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INTERNATIONAL / NATIONAL UPDATED

29 December 2018 – 4 January 2019

· India has reiterated its continued support to usher in a new era of peace and stability in the Korean
peninsula. External Affairs Minister Mrs. Sushma Swaraj said, India and South Korea also shared the
view that terrorism in all its forms and manifestations is a global scourge and resolved to combat it
through coordinated regional and global efforts. Both sides agreed to raise the quantum of the bilateral
trade to 50 billion dollars by the year 2030.

· US Defence Secretary Jim Mattis resigned from his post citing policy differences with President Donald
Trump on December 21. In his resignation letter sent to the President yesterday, Mr. Mattis hinted at
his differences with him as a reason for stepping down. Announcing that the Defence Secretary will be
retiring at the end of February next year, Mr. Trump tweeted that General Mattis was a great help in
getting allies and other countries to pay their share of military obligations.

· The UN General Assembly has adopted the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration,
the first-ever negotiated global framework on a common approach to international migration in all its
dimensions. It is meant to address issues that concern the world’s 258 million people on the move and
countries of origin, transit and destination.

· The US has praised New Delhi’s contributions to the peaceful development of the war-torn Afghanistan
and said India is a most reliable regional partner of the war-torn country. The Pentagon said in its semi-
annual Afghan report to the US Congress, that India interpreted the new US South Asia policy as an
opportunity to increase its economic involvement with Afghanistan.

· US President Donald Trump has named budget director Mick Mulvaney as the acting chief of staff, a
week after he announced John Kelly’s scheduled departure. In a tweet, Trump said he look forward to
working with Mulvaney. The latest announcement came as Trump spent almost a week considering a
nominee to fill the vacancy left by Kelly, a retired U.S. Marine Corps general.

5 – 11 January 2019
· Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has announced a Rs. 4,500 crore financial assistance to Bhutan

for its 12th five-year plan after holding wide-ranging talks with his Bhutanese counterpart Dr. Lotay
Tshering. The new five-year plan of Bhutan began this year and will continue till 2022. In his media
statement after the talks in New Delhi, Mr. Modi said hydropower cooperation with Bhutan is a key
aspect of bilateral ties and that work on the Mangdechhu project will soon be completed. „

· Saudi Arabia’s King Salman has appointed a new Foreign Minister as part of a major Cabinet reshuffle,
following international fallout from the killing of Saudi writer Jamal Khashoggi. A royal decree has
named Ibrahim al-Assaf as new Foreign Minister, demoting outgoing top diplomat Adel al-Jubeir to
the position of Minister of State for Foreign Affairs.
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12 – 18 January 2019
· Mr. Jair Bolsonaro has been sworn in as Brazil’s President in a ceremony at Brazil’s National Congress

Building. Addressing a joint session of Congress minutes after taking the oath of office, Bolsonaro, a
former Army captain and admirer of the country’s 1964-1985 military dictatorship, vowed to adhere
to democratic norms. He said his government would be guided by the promises he made to Brazilian
voters fed up with graft, high levels of violent crime and a still-sputtering economy. Bolsonaro, 63, was
a seven-term fringe congressman who rode a wave of anti-establishment anger to became Brazil’s first
far-right president since a military dictatorship gave way to civilian rule three decades ago.

· Cuba’s former president Raul Castro marked the 60th anniversary of the country’s revolution, amidst
pressing diplomatic relations with the United States and a flailing economy. On New Year’s Day of
1959, Cuba’s U.S.-backed dictator Fulgencio Batista fled Cuba as Fidel Castro and his bearded
revolutionaries seized control of the Caribbean country. Alongside Fidel was his brother, Raul Castro,
who now head’s the country’s Communist Party. Speaking at an event in the city of Santiago de Cuba
to mark the anniversary, Raul Castro said Havana seeks mutual bilateral with the U.S.A. Under President
Donald Trump, warming diplomatic relations have been under strain with Washington unwinding
economic ties and putting in place new sanctions.

19 – 25 January 2019
· India and Norway have agreed to closely collaborate on ocean economy and achieving the Sustainable

Development Goals. The two countries also decided to step up bilateral trade. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi held delegation-level talks with his Norwegian counterpart Erna Solberg in New Delhi. They
discussed ways to give new energy and direction to bilateral ties. The two countries also signed a MoU
for holding an India-Norway Ocean Dialogue.

26 January – 1 February 2019
· The main camera onboard NASA’s Hubble Space Telescope has been shut down after it encountered

a hardware problem. The international space agency, however, in a statement said that the telescope
will continue to perform science observations with its other three active instruments. It added that the
defect in the Hubble Wide Field Camera 3 is being investigated. The camera is equipped with back up
electronics that can be called to action if the need arises.

2 – 8 February 2019
· Prime Minister Narendra Modi and South African President Cyril Ramaphosa held talks in New Delhi

on bilateral, regional and global issues of mutual interest. In his press statement, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said, visit of the South African President is crucial. He said all bilateral issues including trade and
investment were discussed. The Prime Minister said India is partner in South Africa’s skill development
programme. He added that India and South Africa have agreed to take the relationship to a newer



DIRECTION
INSTITUTE FOR IAS EXAMINATIONGS Prelims 2019 3

level. Mr. Modi highlighted that India and South Africa are partners in several international foray like
BRICS and IBSA.

