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• Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said a strong India-China relationship is important not only for the
mutual benefit of the people of both countries but also for the region and the world. Mr. Modi said this
during his meeting with State Councilor of China Yang Jiechi who called on him in New Delhi. During the
meeting, Mr. Jiechi and National Security Advisor Ajit Doval briefed the Prime Minister on the 20th round
of talks between Special Representatives of China and India on the Boundary Question. The meeting
focused on bringing out the full potential of the Closer developmental Partnership between the two countries.

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Lakshadweep, Tamil Nadu and Kerala on 19th of this month to
meet cyclone Ockhi affected people and reviewed relief and rehabilitation work. During his day-long visit,
Mr. Modi chaired a high level meeting at Kavaratti in Lakshadweep. He also took stock of relief measures
at Kanyakumari in Tamil Nadu and Thiruvananthapuram in Kerala. The cycle has left a trail of destruction
leading to loss of life and damage to property. In Kerala, around 70 people have lost their lives in the
cyclone. About 100 fishermen are still missing. The Prime Minister visited the cyclone-hit Poonthura region
in Thiruvananthapuram. The Prime Minister has announced immediate financial assistance worth 325 crore
rupees to cater to the requirements of Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Lakshadweep. The financial assistance is
over and above the assistance of 280 crore rupees to Tamil Nadu, and 76 crore rupees to Kerala, dispersed
earlier this month, after Cyclone Ockhi.

• Union Cabinet has approved a new Consumer Protection Bill that seeks to establish an authority to safeguard
consumers’ rights, has the provisions for penalty and jail terms in case of adulteration and misleading
advertisements by companies. Official sources said, celebrities endorsing misleading advertisements will
also be liable for fine and ban upto three years as per the new bill.

• Minister of Communications Manoj Sinha launched DARPAN, the Digital Advancement of Rural Post
Office for A New India in New Delhi. The IT modernization project aims at realizing financial inclusion on
un-banked rural population. The project has an outlay of 1400 crore rupees and intends to provide a low
power technology solution to each branch postmaster. This will enable each of approximately 1.29 lakhs
branch post offices to improve service delivery. DARPAN offers core banking services to the account
holders.

• Good Governance Day was observed on December 25 to mark the birthday of former Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee. Speaking at an event, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said, Good governance is the key
to all-round development and it is time people shun the attitude of seeking personal gains while drawing up
public schemes.

• Minister for Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions, Dr. Jitendra Singh launched the electronic-Human
Resource Management System (e-HRMS) in New Delhi on the occasion of Good Governance Day. The
Minister launched the 25 applications of 5 modules of the system. The e-service book launched for DoPT
during March this year will also be integrated into the e-HRMS.

• Mr. Vijay Rupani was sworn in as the 16th Chief Minister of Gujarat along with 19 Ministers, including
Nitin Patel, Deputy Chief Minister, after the BJP’s victory in the recent Assembly elections. The ruling party
won the elections for the sixth consecutive time.
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• Mr. Jai Ram Thakur was sworn in as the 14th Chief Minister of Himachal Pradesh after the Bharatiya
Janata party wrested power in the assembly elections. He took oath along with 11 other ministers at a
ceremony held at the Ridge ground in Shimla.

• India successfully carried out an interceptor missile test, validating the reliability of its two-layered Ballistic
Missile Defence. The indigenously developed supersonic interceptor missile is capable of destroying any
incoming enemy ballistic missile at low altitude. The interceptor was engaged against a Prithvi missile
launched from Integrated Test Range at Chandipur in Odisha.

• Government will open more AYUSH Universities and colleges across the country in coming years to
promote integrated health care system. This was stated by AYUSH Minister Shripad Yesso Naik in Lok
Sabha, while replying to supplementaries. Mr. Naik said his ministry has approved 67 units of public health
outreach activities under National AYUSH Mission to Kerala.

• President Ram Nath Kovind inaugurated the 100th Annual Conference of the Indian Economic Association
at Acharya Nagarjuna University in Guntur of Andhra Pradesh. Indian Economic Association is a registered
body of Indian economic professionals, established way back in 1917, with the objective of providing a
forum for debate and discussion of policy-oriented issues.

• 14 people died and 16 others injured after a major fire broke out at a building in Kamala Mills Compound
in Lower Parel in Mumbai. Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis has ordered an inquiry into the
incident.

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said relative backwardness of some regions is an injustice to the
people of those regions. Addressing collectors and Officers-in-charge of aspirational districts, in New
Delhi, Mr. Modi said, there is a need to make efforts to develop 115 backward districts. He said regional
imbalances should not be allowed to increase indefinitely and the development of backward districts is
imperative.

• The Budget Session of Parliament will be convened from 29th of this month. Cabinet Committee on
Parliamentary Affairs (CCPA) has recommended to the President to convene the session. Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Ananth Kumar told reporters in New Delhi that President will address the joint sitting of
both houses on the opening day. The budget will be presented on 1st February. The Winter Session of
Parliament concluded on 5th January.

• The Ministry of women and child Development has launched NARI, an online portal, which will serve as
the national repository comprising of all kinds of information, which will benefit women across the country.

• The Government has said 65 percent of the country’s population will be covered by FM transmitters soon.
Replying to questions in the Lok Sabha, Minister of State for Information and Broadcasting Rajyavardhan
Rathore said, now 52 percent of the population is covered by FM transmitters. Replying to supplementary
question from members, Information and Broadcasting Minister Smriti Irani said 57 All India Radio (AIR)
towers are shared with private broadcasters on rental basis.

• Mr. Vijay Gokhale has been appointed as the new foreign secretary. An Indian Foreign Service (IFS)
officer of the 1981 batch, Gokhale will succeed S. Jaishankar of the 1977 batch, Ambassador of the US
during his three-year tenure.

• Mr. Rajinder Khanna, a former chief of the country’s external intelligence agency (RAW), has been appointed
as the Deputy National Security Adviser (NSA), according to an official order.
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• A new species of blind fish has been discovered inside a cave in East Jaintia Hills district of Meghalaya.
According to a New Zealand-based science journal, the fish – Schistura larketensis – gets its name from
Larket village, where the cave has been found.

• Our new balsam species have been discovered in Arunachal Pradesh during a Himalayas expedition.
Researchers from the University of Calicut in Kerala came across the new species while scouring the
Eastern Himalayas as part of an expedition supported by the Department of Science and Technology and
the International Association for Plant Taxonomy, Slovakia.

