right DIRECTION. Astray study with devotion, 

on systematic and right lines leads to success. Study on right lines and in right 
DIRECTION means to have clear vision of the present day patterns, trends and 
requirements of the exam.

The Institution – DIRECTION has been playing the role of facilitator, promoter, 
supporter of the aspirants successfully, in order to make them achieve their dreams 
and ultimately to contribute to the development of the country.

The institution is providing classes daily to give continuity to the preparation process 
of the aspirants. It provides intensive training program based on analytical approach. 

This is the only institution providing individual attention to each student’s queries & 
problems, so as to help them out to reach the sky as far as possible Intensive practice 
for map studies and diagrams are given exclusively in this institution as these have 

proven to be the form of test on the UPSC format on weekly basis so as the aspirants 
acquaint themselves with the writing approach and over come their weaknesses to 

The individual personality development programme also goes hand in hand 
exclusively in this institution. So as the aspirants gains confidence in not only writing 
but also expressing him verbally which definitely helps him in facing the interviews? 

Last but not the least the faculty of this institution are more than eager to help out the 
aspirants at any juncture as they are very readily approachable.

The importance and significance of this institution also lies in the fact that it 
exclusively deals with the subject Geography that is fast gaining importance as an 
optional. Being semi- scientific in nature, it is well adaptable by the students of other 

streams especially science.

In the end I want to extent my best wishes to all the sincere aspirants for the success 

in the examination.  

INDIAN PHYSICAL AND ECONOMIC

GEOGRAPHY (SYLLABUS)

Physical



Setting: Space relationship of India with neighboring countries; Structure and relief; Drainage 

system and watersheds; Physiographic regions; Mechanism of Indian monsoons and rainfall 

patterns, Tropical cyclones and western disturbances; Floods and droughts; Climatic regions; 

Natural vegetation; Soil types and their distributions.

Resources:

Land, surface and ground water, energy, minerals, biotic and marine resources; Forest and 

wild life resources and their conservation; Energy crisis.

Agriculture:

Infrastructure: irrigation, seeds, fertilizers, power; Institutional factors: land holdings, land 

tenure and land reforms; Cropping pattern, agricultural productivity, agricultural intensity, 

crop combination, land capability; Agro and social-forestry; Green revolution and its socio- 

economic and ecological implications; Significance of dry farming; Livestock resources and 

white revolution; aqua - culture; sericulture, apiculture and poultry; agricultural 

regionalization; agro-climatic zones; agro- ecological regions.

Industry:

Evolution of industries; Location factors of cotton, jute, textile, iron and steel, aluminium, 

fertilizer, paper, chemical and pharmaceutical, automobile, cottage and agro - based

industries; Industrial houses and complexes including public sector undertakings; Industrial 

regionalization; New industrial policies; Multinationals and liberalization; Special Economic 

Zones; Tourism including eco -tourism.

Transport,

Communication and Trade: Road, railway, waterway, airway and pipeline networks and their 

complementary roles in regional development; Growing importance of ports on national and 

foreign trade; Trade balance; Trade Policy; Export processing zones; Developments in 

communication and information technology and their impacts on economy and society; 

Indian space program.

Note : Candidates will be required to answer one Compulsory map question pertinent to 

subjects covered by this paper.

 

Physical Setting: Space relationship of India with neighboring countries; Structure and 

relief; Drainage system and watersheds; Physiographic regions; Mechanism of Indian 
monsoons and rainfall patterns, Tropical cyclones and western disturbances; Floods and 

droughts; Climatic regions; Natural vegetation; Soil types and their distributions.

1991 : Explain the origin and consequences of earthquakes in the Himalayas with special     

              reference to the Uttarkashi earthquake. 



1991 : Elucidate the character of the Himalayan Rivers and examine their role in the Indian 

             plains.

1992 :  Explain the characteristics and productivity of the ‘Regular’ back soils of India.