· The United States has ordered its non-emergency embassy staff to leave Venezuela but refused to
comply with a full expulsion demanded by Nicolas Maduro, who Washington says, is no longer president.
Maduro gave US diplomats 72 hours to leave the country after President Donald Trump, backed by
major Latin American nations refused to recognize him as Venezuela’s legitimate president and instead
recognized Juan Guaido, the opposition head of the National Assembly.

9 – 15 February 2019
· The Indian embassy in the US has opened a 24/7 hotline to assist Indian students arrested by the

American authorities for alleged immigration rules violation. As many as 129 Indians are among the
130 foreign students arrested for allegedly enrolling at a fake university to remain in the US. The two
numbers - 202-322-1190 and 202-340-2590 – would be manned by senior embassy officials round
the clock. The Indian embassy has appointed a nodal officer to handle and coordinate all issues related
to helping Indian students. India has said it was monitoring the situation arising out of detention of
Indian students closely and has impressed upon the US Government the need to address the situation
at the earliest. In response to media queries on the detention of Indian students, External Affairs
Ministry spokesperson Raveesh Kumar said, India has accorded highest priority to the detention of
Indian students.

· US President Donald Trump has said there is a good chance that he will declare a national emergency
to build his proposed wall along the US Mexico border to prevent flow of illegal immigrants into the
country. Talking to the reporters at White House, Mr. Trump said, he would use his State of the Union
address next week to once again make a case for the barrier. He also asserted that he has a very strong
legal standing on the issue of declaring emergency.

16 – 22 February 2019
· The 5th India-Bangladesh Joint Consultative Committee Meeting was held in New Delhi. External

Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj and Foreign Affairs Minister of Bangladesh Dr Abdul Momen co-
chaired the meeting. In a tweet, External Affairs Ministry spokesperson Raveesh Kumar said Mrs.
Swaraj and Mr. Momen took stock of progress in security, defence, trade and connectivity, development
partnership, water, power and energy sectors and consular and cultural cooperation. The last Joint
Consultative Committee Meeting between the two countries was held in October 2017 at Dhaka.

· France recalled its ambassador to Rome in a move unprecedented since World War II saying it was
fed up with “repeated, baseless” attacks by Italian political leaders on the country. The move came
amid mounting tensions between the two European Union members after Italy’s deputy Prime Minister
met French yellow vest protesters. France’s foreign ministry recalled its ambassador to Rome for
consultations after a series of comments from Italy’s two deputy prime ministers, Luigi Di Maio and
Matteo Salvini. Di Maio and Salvini, who formed a populist coalition government together last year,
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have repeatedly criticized French President Emmanuel Macron, who has, in turn, targeted their
“eurosceptic actions” before high-stakes European Parliament elections in May.

23 February – 1 March 2019
· Foreign Secretary Vijay Gokhale summoned the Pakistan High Commissioner to India Sohail Mahmood

and issued a very strong demarche in connection with the Pulwama terror attack. In view of the attack,
India also called its High Commissioner to Pakistan Ajay Bisaria to New Delhi. Ministry of External
Affairs is taking all steps to expose the complicity of Pakistan in the Pulwama terror attack and demand
immediate and verifiable action against Jaish-e- Mohammed and its leader Masood Azhar. As part of
the diplomatic efforts, Foreign Secretary Vijay Gokhale met around 25 Heads of Missions based in
New Delhi.

· India has said it will take care of its commercial considerations with regard to import of oil from
Venezuela. Responding to a media query, Ministry of External Affairs spokesperson said, New Delhi
is monitoring the evolving situation in that country. The spokesperson said India is in favour of constructive
dialogue process to solve the situation in Venezuela.

2 – 8 March 2019
· Prime Minister Narendra Modi has received the prestigious Seoul Peace Prize - 2018 for his contribution

to international cooperation and fostering global economic growth. The award was presented to him
by the Seoul Peace Prize Foundation at a grand ceremony in Seoul. A short film on the life and
achievements of Prime Minister Modi was also screened at the event. While conferring the award on
Modi, the award committee recognized his contribution to the growth of Indian and global economies,
crediting ‘Modinomics’ for reducing social and economic disparity between the rich and the poor.
Prime Minister dedicated the award to the 1.3 billion people of India.

· Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that time has come for Global community to move beyond
words and act unitedly against menace of terrorism. Addressing the joint press conference after
delegation level talks with South Korean President Moon Jae In in Seoul, he said that India and Korea
are committed to further strengthen bilateral and international coordination against terrorism. Prime
Minister thanked President Moon for his support to India after Pulwama terror attack. He further said
that both the countries have also agreed for a roadmap in Defense technology and co-production.

· India and Saudi Arabia have agreed to cooperate further in the fight against terrorism and put pressure
on those countries which are supporting terror to deal with its growing threat, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has said. In his press statement after talks with Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia Mohammad Bin
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud in New Delhi, Prime Minister said, Saudi Arabia is one of the most
crucial strategic partners of India and both the countries will further increase their cooperation in the
defence sector and improve their economic ties. In his press statement, Crown Prince said his country
will cooperate with India in its fight against terrorism. Prince Mohammad said both countries can
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collaborate in several areas, including agriculture and culture. The two countries signed five agreements
in various areas.