• The Pension Fund Regulatory and development Authority of India (PFRDA) run Atal Pension Yojana
(APY) has reached a subscriber base of 80 lakh. The PFRDA said in a statement that the subscribers’
base under the Atal Pension Yojana (APY) has reached more than 80 lakhs and growing at a good pace.
Uttar Pradesh is the highest contributing state at 11.41 lakh APY subscribers, followed by Bihar and Tamil
Nadu.

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi interacted with leading economists and other experts across sectors. The
meeting at NITI Aayog in New Delhi focused on finding ways to doubling farmers’ income. The issue was
discussed at length during the meeting at NITI Aayog in New Delhi where over 40 economists and experts
were present. Talking to reporters after the meeting, NITI Aayog Vice Chairman Rajiv Kumar said, Mr.
Modi interacted with experts and secretaries who shared their views on various economic themes such as
macro-economy, agriculture and rural development, employment, health and education, manufacturing and
exports, urban development, infrastructure and connectivity.

• India successfully launched weather observation satellite Cartosat 2 Series and 30 other spacecraft onboard
its dependable Polar rocket from Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh. The Cartosat 2 Series satellite, the seventh
in the series, a nano satellite and 28 commercial payloads were successfully injected into the orbit one by
one by the PSLV C-40. ISRO’s Telemetry, Tracking and Command Network took control of the Cartosat
2 Series satellite, India’s 100 in space. International customer satellites are three micro and 25 nano-
satellites from six countries – Canada, Finland, France, Korea, the United Kingdom and the United States.

• The Supreme Court has said it would constitute a fresh three-member SIT to monitor the probe into the
riot cases that followed the assassination of former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in 1984. A bench headed
by Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra asked the Centre to suggest names for its consideration and
appointment in the proposed SIT. The bench, also comprising Justices A.M. Khanwilkar and D.Y.
Chandrachud, said the proposed committee will be headed by a former High Court Judge.

• The Unique Identification Authority of India, UIDAI has introduced a concept of Virtual ID to further
strengthen privacy and security of Aadhaar number holders. The Aadhaar number holder can use Virtual
ID in place of an Aadhaar number whenever authentication of KYC services are performed.

• Army Chief General Bipin Rawat has said that infrastructure development on northern borders has to be
stepped up. Addressing annual press conference in New Delhi, General Rawat said, the Army is also
focusing on improving cyber security. The chief of the Army Staff said the Army will get over one lakh 86
thousand bulletproof jackets phase wise starting from June. General Rawat said, terrorism in Kashmir is
not over and the focus of operations will shift to North Kashmir this year. He said India has to wait and
watch the impact of the US pressure on Pakistan.

• Senior space scientist Dr. K. Sivan has been appointed the new chairman of the Indian Space Research
Organisation, ISRO. The Appointments Committee of the Union Cabinet gave the approval for his elevation.
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Dr. Sivan is currently the Director the Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre, Thiruvananthapuram, an arm of the
national space agency ISRO.

• India has registered significant decline in mortality rate of children under five years of age. According to the
recently released 2016 sample registration system (SRS) bulletin, under-five mortality rate (U5MR) in
India showed an impressive decline of 9 percent, from 43 per 1,000 in 2015 to 39 per 1,000 in 2016.
According to a health ministry statement, for the first time, the number of under-five deaths in the country
has come down to below 1 million.

• Prime Minister has said that India has become the center of attraction to the world and International
Ratings Agencies have acknowledged its progress. In an interview to a TV channel, Mr. Modi said massive
Foreign Direct Investment is coming to the country and India never witnessed such a jump in the FDI in the
past. He said the country’s democratic values are a great attraction to the world.

• The Election Commission has announced the schedule for the Assembly elections in Tripura, Meghalaya
and Nagaland. Addressing a press conference in New Delhi, Chief Election Commissioner A.K. Joti said,
in Tripura, the polling will take place on the 18th of next month, while Meghalaya and Nagaland will go to
polls on 27th February. The counting of votes for all the three states will be held on 3rd March.

• India has successfully test-fired indigenously developed long-range surface-to-surface ballistic missile, Agni-
5, off the Odisha coast. The state-of-the-art missile, developed by the Defence Research and Development
Organisation DRDO, was test fired successfully from the Abdul Kalam Wheeler Island at 9.54 AM. The
three-stage solid propellant Agni-5 missile has a strike range of over 5,000 km and can carry a nuclear
warhead of more than one tonne.

• The Government has launched 100 accessible websites for Divyangs. These 100 government websites are
now divyang friendly. The divyang-friendly websites, especially for visually impaired, use features such as
screen readers and screen magnifiers, which can relay website content to the user in audio format. Mr.
Gehlot said 900 such websites will be launched in a phased manner.

• Pradhan Mantri Surakshit Matritva Abhiyan (PMSMA) has crossed one crore mark in antenatal check-
ups. The programme was launched in 2016 to fulfil Mr. Modi’s vision and ensure comprehensive and
quality antenatal checkups to pregnant women across country. The PMSMA has provided quality antenatal
checkups to pregnant women on the 9th of every month. Health Minister J.P. Nadda has said now safe
pregnancy has become a social movement in country.

• Centre announced the Prime Minister’s Shram Awards for 2016, which will be conferred on 50 workers
including three women for their distinguished and outstanding performances. Shram Awards are given in
four categories namely Shram Ratna Award, Shram Bhushan Award, Shram Vir/Shram Virangana and
Shram Shree/Shram Devi Awards. 34 workers from Public Sector and 16 workers from Private Sectors
have won the Awards.

• Union Minister of Textiles Smriti Irani said that India has potential to become the one-stop sourcing destination
for brands and retailers from ASEAN as opportunities exist for textile manufacturers from the 10-nation
bloc to invest here and cater to the domestic market as well as exports. Addressing a seminar on India-
ASEAN Weaving Textiles Relationship, Smt. Irani said, India has strengths in production and exports of
almost all kinds of textiles and apparel including all handloom and handicraft products that demonstrate the
unique skills of the country’s weavers and artisans.
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• Twenty MLAs of the ruling Aam Aadmi Party, AAP, in Delhi have been disqualified from the Legislative
Assembly in the Office of Profit case. President Ram Nath Kovind accepted the recommendation of the
Election Commission, seeking the MLAs disqualification. A total of 21 MLAs were facing a complaint of
holding office of profit. The disqualified MLAs were appointed as Parliamentary Secretaries to the Ministers
of the Delhi government to assist in their work.