1992 :  Major issues involved in the Sino-Indian boundary conflict. (Short notes).

1992 :  Discuss the major characteristics of the Indian monsoon with special emphasis on      

the causative factors.

1993 : “India presents an example of unity in diversity”.

1993 :  Elucidate this statement in the context of India’s physical and human aspects.

1993 : Delineate the flood-prone areas of India by drawing a sketch map in the answer and   

discuss the causes and consequences of floods in the North Indian plains.

1994 : Explain the drainage characteristics of Peninsular India. (Short notes).

1994 :  Discuss the recent theories put forward to

explain the origin and mechanism of the IndianMonsoon.

1995 : Explain the factors responsible for uneven distribution of rainfall in India (S. Notes).

1995 : Draw a sketch-map in your answer-book to delineate the main physiographic regions 

of India and provide a reasoned account of the relief and structure of the Himalayan region.

1996 : Examine the origin and characteristics of the antecedent drainage system of the 

Himalayas. 

1996 :  Draw a sketch-map in your answer-book to delineate the main climatic regions of 

India   and discuss the important climatic characteristics of each region.

1997 :  Discuss the origin and main geomorphic featureof Thar Desert of India. 

1998:   No question.

1999  : Explain the rise of the Himalayan ranges.

1999  : Elucidate the mechanism of the IndianMonsoon.

2000 : Describe thestructure and relief feature of peninsular India.

 2001 : Discuss the relief features of IndianNorthern Plains.

2002 : Explain the Origin, Mechanism and characteristics of Summer Monsoon in India.

2003 : Highlight the salient differences between the Himalayan and the Peninsular drainage 

 Systems.



2004 :  Discuss the role of spatial pattern of rainfall and temperature in the delimitation of 

climatic regions of India, especially with reference to Stamp’s climatic regionalization.

2005 :  No question

2006 :   Give a Critical account of the recent theories of origin of Indian monsoon with 

special reference of Jet Stream Theory.

2007 : Explain the different views put forth about the origin of Himalayas and divide 

Himalayas into vertical division

2008 : Distinguish between the Himalayan and the peninsular drainage systems.

2009 :  Distinguish between the West and East coast of India in terms of their evolution , 

present  topography and drainage pattern.

2010 : Explain Himalayan orogeny and illustrate how the process has affected the 

geomophic   characteristics of macro division of Himalayas.

2011 :  Present a comparative analysis of the regimes of Himalayan and Peninsular rivers of 

           India and examine their implications in the irrigation system of the country.

2011 : Identify the major biosphere reserves of India and discuss their role in the 

conservation of    forest and wildlife.

2012 : Explain the structure characteristics of the Deccan Plateau.

2012 :  Discuss the role of spatial pattern of rainfall and temperature in the delimitation of    

climatic regions of India, specially with reference to stamp’s climatic regionalization

2013 :  Explain the topographical and structural characteristics of the Siwalik Range.

2013 :  Discuss the mechanism of Indian Monsoon.

2013 :  Identify the earthquake-prone zones and suggest strategy for their management.

2014 :  How is drainage pattern determined by the water divide?

 2014 : Why has agro and social forestry failed to achieve its objectives?

2014 :   Bring out the distribution of Laterite soils in India and their specific use for 

agriculture.

2014 : Describe the salient climatological characteristics of  Rayalaseema region.

2014 : Differentiate between the ‘intensity’ and ‘magnitude’ of an earthquake and explain 

its  varying impact in different parts of India.

2015 :  Explain the pattern of winter rainfall in India.

 2015 : How does natural vegetation affect the formation of in situ soils.



2016 :  Explain the shifting of river courses and river capturing in the Himalayas.

2016 :  Discuss the role of spatial pattern of rainfall and temperature in the delimitation of    

climatic regions of India especially with reference to Stamp’s climatic regionalization.

2016 :  Describe the distribution of black soils in India and their specific use for agriculture.