· The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) has urged the international community to co-operate
actively with India in bringing the perpetrators, organizers, financiers and sponsors of terrorism to
justice. In a statement, the 15-nation body, which also includes China, strongly condemned the terror
attack in Jammu and Kashmir’s Pulwama that claimed the lives of over 40 CRPF personnel last week.
The UNSC members expressed their deepest sympathy and condolences to the families of the victims,
as well as to the Indian people and the government, and wished a speedy and full recovery to those
injured. The UNSC termed the attack as heinous and cowardly. The condemnation also named the
Pakistan-based terror group Jaish-e-Mohammed which claimed responsibility for the attack.

9 – 15 March 2019
· The US has reaffirmed its demand that Pakistan abide by its UN Security Council commitments to

deny safe havens to terrorists and block their access to funds. The US welcomed Islamabad’s decision
to release the captured Indian Air Force pilot. Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan said that Wing
Commander Abhinandan Varthaman will be released as a gesture of peace.

· The United States and North Korea have failed to reach a formal deal at the Hanoi Summit. Talking to
reporters after the summit, US President Donald Trump said, the talks ended with no agreement after
he refused North Korean demand to lift all international sanctions.

· The United States, Britain and France have asked the United Nations Security Council to blacklist
Masood Azhar, the head of Pakistan-based terror group Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM).

· Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari has been re-elected for a second four-year term, after the
election commission declared the results of the poll plagued by claims of rigging.

·
29 December 2018 – 4 January 2019

· Lok Sabha passed the Consumer Protection Bill, 2018 that seeks to replace the Consumer Protection
Act, 1986, on December 20, 2018. The Bill enforces consumer rights and provides a mechanism for
redressal of complaints regarding deficiencies in goods and services. It seeks to establish Consumer
Disputes Redressal Commissions at District, State and National levels. Lok Sabha also passed the
National Trust for Welfare of Persons with Autism, Cerebral Palsy, Mental retardation and Multiple
Disabilities (Amendment) Bill, 2018.

· President’s rule came into force in Jammu and Kashmir from December 19, as the six-months of
Governor’s rule came to an end. The state had plunged into political turmoil following BJP withdrawal
of its support to the Mehbooba Mufti-led coalition government, reducing People’s Democratic Party
to minority. Earlier, Union Cabinet had given its go-ahead for President’s Rule beyond December 19.
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· On 19th December, NITI Aayog unveiled its comprehensive national Strategy for New India, which
defines clear objectives for 2022-23. Releasing the Document, the Finance Minister Mr. Arun Jaitley
said, reforms and entrepreneurship have to be accompanied by social consciousness. The Finance
Minister said that the various verticals of NITI Aayog’s Strategy Document give form to the Indian
model which emphasizes on faster growth and better resource utilization to improve the quality of life
for all.

· The Indian Space Research Organization’s (ISRO) Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle GSLVF11
successfully launched the communication satellite GSAT-7A from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre
(SDSC) on December 19, 2018. The exclusive advanced communication satellite separated from the
rocket after 19 minutes of the launch. Congratulating ISRO team for completing 17 launches this year,
Chairman ISRO K. Sivan assured that he was looking forward to 32 launches including Chandrayaan
2 next year.

· President Ramnath Kovind, on December 15, laid the foundation stone of new ultra modern Railway
Station at Kevadia in Narmada district of Gujarat. The station will connect the Statue of Unity project
to the rest of India through broad gauge railway line

5 – 11 January 2019
· Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi dedicated the Bogibeel Bridge in Assam, to the nation on December

25, 2018. The bridge, which spans the River Brahmaputra between Dibrugarh and Dhemaji districts
of Assam, is of immense economic and strategic significance for the nation. At a massive public meeting
in Kareng Chapori, on the northern bank of the Brahmaputra, the Prime Minister also flagged off the
first passenger train passing through the bridge. Speaking on the occasion, the Prime Minister paid
homage to the famous Assamese singer Deepali Borthakur, who passed away recently. He also paid
homage to many other famous and historical figures from the State, who have brought laurels for the
State and the country in various fields. He greeted the people on the occasion of Christmas. He said
that today is the birth anniversary of former Prime Minister, Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee, and is also
celebrated as “Sushaasan Divas” or “Good Governance Day”. „

· Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, visited Odisha on 24th December, 2018. At the IIT Bhubaneswar
campus, the Prime Minister released a commemorative stamp and coin on the Paika Rebellion. The
Paika Rebellion (Paika Bidroha) was fought against British rule, in Odisha in 1817. The setting up of a
Chair on the Paika Rebellion, in Utkal University, Bhubaneswar, was announced. The Prime Minister
inaugurated the Lalitgiri Museum. Lalitgiri in Odisha is a famous Buddhist centre of archaeological
importance, comprising Stupa, Viharas (monasteries) and images of Lord Buddha. „

· Prime Minister launched website of Cyber Coordination Centre during 2018 DGP Conference, organized
at Kevadiya in Narmada district of Gujarat, under the shadow of the Statue of Unity. Drawing inspiration
from Sardar Patel’s contribution to National Unity, the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi announced
the institution of a new national honour for National Unity on the pattern of Padma Awards. This will be
awarded once every year. This Award would be open to every Indian who has contributed to National
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Unity in any manner. The Prime Minister also released a commemorative postal stamp on the National
Police Memorial. Prime Minister also released a special issue of Indian Police Journal on Police
martyrdom, published by the BPR&D. „

· Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Information & Broadcasting and Youth Affairs &
Sports, Col. Rajyavardhan Rathore (Retd.) released the Administrative Handbook of Ministry of
I&B. The handbook is a blend of a telephone directory and a diary and displays contact details of all
officers of the Ministry and Media Units, including, inter-alia, Press Information Bureau, Bureau of
Outreach and Communication, Registrar of Newspapers for India, DD News, NSD - All India Radio,
Publications Division, Electronic Media and Monitoring Centre, New Media Wing, Autonomous
Organizations, IIS Officers at DPR Defence, IIS Officers posted in other organizations, IIS Officers
on Deputation and IIS Officers on Probation at IIMC. „

· The NITI Aayog released the Second Delta ranking for the Aspirational Districts which measures the
incremental progress made by them between June 1, 2018 and October 31, 2018, across six
developmental areas of Health and Nutrition, Education, Agriculture and Water Resources, Financial
Inclusion, Skill Development, and Basic Infrastructure. The ranking factors in validated data from
Household Surveys conducted by NITI Aayog’s knowledge partners, namely, TATA Trusts and Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation (IDInsight). The Surveys were carried out in all Aspirational Districts during
the month of June 2018 covering more than 1,00,000 households. These surveys were used to validate
critical data-points and provide inputs for nine further data-points for which district-level data is not
readily available at regular intervals.

12 – 18 January 2019
· Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi delivered the inaugural address at the 106th session of the Indian

Science Congress. Reflecting on the theme of the event this year – ‘Future India: Science and Technology’
– the Prime Minister said that India’s true strength will be in connecting its science, technology and
innovation, with its people. He recalled the great Indian scientists of the past, including Acharyas J.C.
Bose, C.V. Raman, Meghnad Saha and S.N. Bose, and said that they served the people through
‘minimum resources’ and maximum struggle’. The Prime Minister recalled our former Prime Ministers
Shri Lal Bahadur Shastriji and Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayeeji. He said that Shastriji gave us the slogan: ‘Jai
Jawan, Jai Kisan’, while Atalji added ‘Jai Vigyan’ to it. He said that now the time has come to take a
step further, by adding ‘Jai Anusandhan’. The Prime Minister emphasized that the pursuit of science is
fulfilled through the achievement of two objectives: generation of profound or disruptive knowledge;
and use of that knowledge for socio-economic good.

· The Prime Minister inaugurated the Integrated Check Post at Moreh in Manipur. He also inaugurated
the Dolaithabi Barrage Project, the FCI Food Storage Godown at Sawombung, and projects related
to water supply and tourism. He dedicated to the nation the 400 kV Double Circuit Silchar-Imphal
line. He also laid the foundation stone for sports projects. Addressing the gathering, Mr. Modi paid
homage to the brave freedom fighters, especially the women freedom fighters of Manipur. He recalled
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that undivided India’s first interim government had been established at Moirang in Manipur. He also
recalled the support that the Azad Hind Fauj had received from people in the North East. He said
Manipur has an important role to play in New India’s growth story.

· Handing over LPG connection to a woman beneficiary that marked a milestone of six crore such
connections under the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana, the Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu
hailed it as a revolutionary scheme that transformed the lives of women from poor families. ‘In short,
this is a spectacular achievement by any government in such a short time’, he observed. Speaking after
handing over connections to several women at a function organized by the Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas, he termed it as a ‘momentous occasion’ that celebrates clean cooking fuel reaching six
crore homes. It was even more heartening as the achievement came when the country is celebrating the
150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, who envisioned a self-reliant India, a country that occupies
a place of pride and dignity in the world order.

· The Parliament has passed the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (Amendment)
Bill, 2018, with the Rajya Sabha approving it on January 3, 2019. The Lok Sabha had already passed
the bill seeking to further amend the Right to Education Act, 2009 to abolish the no-detention policy in
schools. No student can be detained upto class 8th under current provisions of the Act. As per the
amendment, it would be left to the States to decide whether to constitute the no-detention policy.

· The Parliament has passed the National Council for Teacher Education (Amendment) Bill, 2018 with
the Rajya Sabha approving it on January 3, 2019. The Lok Sabha had already passed it. The bill seeks
to grant retrospective recognition to Central and State institutions which had conducted teacher education
course without approval by the Council. This will be a one-time measure to ensure that the future of
about 17 thousand students having degrees from such institutions is secured. All institutions running
teacher education courses, such as B.Ed, have to obtain recognition from the Council.

19 – 25 January 2019
· Parliament has passed the Constitution 124th (Amendment) Bill, 2019. The legislation provides for ten

per cent reservation in government jobs and admission in educational institutions to economically
backward people among upper castes. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has described the passage of
the quota bill as a victory of social justice and said it will ensure a wider canvas for the youth to
showcase their prowess and contribute towards the country’s transformation. In a tweet, Mr. Modi
said he is delighted over the passage of the Constitution (124th amendment) Bill, which provides 10
per cent reservation to general category poor in jobs and education. Prime Minister said he is glad to
see such widespread support for it. Mr. Modi said the passage of the bill is a tribute to the makers of
the Constitution and great freedom fighters, who envisioned an India that is strong and inclusive. Prime
Minister said, the house also witnessed a vibrant debate, where several members expressed their
insightful opinions. „

· The Lok Sabha has passed the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill. The Bill seeks to amend the Citizenship
Act, 1955 to make illegal migrants who are Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and Christians from
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Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan, eligible for citizenship. Under the 1955 Act, one of the
requirements for citizenship by naturalization is that the applicant must have resided in India during the
last 12 months, and for 11 of the previous 14 years. The bill relaxes this 11-year requirement to six
years for persons belonging to the all the six religions from the three countries. Replying to a debate on
the Bill, Home Minister Rajnath Singh said, the bill is not just for Assam but for other states too. He
said it is also for migrants who have come from the Western borders and have settled down in Rajasthan,
Punjab and Delhi. „