• Union Cabinet approved the Prime Minister’s Research Fellows (PMRF) scheme with a cost of Rs. 1650
crore for a period of seven years starting from 2018-19. According to the Government statement, the best
students who have completed or are in the final year of B. Tech or integrated M. Tech from IISC/IITs/
NITs/IISERs/IIITs will be offered direct admission in Ph. D programmes in IITs and IISC. Each fellow will
get a fellowship of Rs. 70000 per month for the first two years, Rs. 75000 per month for the third year and
Rs. 80000 per month for the fourth and fifth years.

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi has sought constructive suggestions from all parties for the government’s
health care programme Ayushman Bharat which was announced recently in the Union Budget. Replying to
a debate in the Rajya Sabha on the Motion of Thanks to the President’s address, Mr. Modi said, the
Centre is always looking for suggestions, feedback and input on its schemes. He said that the Ayushman
Bharat scheme should not be compared with such similar schemes in Britain and US as every nation has its
own context, challenges and nature of working. Mr. Modi also requested the opposition parties to form a
task force within their parties to give suggestions on the health scheme.

• The Government has said the procurement of 36 Rafale aircraft through an Inter-Governmental Agreement
with France is strictly in accordance with the Defence Procurement Procedure in all aspects. In a statement,
the Defence Ministry said, unfounded allegations are being made regarding the Rafale deal. It strongly
reiterated that the deal secured by the government is better in terms of capability, price, equipment, delivery,
maintenance and training. It further said that the demand that the government disclose the details and value
of the contract for the aircraft is unrealistic.

• An indigenously developed short-range nuclear capable ballistic Agni-1 was successfully test-fired from a
mobile launcher at Pad 4 of the Integrated Test Range at Odisha’s Dr. Abdul Kalam Island, formerly
known as Wheeler Island. Agni-1 missile was launched as a part of a periodic training activity by the
Strategic Forces Command or SFC of the Indian Army to consolidate operational readiness.

• India has successfully test-fired its indigenously developed surface-to-surface nuclear capable Prithvi-II
missile off Odisha coast. Defence sources said, the missile which weighs about 4,600 kilogram, is capable
of carrying 500-1,000 kilogram of warheads and is thrusted by liquid propulsion twin engines. They said all
parameters were achieved within the stipulated period.

• Senior IPS officer Sudeep Lakhtakia has been appointed as the new Director General (DG) of the ‘black
cats’ commando force NSG. An order appointing the 1984-batch Indian Police Service (IPS) officer of
the Telangana cadre was issued by the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC), headed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

• Google and NCERT have signed a pact to integrate a course on ‘Digital Citizenship and Safety’ in information
and communication technology curriculum. Union School Education Secretary Anil Swarup said on the
occasion, ‘Internet can be used phenomenally in helping us; it has a potential of damaging the social structure
and damaging an individual. It is extremely important for us to understand how can we keep ourselves
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safe’. The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has curriculum on IT and
communication technologies embedded in teachers training programme.

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi has focused his attention on the ‘importance of stress-free examinations’
and has called on the young students to ‘pursue knowledge over marks’. In a new book, ‘Exam Warriors’,
he authored, Mr. Modi has set out to provide ‘a handy guide’ for students in India and across the world.

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that the government wants to take medical education and health
facilities to remote areas of the country. Speaking after inaugurating the New Dorji Khandu state convention
centre in Arunachal Pradesh capital, Itanagar, Mr. Modi said government has taken steps to minimize the
medical expenses. He said, about 800 medicines are now available at very cheap rates through Jan Aushadhi
Kendras. He said the Ayushman Bharat Scheme will bring medical revolution in the country. Prime Minister
also dedicated to the national Arunachal Pradesh civil secretariat building and laid the foundation stone of
the academic block of the Tomo Riba Institute of Health and Medical Science.

• The government has extended the anti-narcotics scheme for 3 more years to combat illicit trafficking in
drugs and psychotropic substance. The purpose of the scheme is to assist states and Union Territories,
which are contributing in controlling the inter-state and cross-border drug trafficking. In a notification, the
Home Ministry said, the assistance for narcotics control has been extended, with an estimated budget of
Rs. 21 crore. The most common drugs of abuse are ganja, hashish, opium and heroin. The scheme was
first launched on October 24, 2004 for a period of five years and later extended twice in subsequent years.
According to the latest assessments, there are approximately 40 lakh drug addicts in the country.

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi has asked students not to compete with others but compete with themselves.
Interacting with students on Pareeksha Par Charcha in New Delhi, Mr. Modi said, a student needs self-
confidence in addition to the right skills and means. He advised students practice Yoga for improving
concentration. Mr. Modi said students should have confidence among themselves, while preparing for
exams. He said several students lack confidence despite working hard for exams. About two thousand
school and college students attended the programme at Talkatora Stadium.

• Information and Broadcasting Minister Smriti Irani has said that stating the truth should be the sole agenda
of journalism and biased news is harmful for the society at large. Speaking at a function in New Delhi, the
Minister said that new agencies should not have any agenda and stressed on the importance of crosschecking
facts. She pointed out that journalism is not an easy job and not many people in this field want to do proper
groundwork and research. The Minister also highlighted the importance of imparting proper training to
young and aspiring journalists.

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced a defence industrial corridor in the Bundelkhand region to bring
developing in one of the most backward regions of Uttar Pradesh. At the Investors Summit-2018 in
Lucknow, the Prime Minister said that one of the two defence industrial corridors mentioned in the budget,
one is proposed in the Bundelkhand region of the State, which will bring an investment of Rs. 20,000 crore
and generate employment avenues for 2.5 lakh people.

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said, his government is working sincerely to bring a solution to the
vexed Naga political problem, and is open to consultations with all stakeholders. Addressing a rally in
Tuensang district, Mr. Modi said, his Government aims to bring infrastructure and transformation in the
state by transportation. He said the priority areas for development will include infrastructure, water, electricity,
connectivity and tourism.
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• Union Cabinet approved the setting up of a tribunal to settle a row between Odisha and Chhattisgarh on
sharing the waters of the river Mahanadi. This is in keeping with a Supreme Court order last month directing
the Centre to set up a tribunal in response to a plea by the Odisha government to stop the Chhattisgarh
government from constructing several weirs on the river.