2017 :   Give a reasoned account of unusual pattern of distribution of monsoonal rainfall in 

India.

2017 :  Justify the inclusion of Meghalaya in Peninsular India and discuss its vegetation and 

soil types.

2017 :Drainage pattern in Peninsular India is a result of its geological structure and 

topography. Elaborate.

2018 :   Explain the unusual intensity of dust storms and thunderstorms across India in the 

pre-monsoon period of year 2018.

2018 :Distinguish the geographical aspects of North-Western lava plateau and Chotanagpur 

plateau of peninsular India.

2019 : Why is the Indian Monsoon erratic in nature ? Explain.

2019 :  Discuss the rainfall pattern and correlate it with spatial distribution of natural 

vegetation in India.

2019 : Present the salient features of West flowing rivers of India.

2020: Climate change has unsettled the rhythm of seasons. Comment with examples and     

empirical evidences.

2020:    Soil types in India, classified on the basis of color, possess specific chemical and 

mineral characteristics.Discuss.

2021:   Discuss the economic significance of the volcanic soils of India.

2021:   Describe the salient features of the east-flowing rivers of India

2021:   Describe the problems of cloud burst in India giving suitable examples.

2021:   Explain the impact of tropical cyclones and western disturbances on the climate of 

India.

2021:  Describe the structure and relief features of the Deccan Plateau.

2022 : How do physiography and climate of India explain the biological diversity of the

country?



2022: The process of desertification leads to soil desiccation and soil loss. Explain.

2022 : Critically examine the factors affecting the unpredictability of South West Monsoon 

             system in India.

2022 :  Soils of India , are clear reflections of the structure and process. Comment.

 Resources: Land, surface and ground water, energy, minerals, biotic and marine resources; 
Forest and wild life resources and their conservation; Energy crisis.

1991 : No question.

1992 :  Explain the distribution of major mineral resources of the Deccan plateau together 

with the extent of their exploitation.

1993 : Explain the geographical factors responsible for the growth of mangrove vegetation 

in India and discuss its role in coastal ecology.

1993 :Critically examine the marine resources of India and discuss the problems 

encountered in    their development.

1994 : Examine the forest resources of India and explain the principles of conservation 

which could be applied to improve the forest wealth of India.

1995 : Examine the origin and characteristics of the soils of the North Indian Plain.

1995 : Examine the fossil fuel resources of India with particular reference to the present 

and  future demands for energy.

1996 : Discuss the distribution and characteristics of the evergreen forest in India.

1996 : Critically examine the metalliferous mineral resources of India with particular 

reference to their present and future demand.

1997 : No question.

1998 : Examine the resources of Andaman and Nicobar Island. 

1998 : Bring out the present day position of exploitation and processing of nuclear minerals 

inIndia.

 1998 : Examine the pattern of distribution and mode of exploitation of bauxite in India.

1999 : Examine the need for conservation of biotic resources in India..

2000 : No question.

2001 : Explain the sequence of vegetation zones of the Himalayas.

 2002 : No



question. 2003 : No question.

2004 : Identify the important biotic-resource of India.

2004 : Highlight, in brief the problems and remedial measures of biotic resource 

conservation in India.

2005 : “ Non convention energy is the energy of the future in India.” Justify this statement.

2006 :  No Question

2007 : Discuss the need of conservation and utility of water resource in India.

2008 :  No Question

2009 : Discuss the formation and their distribution of the major soil types of India.

2010 : Discuss the spatial distribution of nature vegetation in India with help of sketch map.

 2010 : Discuss the emerging pattern of surface water utilization in India.

2011 :   Give an account of potentiality and prospects of development of marine resources 

of  India.

2012 :  Delineate the mineral belts of India and mention their distinctive features.

2013 :  Delineate the coalfields of India and mention their distinctive features.

2014 :  Location of thermal power plants and coal fields in India are not mutually conducive. 

          Analyze.