· Giving a major push to develop and enhance Tourism infrastructure in Agra, the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi launched a series of development projects worth Rs. 2900 Crores for the Agra city
and the adjoining areas. The Prime Minister dedicated to the nation, Gangajal project, which will
provide Agra with better and more assured water supply, at an estimated cost of Rs. 2880 crores.
Gangajal project aims to bring 140 cusecs of Ganga water to Agra. This will help meet the drinking
water demands in the city. Prime Minister laid the foundation Stone of Integrated Command and
Control Centre for Agra Smart City. In this project CCTVs will be installed throughout Agra City for
monitoring and surveillance for the purpose of safety and security. This will help to develop Agra as a
modern world class smart city, befitting its stature as a premium tourist destination, at a total cost of Rs.
285 crores. „

· Information and Broadcasting Minister Rajyavardhan Rathore launched ‘Sharing of All India Radio
News with Private FM broadcasters’ in New Delhi. Private FM channels can now carry All India
Radio News free of cost on trial basis up to 31st May this year. News Services Division of All India
Radio has permitted its news bulletins in English and Hindi to be carried in unaltered form by Private
FM Channels as per certain terms and conditions. Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Rathore said it is a
matter of happiness that a common citizen can now listen to the news on any FM channel. He said an
aware citizen is an empowered citizen and added that this step is a collaborative effort of bringing
together all the Radio Stations of India to inform, educate and empower people. „

· An agreement for Renukaji Dam Multipurpose Project was signed in New Delhi on Friday among the
States of Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Delhi, Rajasthan and Uttarakhand in the presence
of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation Minister Nitin Gadkari. All the six
Chief Ministers were present on the occasion. Under the agreement, three storage projects are proposed
to be constructed on the river Yamuna and two of its tributaries - Tons and Giri in the hilly regions of
Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh. These include Lakhwar project on river Yamuna in Uttarakhand,
Kishau on river Tons in Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh and Renukaji on river Giri in Himachal
Pradesh. „

· The government launched Web- Wonder Women Campaign to celebrate the exceptional achievements
of women who have influenced and impacted society through social media. The Campaign aims to
recognize the fortitude of Indian women stalwarts from across the globe who have used the power of
social media to run positive campaigns to steer a change in society. Launching the campaign in New
Delhi, Women and Child Development Minister Maneka Gandhi said, Indian women have always
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been enterprising and have created a positive impact on society with their hard work, experience and
knowledge. „

· External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj said, her ministry is working constantly to promote Hindi
language at a world level. Addressing a function to mark World Hindi Diwas in New Delhi on January
10, Mrs. Swaraj said, several steps has been taken by her ministry to popularize the language. She a
lso commended Kendriya Hindi Sansthan for teaching the language to students and promoting it.

26 January – 1 February 2019
· Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that the Constitutional amendment to provide 10 per cent

reservation to economically poor in the general category was achieved due to the political
willof his government. Mr. Modi said, the economic reservation has been given without impacting the
existing social reservations. He said, the new reservation will be implemented in 40,000 colleges
across 900 universities in the country from this academic year. Prime Minister said, the number of seats
will be increased by 10 per cent. Mr. Modi was addressing a gathering after inaugurating the 1500 bed
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Institute of Medical Science and Research at Ahmedabad in Gujarat. Mr.
Modi said the Institute will be linked to the Ayushman Bharat scheme so that poor people can avail
medical facilities free of cost. Prime Minister said, this will be the first government hospital to have a
helipad. Mr. Modi said the new medical facility will help boost health sector in Gujarat. „

· President Ram Nath Kovind Inaugurated the three day Gandhian Resurgence Summit at Parmarth
Niketan camp at the ongoing Prayagraj Kumbh. About 300 Gandhians from different parts of the
country and organizations are participating in the Summit. Speaking at the event, the President said that
Kumbh is the biggest congregation of humanity of the world and this provides for a great platform to
spread the messages of Cleanliness and eradication of untouchability as was practiced by Mahatma
Gandhi. He said that this would be true homage to the Father of the Nation. „

· The Pradhan Mantri Rozgar Protsahan Yojana, PMRPY has crossed the milestone of one crore
beneficiaries as on the 14th of this month. The Centre’s flagship scheme launched on 7th August, 2016
incentivizes employers to promote employment generation. An official release said one lakh 24 thousand
establishments have benefitted from the scheme. Under the scheme, government pays full employers’
contribution of 12 per cent towards Employees’ Provident Fund and Employees’ Pension Scheme for
a period of 3 years to new employees registered with EPFO, with salary up to Rs. 15,000 per month.

· India will train participants from 45 countries in nano-satellite making through a new capacity building
programme. The programme named Unispace Nanosatellite Assembly and Training by ISRO (UNNATI)
was flagged off by Minister of State in Department of Space Jitendra Singh in Bengaluru. Speaking on
the occasion, ISRO chairman K Sivan said, the programme allows India to share its knowledge and
expertise in space sector with other countries. ISRO will train 90 officials from 45 countries in three
batches. The first batch will have 30 participants from 17 countries. The programme is the space
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agency’s initiative to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the first United Nations Conference on the
Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNISPACE50) in 1968. „

· Indian Institute of Technology-Hyderabad (IIT-H) has announced the launch of a full-fledged bachelor’s
programme in Artificial Intelligence (AI) technology from the new academic session, a first for the
country and only the third globally. IIT-H is already offering a Masters in Technology programme in AI
Machine Learning (ML). Besides IIT, Carnegie Mellon University and Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT), both of which are in the US, offer full-fledged B. Tech programmes in AI. The new
course will have 20 seats and the eligibility is clearing the JEE-Advanced test.