• India test-fired it’s indigenously developed intermediate range ballistic missile Agni II from the Abdul Kalam
Island off the Odisha coast. The trial of the surface-to-surface missile was conducted from Launch Complex-
4 of Integrated Test Range in Balasore district at about 8.38 am, said an official of the defence ministry. The
trial was conducted by the Strategic Forces Command of the Indian Army as part of its user training
exercise, he added. Agni II has already been inducted into the Indian Army.

• The Union Government has issued order setting up the ‘NITI Forum for North-East’. The forum will be
co-chaired by the Vice-Chairman of NITI Aayog and minister of State (Independence Charge), Ministry
of Development of Northeastern Region (DoNER). The forum will have its Secretariat in the Ministry of
DoNER. The NITI Forum for Northeast is tasked to identify various constraints on the way of accelerated,
inclusive and sustainable economic growth in the North East Region of the country and to recommend
suitable interventions for addressing identified constraints.

• The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, CCEA, approved continuation of Prime Minister’s
Employment General Programme for three more years till 2020. It will have a total outlay of Rs. Five
thousand five hundred crore. The Scheme will create sustainable estimated employment opportunities for
15 lakh persons in three financial years.

• The Union Cabinet approved Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, Protection and Rehabilitation) Bill, 2018
for introduction in Parliament. The Bill broadly addresses the issue of trafficking from the point of view of
prevention, rescue and rehabilitation. Briefing media, Women and Child Development Minister Maneka
Gandhi said the bill has a provision for time-bound trail and repatriation of the victims within a period of one
year from taking into cognizance.

• The Prime Minister reviewed the progress in the implementation of the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas
Yojana and the Pradhan Mantri Matri Vandana Yojana. Chairing his twenty-fourth interaction through ICT-
based, multi-modal platform PRAGATI, in New Delhi, Mr. Modi also reviewed the progress of the Kedarnath
reconstruction work in Uttarakhand. During the meeting, the State Government presented the progress of
works through drone imagery. Mr. Modi also reviewed the progress of ten infrastructure projects in railways,
road, power, petroleum and coal sectors, spread over several states. These projects are cumulatively
worth over Rs. 40,000 crore.

• Information and Broadcasting Minister Smriti Irani stressed on enriching of content by Prasar Bharti. She
was addressing the 24th International Conference & Exhibition on terrestrial and satellite broadcasting at
Pragati Maidan in New Delhi on February 26. The event followed BES EXPO 2017, which was appreciated
by exhibitors as well as visitors. Nearly 300 companies from 25 countries displayed their products in BES
expo 2017 directly or through their dealers and distributors in India.

• The Union Cabinet has approved Amendment to the Housing and Telephone Facilities Rules, Constituency
Allowance Rules and Office Expense Allowance Rules for Members of Parliament. With this approval, the
constituency allowance, furniture allowance and communication expenses of the MPs will go up considerably.
The monetary ceiling of furniture at resident of Members of Parliament has been raised from Rs. 75,000 to
Rs. one lakh. The Constituency Allowance has also been increased from Rs. 45,000 to Rs. 70,000 per
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month. Besides, the Office Expense Allowance has been hiked to Rs. 60,000 per month from Rs. 45,000
earlier. It will be effective from 1st of April this year.

• Union Minister of Drinking Water and Sanitation, Sushri Uma Bharti launched the Swajal pilot project at
Village Bhikampura, Karauli, Rajasthan. Besides ensuring the availability of clean drinking water to every
household round the year, the project will also generate employment.

• Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu has asked the IPS officers to strive for continuous engagement with
public in the process of maintaining law and order. He termed the IPS, as Indian Protection Scheme in
safeguarding the society and exhorted the probationers to inculcate the qualities of firmness, selflessness,
dedication and commitment to duty. He addressed the IPS probationers and interacted with them during
his visit to the Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel National Police Academy in Hyderabad.

• Veteran actress Sridevi passed away at the age of 54. The actor died in Dubai, where she had gone along
with her family to attend a wedding. The last rites of legendary Cine actor were performed on 28 February
at Vile Parle crematorium in Mumbai with full state honours.

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the pan-India expansion of flagship programme – Beti Bachao
Beti Padhao (BBBP) – from JhunJhunu district of Rajasthan marking the International Women’s Day on
March 8. Giving a fillip to the Government’s initiative to save and educate the girl child, the programme has
been expanded from the present 161 districts to 640 all over the country. In another landmark initiative, the
Prime Minister also launched the National Nutrition Mission (NNM). Mr. Modi launched NNM-ICDS
Common Application Software. The mission strives to reduce under-nutrition and low birth weight, bring
down anaemia among young children, women and adolescent girls and to reduce the prevalence of stunting
among children.

• International Women’s Day was celebrated on 8th March. Governments, NGOs and other organizations
across the globe observe International Women’s Day to highlight the achievements of women. On the
occasion, President Ram Nath Kovind gave away the Nari Shakti awards in New Delhi. The award is
given to eminent women and institutions in recognition of their service towards the cause of women
empowerment.

• Union Minister for Chemicals & Fertilizers and Parliamentary Affairs, Shri Ananthkumar announced the
launch of ‘Suvidha’, the 100% Oxo-biodegredable Sanitary Napkin, under the Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya
Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP), in New Delhi. The affordable sanitary napkin will be available for Rs.
2.50 per pad at over 3200 Janaushadhi Kendras across India and would ensure ‘Swachhta, Swasthya and
Suvidha’ for the underprivileged Women of India.

• NITI Aayog launched the Women Entrepreneurship Platform (WEP), on the occasion of International
Women’s Day. The initiative is aimed at building an ecosystem for women across India to realize their
entrepreneurial aspirations, scale-up innovative initiatives and chalk-out sustainable, long-term strategies
for their businesses.

• BJP leader Biplab Kumar Deb was sworn in as the 10th Chief Minister of Tripura. Governor Tathagata
Roy administered him the oath of office and secrecy in a ceremony, held at Assam Rifles ground in Agartala.
This is the first time that BJP and its ally IPFT have taken over as the Chief Minister of the state. On the
occasion, Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed a gathering. He assured the people of the state to
fulfill their hopes and dreams. Mr. Modi urged the opposition to share their experiences with new cabinet
for the holistic development of the state.
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• In a landmark judgment, the Supreme Court allowed the ‘living will’ made by terminally-ill patients for
passive euthanasia. A five-judge constitution bench headed by Chief Justice Dipak Misra on a petition
seeking recognition of the ‘living will’, allowed passive euthanasia for patients with terminal-illness, with
guidelines and procedures. The bench, comprising justices A.K. Sikri, A.M. Khanwilkar, D.Y. Chandrachud
and Ashok Bhushan also laid down guidelines as to who would execute the will and how the nod for
passive euthanasia would be granted by the medical board.