2014 :  Suggest the measures of wild-life conservation with reference to extinction of rare    

species.

2015 : Account for the geographical distribution of groundwater resources of India. How 

serious  is its depletion in recent decades.

2016 :  Give an account of the development of renewable resources of India.

2016 :  Evaluate the impact of technology on resource utilization in India.

2017 :  No Question

2018 :  Why setting up of Water Management Boards is a controversial issue in India?

2018 :  Keeping the recent developments in view, how can the energy crisis of India be         

circumvented by harnessing non-conventional energy resources?

2018 :  Make a critical appraisal of the factors affecting river water quality in India. 



2018 : Illustrate with suitable examples the endeavors undertaken in augmenting 

conservation of    water and vegetation in India.

2019 :  Examine the major causes of ground water depletion in India.

2019 : Discuss the problems of wildlife conservation and management in India.

2021 : Discuss the importance of solar energy in the future economic development of India.

2021 : Discuss the reserves, distribution, and production of all varieties of coal in India.

2021 : Discuss the salient features of Project Tiger in India.

2021 : Examine the critical issues of groundwater resources in India.

2022 :  The peninsular location of India provides scope for harnessing non conventional 

energy resources.Discuss with examples.

2022 :  Ground water contamination in fast expanding urban landscape of India appears to 

have  become a major public health issue. Discuss.

2022 :India is bestowed with rich mineral resources due to its geological structure. 

Correlate the  above statement with large mineral belts of India.

Agriculture:

Infrastructure: irrigation, seeds, fertilizers, power; Institutional factors: land holdings, land 
tenure and land reforms; Cropping pattern, agricultural productivity, agricultural 

intensity, crop combination, land capability; Agro and social-forestry; Green revolution 
and its socio- economic and ecological implications; Significance of dry farming; Livestock 
resources and white revolution; aqua - culture; sericulture, apiculture and poultry; 

agricultural regionalization; agro-climatic zones; agro- ecological regions.

1991 : What is meant by ‘Operation Flood’? Discuss the manner of its implementation and 

its  success in India.

1991 : Discuss the role of animal husbandry in the agricultural economy of India with 

special   reference to any one region.

1992 : Explain the distribution and characteristics of dry zone agriculture.

1992 : What is meant by Green Revolution? Explain its successes and failures.

1992 : Discuss the role of social forestry in any one region of India.

1993 : Explain the role of institutional factors in the development of agriculture in India.

1994 : Differentiate between agricultural efficiency and agricultural productivity and 

discuss the methods used in the determination of agricultural efficiency in India.



1995 : Discuss the role of infrastructural, scientific and technological developments in the 

recent transformation of Indian agriculture.

1996 : Discuss the importance of irrigation in Indian Agriculture and describe the methods 

of irrigation practiced in either the Ganga Valley or the Karnataka-Maharashtra region.

1997 : Examine the significance of social forestry in the rural economy of India.

1997 : Discuss the impact of green revolution on the agricultural production in India.

1997 :  Divide Peninsular India into agricultural regions. Explain the basis of such a                 

regionalisation.

1998 :Discuss the role of institutional factors in the efficiency and productivity of 

agriculture in India.

1998 : Discuss the cropping patters in different agricultural regions of India.

1999 :  Write an essay on the role of animal husbandry and household industries in the        

development of rural economy in India.

2000 :  Critically examine the role of infrastructural and institutional factors in the recent 

                 transformation of Indian agriculture.

 2001 : Examine the geographical basis of agro-climatic planning regions of India.

2002 : Critically evaluate the dual impacts of green revolution in India.

2003 : Give an account of the success and prospects of Blue Revolution with comments on 

its impacts on rural economy of India.

2004 : No Question

2005 :  Present an account of the success and constraints of White Revolution in India

2006 :  Discuss the problems and prospects of dry zone agriculture in India and highlight     

strategies schemes for its development.