2 – 8 February 2019
· 15th Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas (PBD) culminated on January 23, 2019 with valedictory address of

President Ram Nath Kovind in Uttar Pradesh. The President also conferred the Pravasi Bharatiya
Samman Awards to persons of Indian origin for excellence in various fields. The three day long convention
was organized in Varanasi. The theme of PBD Convention 2019 was “Role of Indian Diaspora in
building New India”.

· The Indian Space Research Organisation successfully launched the PSLV C 44 carrying Kalamsat
and Microsat R. Speaking after the launch, ISRO chairman, Dr. K.Sivan termed the mission as a
grand success. He said that the rocket precisely injected the Microsat R in its designated orbit. He said
that Kalamsat was a great gift on the Republic Day for the Nation.

· The 9th National Voters’ Day was celebrated across the country on January 25 for enhanced participation
of citizens in the electoral process. The National Awards for the Best Electoral Practices was conferred
on Officers for their outstanding performance in the conduct of elections. President Ram Nath Kovind
was the Chief Guest at the main function being organized by Election Commission in New Delhi. Chief
Election Commissioners and senior officials from Bangladesh, Bhutan, Kazakhstan, Maldives, Russia
and Sri Lanka also joined the occasion. The National Voters’ Day is celebrated all over the country on
January 25 every year since 2011 to mark the Foundation day of Election Commission of India, which
was established on 25th January 1950. The main purpose of the celebration is to encourage, facilitate
and maximize the enrollment, especially for the new voters. In view of the upcoming Lok Sabha
Elections, No Voter to be Left Behind was selected as the theme for the National Voters’ Day.

· Famous Hindi writer and essayist, Krishna Sobti passed away. She was 94. She had won the Sahitya
Akademi Award in 1980 for her novel Zindaginama and was awarded the Jnanpith in 2017 for her
contribution to Indian literature.

· Navy Chief Admiral Sunil Lamba commissioned the Naval Air Base ‘INS Kohassa’ at Diglipur in
Andaman and Nicobar Islands. This will be the countries’ third Naval air facility after INS Utkarsh at
Port Blair and INS Baaz at Campbell Bay in the Andaman that overlooks key sea lanes of communication
and strategic points. Speaking on the occasion, Admiral Lamba emphasized that INS Kohassa will
enhance Indian Navy’s operational capabilities in the region. He said the Naval Air Station has been
developed to meet both military and civil needs as it will also provide impetus to the UDAN scheme.



DIRECTION
INSTITUTE FOR IAS EXAMINATIONGS Prelims 2019 12

9 – 15 February 2019
· President Ram Nath Kovind has said the government has commenced its journey towards building a

New India. Addressing the joint sitting of both Houses of Parliament on January 31, he said, it is an
India where every person has access to basic amenities, gets justice with dignity and is healthy, secure
and educated. The President said it is an India where there are equal opportunities of advancement for
everyone and where every daughter feels safe. He said it is an India, which commands the respect of
the entire world. The President said the government has taken numerous steps to ensure social and
economic development in the last four-and-a-half years. He said sanitation coverage under Swachh
Bharat Mission has reached 98 per cent from less than 40 per cent till 2014. Mr. Kovind said improved
sanitation coverage has led to better health of citizens, especially the poor who are vulnerable to
diseases, such as malaria and diarrhoea. Mr. Kovind informed that 13 crore households have been
provided with free LPG connections. He said in the last four months, more than 10 lakh people have
availed themselves of free medical treatment under the Ayushman Bharat programme. Mr. Kovind
reiterated the government’s commitment to double farmers’ income by 2022.

· Former defence minister George Fernandes passed away aged 88 on January 29 2019. Fernandes,
who served as the defence minister in the NDA government headed by Atal Bihari Vajpayee between
1998 and 2004, was suffering from Alzheimer’s and had withdrawn from public life over the past
decade. His last stint as a parliamentarian was as a Rajya Sabha MP between August 2009 and July
2010.

· NITI Aayog Vice Chairman Rajiv Kumar said the government will release the job data when it is
ready. Addressing media in New Delhi, Mr. Kumar said, media reports that joblessness had reached
a four-decade high post-demonetisation are not verified. He said the government will release its
employment report by March this year after collating quarter-on-quarter data.

· Six days cultural extravaganza Bharat Parv concluded in New Delhi on 31 January. The festival was
organized by the Ministry of Tourism at the Red Fort from 26th to 31st of this month. The major
attractions of the festival were the replica of the Statue of Unity and also a Gandhi Gram in which 10
painting artists created paintings on the theme ideology of Mahatma Gandhi. Twenty-seven states
participated in the festival by showcasing their food, handicrafts and tourism products. Addressing the
gathering at the closing ceremony Tourism Minister K.J. Alphons said that everyone should travel and
promote tourism in the country.