• People’s Democratic Alliance’s leader Neiphui Rio was sworn-in as the new Chief Minister of Nagaland
while State BJP Legislatures leader Y. Patton has been appointed as Deputy Chief Minister. Nagaland
Governor P.B. Acharya administered the oath of office and secrecy to Rio and 10 of his Cabinet Ministers
apart from Deputy Chief Minister at Kohima Local Ground.

• In a major boost for research and innovation in the country, the Government has sanctioned a sum of Rs.
1000 crore for the phase two of the Impacting Research Innovation and Technology (IMPRINT) India
programme. In a statement in the Visitor’s Conference held in New Delhi, Union Minister for Human
Resources and Development Prakash Javadekar said under the IMPRINT-II, a fund is being created by
the Department of Science and Technology and Ministry of Human Resource Development together, in
which participation will come from industry and other interested Ministries. The project will be run as a
separate vertical in coordination with the DST.

• The first International Solar Alliance (ISA) Summit was held in New Delhi. Dignitaries of 23 nations,
including France, Australia and Sri Lanka, participated in the Summit. Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in
his address at the International Solar Alliance Summit, outlined a 10-point action plan to bring about a
‘worldwide solar revolution’. He stated that India would produce 175 GW of electricity from renewable
sources by 2022, as much as 100 GW from solar energy.

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the National Strategic Plan for elimination of tuberculosis. He
called for the End TB programme to be completed in Mission mode by 2025. The Prime Minister also
hailed the efforts of foot soldiers who are working on the ground as well as patients who have beaten the
disease. Creating a Swastha Bharat is part of Prime Minister’s vision of New India and the launch of the
new strategic plan is another step in this direction.

• Human Resource Development Minister Prakash Javadekar has said an Innovation Cell will be created in
his Ministry to further strengthen innovation efforts. Mr. Javadekar said, it will be headed by a Scientist and
comprise of a senior Ministry official and young professionals who bring to the table new ideas in promoting
innovation.

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the 105th session of the Indian Congress at Manipur University,
Imphal. Addressing the inaugural session of the Congress, Prime Minister exhorted scientists to extend
their research from ‘the labs to the land’ for the greater benefit of the people and said time was ripe to
redefine ‘R&D’ as research for development of the nation. He said scientific social responsibility is need of
the hour. The theme of this year’s edition of the Congress was ‘Reaching the Unreached through Science
and Technology’.

• The Union Cabinet has approved the Centrally Sponsored National Health Protection Mission (NHPM)
having central sector component under Ayushman Bharat, anchored in the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare. Union Health Minister J.P. Nadda said that NHPM is a major step towards Universal Health
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Coverage. It will protect around 50 crore people (from about 10 crore families) from catastrophic healthcare
spending.

• Parliament gave its seal of approval to the Payment of Gratuity (Amendment) Bill, 2018. The bill was
passed by voice vote in Rajya Sabha during Zero Hour without discussion. The Lok Sabha had already
passed the bill. Moving the Bill, Labour Minister Santosh Kumar Gangwar said it is a very important
legislation for employees, especially women. It seeks to notify the period of maternity leave as part of
continuous service and proposes to empower the government to notify the gratuity ceiling from time to time
without amending the law.

• The government rolled out its plan to grant more autonomy to better performing central, state and private
universities, with UGC giving 60 institutions special status that will allow them to start new courses, offer
competitive salaries and set up off-campus centres without approvals. Two central universities – Jawaharlal
Nehru University and University of Hyderabad  - are in the top category, along with state universities such
as Jadavpur University, Kolkata, Alagappa University, Karaikudi, and Nalsar University of Law, Telangana,
under the ‘graded autonomy’ scheme. The private universities in the list include O.P. Jindal Global University,
Sonepat, and Pandit Deen Dayal Petroleum University, Gujarat.

• The Government scrapped the cap on educational concession for the children of Armed Forces Officers,
Personnel below Officer Rank, missing, disabled, martyred in action. The Ministry of Finance in an order
said, educational concession will continue without cap of ten thousand rupees per month. The order added
that educational concession will be admissible only for undertaking studies in Government, Government-
aided educational institutes, Military or Sainik Schools and other schools or colleges recognized by Central
or State Governments including the autonomous organizations financed entirely by Central or State
Governments.

• Government has launched free Wi-Fi service for Sansad Adarsh Gram, Udwada in Valsad district of
Gujarat. Information and Broadcasting Minister Smriti Irani and Communication Minister Manoj Sinha
launched the service through video conferencing. Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Irani said, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision of Digital India is being fulfilled. She said, under Saansad Adarsh Gram Yojana Rs.
16.48 lakh was allotted for providing Wi-Fi facility by BSNL in Udwada village. Saying that the village has
become a Digital Village, the Minister said the people of Udwada and surrounding areas will be able to use
unlimited internet data.

• Bihar celebrated its 106th foundation day on March 22. It was on this day in 1912, the State was carved
out of a United Bengal. A number of programmes were organized throughout the state on the occasion.
The theme for this year’s celebrations was ‘Centenary of Champaran Satyagraha and Elimination of Dowry
and Child Marriage’.

• Formidable Supersonic Cruise Missile BrahMos was successfully flight-tested from Pokhran test range in
Rajasthan. The precision strike weapon with Indian-made seeker flew in its designated trajectory and hit
the target with pinpoint accuracy. Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman congratulated the Armed Forces,
Defence Research and Development Organization and Defence Industry for the successful flight test of the
Supersonic Cruise Missile BrahMos.

• President Ram Nath Kovind has stressed on the need to translate innovative ideas into accessible and
affordable products and services for the people. Addressing the concluding session of the festival of
Innovations and Entrepreneurship at Rashtrapati Bhavan, Mr. Kovind said, showcasing innovations is not
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the sole purpose of this Festival. He said it is important to connect the bottom of the innovation pyramid
with the other layers and to clear the path for grassroots innovations to be scaled up for mass adoption.