2007 : “The institutional factors have grip over the crop pattern and crop productivity on 

Indian agriculture.” Justify.

2008 :  Discuss the bases of identifying agro-climatic zones and explain the core strayegies 

for agricultural development

2009 : No Question

2010 :  Assess as to how surface water utilization affects food production and food security 

in thecountry.

2011:   Discuss the potentiality and status of aquaculture in the Ganga Plain.



2012 :  Divide India into agriculture regions and critically examine the role of ecological and 

      human factors responsible for transformation of agriculture economy in any one region.

2013 :  Explain the method of delineating crop-association regions with reference to India.

2013 :   Discuss the potentiality and present status of horticulture in the Western and 

Central Himalaya.

2013 :  Discuss the role of institutional factors in shaping the pattern of Indian agriculture.

2013 :  Define agricultural productivity. Mention the methods of its measurement and bring 

out  the disparities in its regional distribution.

2013 :  Snags in the Food Security Policy of India.

2014 : ‘In spite of various negative impacts of Green Revolution, there is a demand for New 

          Green Revolution’. Elaborate.

2015 : Explain how modernization of Indian agriculture is affected by unfavourable 

institutional    factors with suitable examples.

2015 :  Distinguish between ‘agricultural productivity’ and ‘agricultural efficiency’, and bring 

        out the disparity in regional distribution of agricultural efficiency.

2015 :  With the help of a map, indicate the principal areas of dryland farming in the country 

and    account for farmers’ suicides mainly in those areas.

 2015 : Discuss the scope of replication of ‘White Revolution’ in India.

2016 :  Define agricultural intensity and bring out its regional distribution in India.

2016 :   “India has paid heavily for achievement of Green Revolution in the form of 

economic, social and ecological cost.” Discuss.

2017 :  Farmers’ suicide is one of the major agrarian problems in India. Bring out its causes 

and suggest the remedial measures with special preference to Maharashtra, Andhra 

Pradesh  and Punjab.

2017 :  Land reform is a key to modern agriculture in India.

2017 : Describe various measures taken in this direction after Independence.

2018 :   Examine the ongoing process of agricultural diversification and its implications for 

food security in India.

2019 :  Explain the significance of dry farming in drought prone areas of India.

2019 :  Correlate the agro-climatic zones with agro-ecological regions of India

2019 : Discuss the use



of chemical fertilizer, pesticides and insecticides in agriculture and its impacts on human 

health.

2020 :  Discuss the method of crops residue management in rural India to reduce pollution.

2020 :  Identify oil seeds producing areas in India and the discuss  the measure to promote

edible oil industry.

2020 :The Essential Commodities (Amendment)Bill 2020 aims to deregulate the production, 

        supply and distribution of farm produce. Critically examine its spatial consequences.

2020 :  Elucidate the benefits of neem coated urea scheme for Indian agriculture.

2020 : Canal irrigation has led to mono cropping in India. Explain with suitable examples.

2020 :  The pattern of growing ecological foot-prints is uneven in nature. Analyze with 

reference to land resources in India.

2021 :  No Question

2022 : Discuss the recent changes brought about in institutional frameworks of agriculture 

in India. Evaluate its impact on agrarian economy of the country.

2022 : Discuss importance of "Dry Land " farming in drought prone regions of India.

2022 : How do agro climatic and land capability indicators assist in macro agriculture            

regionalization of India? Illustrate with an appropriate map.

Industry:

Evolution of industries; Location factors of cotton, jute, textile, iron and steel, aluminium, 
fertilizer, paper, chemical and pharmaceutical, automobile, cottage and agro - based 

industries; Industrial houses and complexes including public sector undertakings; 
Industrial regionalization; New industrial policies; Multinationals and liberalization; 

Special Economic Zones; Tourism including eco -tourism.

1991 : Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of Industrial Centralization with specific 

              examples.

1992 : Types of rural industries and their basis in Rajasthan, Gujarat region.