· Supreme Court Judge, Justice, Deepak Gupta has said that institutionalization of Arbitration in the
country is the need of the hour and it should be a full-time career-oriented activity. Justice Gupta was
speaking at a Conference on Strengthening Arbitration in India in New Delhi. Talking about the long-
pending legal cases, Justice Gupta said, in country like India where legal process is very slow, inclusion
of Arbitration into legal system is very much essential. He said lack of infrastructure and judges is the
main reason behind delay in justice.

16 – 22 February 2019
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· Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that crores of new jobs have been created in the country in formal
and unorganized sectors including transport, hotels and infrastructure. Replying to the Motion of Thanks
on the President’s Address in the Lok Sabha, Mr. Modi rejected the opposition’s allegations of rising
unemployment. He said, jobs have been created both in informal and formal sectors in last four and
half years. He said, informal sector accounts for 85 to 90 per cent while the formal sector provides
only 10 to 15 per cent employment in the country. The Prime Minister said in 15 months till November
2018, 1.8 crore people got enrolled in the Employees Provident Fund for the first time. Of these 64
per cent were below 28 years of age. He said, about 6 lakh 35 thousand new professionals have filed
income tax returns in the last four years. Mr. Modi said, the government has launched several initiatives
like Skill India, Stand-Up India and Digital India aimed at promoting self employment in the country. „

· The President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind, presented the Sangeet Natak Akademi Awards for the
year 2017 at a function held at Rashtrapati Bhavan on February 06, 2019. „

· In Udhampur, 92 army men were awarded Sena medals at an investiture ceremony for their gallantry
and distinguished services. Lieutenant General Ranbir Singh, GOC-in-C of Northern Command
presented 76 medals for gallantry services, 7 medals for distinguished services and 8 for Vishist Seva.
Lance Naik Nazir Ahmed Wani, a recipient of Ashok Chakra was also awarded Bar to Sena Medal
posthumously which was received by his wife. Twenty units of the army were also awarded appreciation
for their outstanding performance in the Command Theatre in 2018.

23 February – 1 March 2019
· India has withdrawn the Most Favoured Nation status granted to Pakistan following the Pulwama

terror attack in Jammu and Kashmir in which 39 security personnel were martyred. A decision in this
regard was taken during the meeting of the Cabinet Committee on Security, CCS in New Delhi.
Briefing reporters after the meeting, Union Minister Arun Jaitley said, it has also been decided that
Ministry of External Affairs will initiate all possible diplomatic steps which are to be taken to ensure the
complete isolation Pakistan from the international community. He said the CCS chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi also observed a two minute silence in honour of the CRPF personnel who
laid down their lives for the nation. He said a detailed assessment of the incident was also carried out
in the CCS meet. Mr. Jaitley said people who are responsible and have supported this act of terrorism
will have to pay a heavy price for it. He also said Home Minister Rajnath Singh is visiting Srinagar to
assess the situation and after his return, an all-party meeting will be convened.

· The last session of 16th Lok Sabha came to an end on February 13, 2019. Giving the details for the
tenure of 16th Lok Sabha, Parliamentary Affairs Minister Narendra Singh Tomar informed that there
were a total number of 331 sittings for Lok Sabha. 205 bills were passed and the productivity was 85
percent. For Rajya Sabha, 154 bills were passed and the productivity was 68 percent. Mr. Tomar said
the Interim Budget Session has been successful in terms of wide participation of all political parties in
discussions on various issues of national importance. The just concluded Parliament session provided
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10 sittings spread just-concluded of 14 days. The productivity of Lok Sabha was 89 percent and that
of Rajya Sabha was 8 percent. The Interim Budget for 2019-20 was presented the 1st of this month.

· Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched various development projects worth over Rs 20000 crore at
Jhansi in Uttar Pradesh on February 15, 2019. Mr. Modi laid the foundation stone of the Defence
Corridor. Jhansi is one of the six nodal points of the UP defence corridor. He also laid the foundation
stones of two drinking water projects. Speaking on the occasion, the Prime Minister said, the defence
corridor from Jhansi to Agra will strengthen the defence production in the country and stop migration.
He said Centre as well as the state government is doing everything for the development of Bundelkhand
region.

· Union Minister Arun Jaitley has assumed the charge of Ministry of Finance and Ministry of Corporate
Affairs. The charge of the Ministries was given to Union Minister Piyush Goyal on a temporary basis
on the 23rd of January. President Ram Nath Kovind, as advised by Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
has directed that the Finance and Corporate Affairs portfolios be assigned to Union Minister Arun
Jaitley.

· Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has approved the continuation of sub-schemes
under Umbrella programme for the development of Scheduled Tribes from the period till March 2020.
Briefing reporters after the Cabinet meeting, Finance Minister Piyush Goyal said, over 10 crores
Scheduled Tribe people will benefit from it. The total layout for the programme is 11,900 crore rupees.
The scheme will also promote efficiency in the delivery of service and enhance the reach of welfare
schemes of government in service deficient tribal areas in the sectors such as livelihood, health, education,
through efforts of Voluntary Organizations.

· The Supreme Court has directed all state governments to sensitize their police personnel about scrapped
Section 66A of Information Technology Act, so that people are not unnecessarily arrested under the
provision. Section 66A of IT Act provided for jail term to people who post offensive content online
and it was scrapped by the apex court in March 2015.

· Sushil Chandra has assumed charge as the new Election Commissioner of India in New Delhi. He is an
Indian Revenue Service officer of 1980 batch. The poll body now has Sunil Arora as Chief Election
Commissioner and Ashok Lavasa and Sushil Chandra as Election commissioners.