• Union Cabinet has approved amendments to the National Medical Commission (NMC) Bill including
removing the contentious provision of Bridge Course, which would have allowed practitioners of alternative
medicines to pursue allopathy. Observing the need to act strictly against unqualified practitioners, the
government approved an amendment to make the punishment for any unauthorized practice of medicine
severe by including a provision for imprisonment of up to one year along with a fine extending to up to five
lakh rupees.

• Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has approved the proposal of Department of School
Education and Literacy to formulate an Integrated Scheme on School Education by subsuming Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) and Teacher Education from
1st April 2018 to 31st March 2010. An estimated allocation of 75 thousand crore rupees over the period
has been approved. It shows 20 percent increase over the current allocations. The scheme comes in the
backdrop of Prime Minister’s vision of Sabko Shiksha, Achhi Shiksha and it aims at supporting the States
in universalizing access to school education from classes pre-nursery to 12th across the country.

• Union Cabinet has approved Schemes of North Eastern Council (NEC) including continuation of existing
Schemes. It will boost the development projects in North-East. Rs. 4,500 crore has been approved for the
scheme for three years upto March 2020. The Scheme of NEC – Special Development Project will be
changed to be a Central Sector scheme with 100 percent grant. Minister of Development of North Eastern
Region, Dr. Jitendra Singh told media in New Delhi that the government is committed for the development
of the region and the hard work and dedication of the Prime Minister Narendra Modi towards North East
has started showing results.

• Union Law Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad said the government has taken note of the Supreme Court’s
judgment related to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act. Replying to a
media query in New Delhi, Mr. Prasad said, he has instructed his ministry officials over the desirability of
filing a review petition and appropriate follow-up action in this regard. Recently, in its order, the Supreme
Court had introduced the provision of anticipatory bail in the Act while directing that there will be no
automatic arrest on any complaint filed under the law. Opposition parties, as well as some NDA allies, have
raised the voices to file a review petition in the matter.

• Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has approved continuation of the Credit Guarantee Fund for
Education Loans Scheme and continuation and modification of Central Sector Interest Subsidy Scheme
with a financial outlay of 6,600 crore rupees from 2017-18 to 2019-20. The scheme will cover loans for
pursuing professional and technical courses to promote quality education. Talking to reporters in New
Delhi, Human Resource Development Minister, Prakash Javadekar said, it will provide education loans to
ten lakh students during this period. He said, within the next three years, students who are unable to bear
the education fee will be given loans and education subsidy under the initiative.

• Union Minister for Textiles Smriti Irani has said a Gas-based economy can create environment-friendly
atmosphere and Gujarat state has proved this. She said this in an audio message at the Conference on ‘
Gujarat, a Gas-based Economy, How Indian States can learn from It’ organized by Infraline Technologies
at Adani Institute of Infrastructure, in Ahmedabad. Ms. Irani said, when Chief Ministers of the country
were thinking about water pipelines, the then Gujarat Chief Minister, Narendra Modi had initiated the Gas
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supply to houses through pipelines. Congratulating the states participating in the Conference, Ms. Irani
appealed to learn from experience of Gujarat and increase the share of Natural Gas use in the energy
supplies.

• The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) launched the GSAT-6A communication satellite using
the Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV-F08) from Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC) in
Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh. GSAT-6A will provide a platform for developing technologies such as
demonstration of 6m S-Band Unfurlable Antenna, handheld ground terminals and network management
techniques. These are useful in satellite-based mobile communication applications.

• Veteran director Shekhar Kapur has been appointed as Chairman of the central panel of the 65th National
Film Awards. Mr. Kapur is known for his work in Hindi cinema and international cinema. The central panel
comprises a chairperson and 10 other members, including five regional chairpersons who head the respective
regional panels.

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said the Maritime sector in India, with its rich history, has the potential
to power the nation’s transformation. On National Maritime Day on April 5, Mr. Modi in a tweet affirmed
the government’s commitment to harness the maritime strengths for the nation’s prosperity. He said the
government’s efforts for a vibrant maritime sector are inspired by Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar. The Prime
Minister said it was Babasaheb who gave top most importance to Jal Shakti, waterways, irrigation, canal
networks and ports.

• Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore leads the list of top institutions in the overall and university categories,
according to the National Institution Ranking Framework (NIRF) rankings for 2018. IISc Bangalore is
followed by Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Madras, IIT Bombay, IIT Delhi and IIT Kharagpur – the
top five on the overall list. Jawaharlal University holds on to its sixth position, while Anna University,
Chennai is a new entrant in the top 10.

• The Union cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has given its approval to the Protection of
Human Rights (Amendments) Bill, 2018 for better protection and promotion of human rights in the country.
It proposes to include ‘National Commission for Protection of Child Rights’ as deemed Member of the
Commission; proposes to add a woman member in the composition of the Commission; proposes to
enlarge the scope of eligibility and scope of selection of Chairperson, National Human Rights Commission
as well as the State Human Rights Commission; and proposes to incorporate a mechanism to look after the
cases of human rights violation in the Union Territories. It proposes to amend the term of office of Chairperson
and Members of National Human Rights Commission and State Human Rights Commission to make it in
consonance with the terms of Chairperson and Members of other Commissions.

• The Government of India notifies inclusion of castes/communities in the Central List of Other Backward
Classes for different States/Union Territories on the basis of advice tendered by National Commission for
Backward Classes (NCBC) under Section 9(1) of the NCBC Act, 1993. The NCBC determines inclusion
or otherwise of castes/communities in the Central List of OBCs on the basis of norms established with
reference to social, educational, economic representation in Central Services and miscellaneous parameters.
A total of 120 entries containing castes, their synonyms and sub-castes have been notified in the Central
List of Other Backward Classes in the last three years.

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the 10th edition of the Defence Expo in Chennai. The Defence
expo showcased India’s capability in export of defence systems and components. More than 670 exhibitors
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including over 150 international exhibitors took part in the event. Indian participation included major
manufacturers like Tata, Bharat Forge, Mahindra, DRDO, HAL, Ordnance Factories and many others.

• The Supreme Court has held that a person’s right to choose a religion and marry is an intrinsic part of her
meaningful existence. The observations were part of the 61-page judgment published by the Supreme
Court in the case of Hadiya, a 26-year-old Homeopathy student who converted to Islam and married a
Muslim man. The case first gained attention as a case of forced conversion.