1993 : Growth of agro-based industries in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar.

1993 : Identify the important periods of industrialization in India and analyses the character 

of  the two most developed industrial regions.

1994 : Identification of industrially backward areas and problems in their development.



1994 :  Draw a sketch-map to delineate the major industrial complexes of India and discuss 

their important characteristics.

1995 : Recent changes in India’s basic industrial policy.

1995 :  Examine critically the factors for the localization of iron and steel industry in India 

with special reference to the newer centres of steel production.

1996 : Analyses the factors for the localization of either the cotton textile or the sugar 

industry in India and note the recent trends in the industry.

1997 : Analyse the locational pattern of cement industry in India.

1997 : Critically examine the locational pattern and trend of production of forest based

industries in India.

1998 : Examine the importance of industrial estates in Indi 1998 : Bring out the trends in the 

           development of fertilizer industry in India.

1999 : Discuss the factors for the localisation of either the cement or the cotton textile

industry in India and analyse the pattern of its distribution.

2000 : Discuss the growth, location and distribution of iron and steel industries in India.

2001 : Describe the growth ,characteristic and distribution pattern of India’s industrial 

regions.

2002 : No question.

2003 : No question. 

2004 : No Question 

2005 : No Question

2006 :  Trace the evolution of industries in India and evaluate the role of multinational and 

liberalisation policies in this context.

2007 :  Bring out the impact of multinational and liberalisation on the Industrial             

Economy/Pattern of India.

2008 : Explain the factors promoting the rapid growth and development of the automobile   

industry in India giving suitable examples.

2009 : Examine the role of raw materials in the location of the Iron and Steel Industry in 

India. Illustrate your answer with suitable examples.

2010 : No Question



2011 :  Assess the scope and development of Pharmaceutical Industry in India.

2012 :  Describe the development of textile industries in India.

2012 :Identify the spatial pattern of agro-industrial regions of India. Analyze the potentiality 

of      Malwa as an important agro-industrial region of the future.

2013 : Identify the main industrial clusters of India and account for their development.

2013 :  Explain the role of multinational in globalization of industries in India.

2013 :  Discuss the problems in realization of benefits of globalization and liberalization 

                 in industrial sector of India.

2014 : Describe the problems of agro-based industries in India in general and cotton 

textiles in particular.

2014 : What are the desired possible changes in our trade policy to promote the 

development of  cottage industry?

 2015 : Why does the pharmaceutical industry concentrate largely in the western region of

the country?

2015 :  Why is the traditional crafts industry in India on the decline?

2016 :  “The Bokaro Iron and Steel Plant is an example of Industrial Complex.” Explain.

2016 :  Analyze the location, distributional pattern and problems of cotton textile industries 

in  India. 

2016 :  Explain the New Industrial Policies in India. 

2017 :   Mini steel plants can act as an instrument of decentralization of iron and steel 

industry in India. Explain.

2018 :   Startups may play important role in giving fillip to economic growth in India. 

Illustrate with examples.

2019 :Critically analyse the role of multinational corporations in India's economic 

development     with suitable examples.

2019 :   Examine ongoing space programmes of India and their implications for national 

security in future.

2019 :  Explain the relevance of green tourism for sustainable development of mountain      

environment in India.

2020 :  The Pharmaceutical industry in India depend on the import of raw material. Evaluate 

this statement in view of the Indo-Chinese relationship.



2020 :  What kind of skill promotion program have been initiated for job deficient regions in 

          India ? Explain

2021 : Give a reasoned account of the difference between the sugar industry of North and   

Peninsular India.

2021 : Examine the significance of ecotourism in relation to socio-economic development 

and  biodiversity conservation in India.

2021 : Identify the major industrial corridors of India and discuss the characteristics of the   

Bengaluru-Mumbai Corridor.

2021 : Assess the growth of multinational corporations in the liberalized economic 

environment      of India.