2 – 8 March 2019
· President Ram Nath Kovind has promulgated four Ordinances. These are the Muslim Women (Protection

of Rights on Marriage) Second Ordinance, the Indian Medical Council (Amendment) Second
Ordinance, the Companies (Amendment) Second Ordinance and the Banning of Unregulated Deposit
Schemes Ordinance, 2019.

· The Government has decided to stop the share of river waters which flow into Pakistan. In a series of
tweets, Minister for Water Resources Nitin Gadkari said, Government of India will divert water from
Eastern rivers and supply it to the people in Jammu and Kashmir and Punjab. According to the Indus
Waters Treaty, subject to certain conditions, India has the right to use water flowing in eastern rivers,
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namely, the Beas, the Ravi and the Sutlej while Pakistan controls the right to use water in western
rivers, namely, the Indus, the Jhelum and the Chenab.

9 – 15 March 2019
· The Indian Air Force conducted an air strike on the biggest terror camp of Pakistan based Jaish-e-

Mohammed (JeM) in Balakot in the wee hours on February 26. Briefing the media in New Delhi,
Foreign Secretary Vijay Gokhale said, credible information was received that JeM was attempting
other suicide terror attacks in the country and terrorists were being trained for that purpose.

· India has said it has conclusive evidence of Pakistan F-16 jets violating Indian airspace to target its
military posts following which the Indian Air Force shot down one F-16 in aerial engagement. In a joint
press briefing of the three Services in New Delhi, Air Vice Marshal R.G.K. Kapoor said, Pakistan Air
Force’s jets attempting to target military installations were intercepted by Indian Air Force fighter
aircraft which thwarted their plans.

· Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicated to the nation the National War Memorial near India Gate in
New Delhi. He lighted the eternal flame at the central obelisk in the war memorial complex. The
memorial honours about 26 thousand soldiers, who have laid down their lives in the service of the
nation since Independence. The National War Memorial commemorates the soldiers who participated
and made the supreme sacrifice in Peace Keeping Missions and Counter Insurgency Operations. The
complex includes a central obelisk, an eternal flame and six bronze murals depicting famous battles
fought by Indian Army, Air Force and Navy. Busts of the 21 awardees of Param Veer Chakra have
been installed at Param Yoddha Sthal.

· External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj briefed the Opposition leaders on the air strike conducted by
Indian Air Force on Jaish-e-Mohammed terror camp. Talking to media after an all-party meeting
convened in New Delhi, Ms Swaraj said leaders of all the parties praised the security forces and
supported the government’s anti-terror operations.

· President Ramnath Kovind gave away the Gandhi Peace Prize for four years from 2015 to 2018.
Vivekananda Kendra, Kanyakumari, got the award for 2015 for their contribution to rural development,
education, development of natural resources. For 2016, it has been jointly given to Akshaya Patra
foundation for its contribution in providing mid-day meals to children and Sulabh International for i
mproving the condition of sanitation and emancipation of manual scavengers. Ekal Abhiyan Trust has
won the award for 2017 for their contribution in providing education to rural and tribal children in
remote areas, rural empowerment, gender, and social equality. Goodwill Ambassador of the World
Health Organisation for Leprosy Elimination Yohei Sasakawa has been honoured with Gandhi Peace
Prize for 2018 for his role in leprosy eradication.

· Union Cabinet approved setting up of a Railway Zone at Vishakhapatnam in Andhra Pradesh and a
new division with headquarter at Rayagada in Odisha by reorganizing the existing South Central Railway
and East Coast Railway. Setting up of the new Railway Zone will bring optimality with regard to size
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and scale of railway operations and also meet the persistent demand and aspirations of the people of
the area. Southern Coast Railway will be 18th Railway zone of the Indian Railways.

· Prime Minister Narendra Modi stressed the need to connect people with innovation, science and
technology. He was speaking after giving away the Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Prizes for Science and
Technology for the years 2016, 2017 and 2018 in New Delhi. Mr. Modi said the theme for this year’s
National Science Day, which is, Science For Society and Society For Science is very relevant. Eleven
scientists were given the Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Prize for 2016. The awardees include Dr Rishikesh
Narayan of Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru and Dr. Amalendu Krishna of Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research, Mumbai. Among the ten scientists who got the prize for 2017 are Dr. Deepak
Gaur of Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi and Dr. S Suresh Babu of Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre.
There were thirteen prize winners for 2018. They include Dr. Amit Kumar of IIT, Delhi and Dr. Nitin
Saxena, IIT, Kanpur. The Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Prize is the most coveted national recognition
bestowed upon young scientists and engineers to honour their research and developmental work in
India. It was first instituted in 1957 to honour the eminent scientist Dr. Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar who
was also the founder Director and the chief architect of Council of Scientific and Industrial Research,
CSIR. It is awarded annually for notable and outstanding research, applied or fundamental, in Biological
Sciences, Chemical Sciences, Earth, Atmosphere, Engineering Sciences, Mathematical Sciences,
Medical Sciences and Physical Sciences.

· Civil Aviation Minister Suresh Prabhu released the passenger charter which specifies rights of air
travellers, at an event in New Delhi. The charter states that if a domestic flight is expected to be
delayed by more than six hours, then the airline will offer an option of alternate flight to the passenger
within that time, or it will refund the full price of the ticket. It also said that if a passenger is informed of
flight cancellation less than two weeks before departure, the airline must offer an alternate flight to
passenger or refund the ticket completely.