• The first meeting of newly constituted NITI Forum for North East has been held in Agartala, Tripura. The
meeting was chaired by the Vice Chairman, NITI Aayog. Strategies for improving Road, Rail and Air
connectivity in the North East Region, improvement in agriculture and allied sectors, water management
were some of the key focus areas during the meeting. The Union Government set up the ‘Niti Forum for
North East’ in February 2018.

• The Indian Space Research Organisation launched the Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System-1l
navigation satellite, the eighth such satellite to be part of a constellation, from Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh.
PSLV-C41/IRNSS-1l Mission blasted off from the first launch pad at the Satish Dhawan Space Centre. It
was a normal lift-off, ISRO officials said. The satellite has been successfully placed in the designated orbit.
IRNSS-1l is expected to replace IRNSS-1A, the first of the seven navigation satellites that was rendered
ineffective after its three rubidium atomic clocks failed.

• New Delhi hosted the 16th International Energy Forum Ministerial Meeting from 10-12 April. The biennial
IEF Ministerial Meetings are the world’s largest gathering of energy Ministers who engage in a dialogue on
global energy issues. Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi formally inaugurated the meeting on 11th April.

• The 65th National Film Awards were announced in New Delhi on April 13. Assamese Film ‘Village Rockstar’
bagged the best film award while ‘Newton’ has been selected as the Best Hindi Film. ‘Water Baby’ has
been adjudged the Best Non-Feature Film. National award for Best Actress is given to Sridevi posthumously
for her role in the film ‘Mom’. Dadasaheb Phalke Award will be given to actor Vinod Khanna posthumously.

• The Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) organized Udyam Samvad Workshop
on April 18, 2018 in which eleven sessions were held with different ministries and financial organizations.
The Minister of State of MSME Shri Giriraj Singh said that there is urgent need for setting up MSMEs
in farming and non-farming sectors in the North East region and the Ministry will play the role of
facilitator in order to provide R&D, market access and better designs for MSME products.

• The Union Government has formed Defence Planning Committee (DPC), a new integrated institutional
mechanism that will drive country’s military and security strategy and guide defence equipment
acquisitions. It will be under the chairmanship of National Security Advisor Ajit Doval.

• Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu launched a health scheme of the Assam government that offers free
medical care of up to two lakh rupees for every individual from both Below Poverty Line and Above
Poverty Line families. The cashless scheme the Atal Amrit Abhiyan will cover 92 percent of the State’s
population with annual income below five lakh rupees.

• The government will cover 235 districts in the second phase of its POSHAN Abhiyaan which aims to
reduce stunting, under-nutrition, women and adolescent girls along with reducing low birth weight in the
country. The decision was taken in the first meeting of the National Council on India’s Nutrition
Challenges under the POSHAN Abhiyaan, chaired by vice chairman of NITI Aayog Rajiv Kumar in
New Delhi.
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• To provide an extra layer of privacy to Aadhaar, UIDAI has introduced an updated ‘QR code’ that
holds non-sensitive details like name, address, photo, and date of birth, and can be used for offline user
verification without the 12-digit ID number.

• The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate change (MoEF&CC) released a concept note on the
National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) on April 17. The Ministry seeks comments from concerned
stakeholders by May 17, 2018. The concept note acknowledges that recent policy interventions like
notification of sector-specific emission standards, augmentation of air quality monitoring network,
banning the burning of biomass and leapfrogging from BS-IV to BS-VI for vehicles by April 1, 2020
have resulted in improvements in air quality levels.

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched a scheme Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan on National
Panchayati Raj day on 24 April. The Scheme seeks to strengthen the country’s Panchayati Raj system
and address critical gaps that hinder its success. Under the plan, Rs. 2 lakh crore will be spent for
development of areas under tribal panchayats.

• The Centre has promulgated an ordinance to amend the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act to grant death penalty for the rape of children under the age of 12. As per the ordinance,
in case of rape of a girl below the age of 12, the punishment will be death penalty.

• Senior advocate Indu Malhotra took oath of the office of Supreme Court judge in New Delhi on April
27. She was administered the oath of office by Chief Justice of India, Dipak Misra. Earlier, the
government cleared her appointment as a Supreme Court Judge. In 2007, Ms. Malhotra was only the
second women to be appointed a senior advocate by the apex court.

• The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) approved National Bamboo Mission (NBM)
under National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA) during the remaining period of Fourteenth
Finance Commission (2018-19 and 2019-20). This Centrally Sponsored Scheme is to ensure holistic
development of the bamboo sector by addressing complete value chain and establishing effective linkage
of producers (farmers) with industry.

• Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), under the NITI Aayog, launched the Atal New India challenge. Under
the challenge, grants of up to one crore rupees and mentorship will be given to the winning ideas.
Addressing the gathering on the occasion, Union Minister Nitin Gadkari said, the challenge will be a
milestone in terms of innovation in various sectors. He said innovation, technology and research in
sectors like agriculture and water transport should be given priority.

• A two-day coastal security exercise ‘Sagar Kavach’ was held from 24th – 26th April 2018 to strengthen
and assess the loopholes in the coastal security mechanism along Kerala shores. Apart from the Coast
Guard, the Navy, Coastal Police and Marine Enforcement wing and various other security stakeholders
also participated in the exercise.

• Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved a plan to set up 20 All
India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) across the country and upgrade 73 medical colleges. The
decisions are part of the Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY), which has been
extended by two years till 2020 with a financial outlay of Rs. 14,832 crore. Briefing the media about
cabinet decisions, Union Minister Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad said the decision to extent the PMSSY is
aimed at meeting the shortfall in healthcare professionals and facilities across the country. He said setting
up of new AIIMS will not only transform health education and training but also address the shortfall of
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healthcare professionals in the region. Mr. Prasad said six of the 20 AIIMS have already been
established.

• Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has emphasized the need to use technology in the celebrations of
the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi so that the whole world can take note and participate.
Mr. Modi said this at the first meeting of a national committee set up to plan events to commemorate the
birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. President Shri Ram Nath Kovind chaired the meeting in New
Delhi on May 2, 2018. Prime Minister called for the celebrations to move beyond the government
events and take the shape of a mass movement or Jan Bhagidaari.

• Government has set a target of electrifying one lakh households per day to cover 3 crore 70 lakh un-
electrified houses under Saubhagya scheme by 31st December across the country. Under the Saubhagya
Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojana, all households (both Above Poverty Line and Below
Poverty Line) in rural areas and poor families in urban areas will be provided free electricity
connections. Addressing the inaugural event of Saubhagya scheme in Agartala, Minister of State for
Power Shri R.K. Singh said Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi took a pledge to connect every village
in the country within 1000 days after the NDA government came to power in 2014. The Minister said
the target was achieved on the 28th of last month ahead of the deadline.