2022 : Discuss the salient characteristics of industrial complexes of Western India. Examine 

the  impact of SEZ policy on the region

Transport, 

Communication and Trade: Road, railway, waterway, airway and pipeline networks and 
their complementary roles in regional development; Growing importance of ports on 

national and foreign trade; Trade balance; Trade Policy; Export processing zones; 
Developments in communication and information technology and their impacts on 

economy and society; Indian space program.

1991 : Analyze the role of different types of transport in the commodity flows of the Delta   

regions of East India.

1991 :  Give an account of the major groups of agro based industries of India. Critically 

examine their contribution to regional economy and rural employment.

1992 : Discuss the basis on which the current network of Airways is built in India, 

highlighting  its role in the overall transportation milieu.

1993 : Discuss briefly the overall pattern of inter-regional trade in India.

1994 : Competitive and complementary character of the Indian rail-route and road network.

1995 : Role of rural market centres in promoting intra and inter-regional trade.

1996 : Geographical impediments in the development of inland waterways in India..

1997 : Discuss the nature of commodity flows in India. 1998 : Evaluate the feasibility of the 

           proposed Ganga- Cauveri Drainage link.

1998 : Explain the role of railways as a unifying factor in Indian economy.

1999 :  Critically examine the complementary and competitive character of the Indian rail-

routes and the road network.



 2000 : No question. 2001 : No question.

2002 :Discuss the oil and natural gas pipeline networks in India. Highlight their 

complementary    role in regional development.

2003 : Discuss the growing importance of ports in foreign trade of India.

2004 :  Give a comparative account of the development of River Water Transport in Pre-

colonial and Post- independence in regional development

2005 : What is the Golden Quadrilateral ? Discuss the progress made in its execution and    

impacts on India economy

2006 : No Question 

2007: No Question 

2008 : No Question 

2009 : No Question 

2010 : No Question

2011 :  Assess the growing importance of air transport in India and examine its role in the    

regional development of the country.

2012 :  Examine the role of raod transport in regional development taking suitable examples 

           from an area you have studies in detail.

2013 : No question.

2014 : Discuss the problems and prospects of National Waterway No. 1 2015 :  Evaluate the 

contribution of Communication and Information Technology to the development of 

economy and society, and examine the relevance of the recently launched  ‘Digital India’ 

program.

2016 :  Bring out the development of river water transport in India and its role in regional    

development.

2016 :  Evaluate the impact of technology on resource utilization in India. 

2017 :   Critically examine the feasibility of development of a comprehensive network of 

airways in India.

2017 :  Bring out the significance of Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System (IRNSS).

2018 :  Assess the suitability of Special Economic Zone (SEZs) for the sustainable economic 

              development in India.

2018 :  Account for the persisting negative trade balance of India.



2018 :  Give a critical account of region specific constraints of sustainable tourism in India.

2018 :  Explain the pipeline network across India and its impact on regional development.

2018 :   Discuss the changing composition of international trade through major seaports of 

India.

2019 :  Examine the development of information technology in India and its influences on

work culture and society.

2019 : With special reference to India examine the changes in the nature and patterns of       

international trade. Mention the major influencing factors.

2020 : India has opened-up its space to private sector for satellite based activities. 

Critically examine its implications indicating the major security concerns.

2020 :Digital Divide in India needs quick redressal to reduce regional disparity in 

development.   Elaborate with suitable examples.

2020 : What are the characteristics of Blue Flag certified beaches? Discuss their 

significance for     beach tourism in India.

2021: Examine how information and communication technology has boosted the

development  of certain regions of India.

2021: Critically assess the status of the balance of trade in India and suggest some 

measures to combat the issues.

2022 : Discuss the significance of new ports on the Western Coast of India on external trade 

of the country.

2022 : Critically examine the role of IRNSS-NavIC program on satellite navigation system of 

        India.

Note : Candidates will be required to answer one Compulsory map question pertinent to 
subjects coveredby this paper.