• The Defence Ministry has proposed amendment in the existing offset policy to provide additional
avenues for foreign defence companies to invest a percentage of the value of a military deal in India. The
Ministry has made public the draft amendment in the offset guidelines and sought opinion of the
stakeholders. The government has set, 15th of this month, as the deadline for stakeholders to send their
inputs to the proposed amendment.

• Chandrapur and Balharshah railway stations of Maharashtra have bagged the first prize in the most
beautiful stations category of the Indian Railways. A Central Railway official said both the stations were
picked for this honour under the Railways’ in-house station beautification contest. Madhubani station in
Bihar and Madura in Tamil Nadu shared the second prize. Gandhidham in Gujarat and Kota in
Rajasthan jointly won the third prize.

• President Shri Ram Nath Kovind visited the Army base camp in Siachen on May 10, 2018, becoming
the first President of India to visit the world’s highest battlefield in 14 years. The previous visit was
undertaken by former president A.P.J. Abdul Kalam in April 2004. Interacting with the soldiers, Mr.
Kovind said, their bravery and valour has given every Indian the confidence that the borders are safe
and secure. The President reiterated that people and Government of India were always with them and
supportive of their families. He said the soldiers were guarding the toughest war field in the extreme
climate.

• The Supreme Court has reserved its verdict on a batch of petitions challenging the constitutional validity
of Aadhaar and its enabling 2016 law. A five-judge constitution bench headed by Chief Justice Dipak
Misra directed all the concerned parties to file written submissions to put forth their case. The judgment
was reserved after a marathon hearing which went on for 38 days spanning four months. During the
arguments, the Centre strongly defended its decision to seed Aadhaar numbers with mobile phones.
However, the court said that the government had misinterpreted its order and used it as a tool to make
Aadhaar mandatory for mobile users.
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• Union Minister of Rural Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Nitin Gadkari said the Centre has
substantial funds to clean Ganga River. Briefing media in New Delhi, Mr. Gadkari said efforts are being
made round the clock to clean Ganga. He said there is a need to address the issue of solid waste
management and create ways to utilize recycled water for different purposes. The Minister also said
government is ensuring accountability, transparency and monitoring of projects involved in cleaning
Ganga.

• Center aims to set up five thousand Atal Tinkering Lab (ATL) by March next year in all the districts of
the country. Atal Tinkering Labs are dedicated workspaces where students from Class 6th to Class 12th

learn innovation skills and develop ideas. Briefing reporters after announcing the top 30 innovations of
Atal Tinkering Marathon in New Delhi, NITI Aayog Vice Chairman Rajiv Kumar said Atal Tinkering
Labs are hubs of innovation where young minds will accelerate their ideas to solve unique local
problems.

• In an effort to enhance skills of the youngsters, Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology
(MeitY) has launched ‘Digital India Internship Scheme’ portal in which a token of Rs. 10,000 will also
be offered to interns as remuneration per month. The MeitY’s Internship scheme will offer 25 slots in
each session – summer and winter, Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad, Minister of Electronics and IT and Law
& Justice, told reporters here adding that the portal will facilitate students to apply online for internship
and its aim is to provide an opportunity to secure first hand and practical work experience under the
guidance of a mentor.

• In a mini Cabinet rejig, the independent charge of Information and Broadcasting Ministry (I&B) has
been given to Shri Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore. Smt. Smriti Irani continues to hold the charge of Textile
Ministry. Assuming independent charge of Information and Broadcasting (I&B) Ministry, Mr. Rajyavardhan
Singh Rathore stressed on media for adopting self-regulation and asserted that the government has no p
lans to regulate news portals and media websites. Dismissing the ‘government vs. media’ debate, he said
his ministry would work in a direction where any media, whether public broadcaster Prasar Bharati or
private channels, becomes the ‘voice of people’. Shri Rathore also holds the portfolio of Minister of State
(Independent charge) for Youth Affairs and Sports Ministry. In other changes in the Cabinet, additional
charge of the Finance Ministry has been given to Railway Minister Shri Piyush Goyal. Also, Shri S.S.
Ahluwalia was made the new Minister of State for Electronics & Information Technology.

• The Union Cabinet has approved a national policy on biofuels that seeks to not only help farmers dispose
of their surplus stock in an economic manner but also reduce India’s oil-import dependence. The policy
also provides for a viability gap funding scheme of Rs. 5,000 crore in six years for second generation (more
advanced) ethanol bio-refineries in addition to tax incentives and a higher purchase price as compared to
first generation biofuels.

• Minister of Petroleum and Natural gas Dharmendra Pradhan has said that India is going to generate around
175 Gigawatt of energy from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and bio-CNG. He added that in the
near future, India’s energy mix will be substantially complemented by renewable energy. Concluding his
three-day visit to the UAE, Mr. Pradhan said India was a leading player in the renewable energy movement
and has positioned itself in this arena in a short span of time. He said India-UAE relationship is at its peak.

• President Ram Nath Kovind has said that authorities must be mindful of the human side of mining. Addressing
the gathering after presenting National Geo-sciences Awards for 2017 in New Delhi, Mr. Kovind said,
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local communities must benefit from the exploration, extraction and development of mineral resources. He
said, many of the mineral resources in India are found in regions that have been home of tribal communities
be part of prosperity that the mining economy creates.

• In its bid to create over five lakh job opportunities by 2021 through green skills, the Centre launched a
mobile application to begin enrolments in 30 expert courses under its Green Skill Development Programme
(GSPD). The cost of the programmes which include 30 courses across 84 institutes like WII-Dehradun,
Bombay Natural History Society in Mumbai, Botanical Survey of India in Pune and WWF in Delhi – will
be supported by the Union Environment Ministry.

• The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the establishment of
National Institute of Mental Health Rehabilitation (NIMHR) at Bhopal as a Society under the Societies
Registration Act, 1860 under the aegis of the Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities.
The estimated cumulative cost of the project is Rs. 179.54 crore in first three years. This includes non-
recurring expenditure of Rs. 128.54 crore and recurring expenditure of Rs. 51 crore. The Cabinet also
approved a plan to set up an All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) in Jharkhand’s Deoghar with
an outlay of Rs. 1103 crore under the Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana.

• The government has decided to expand the ‘Buddhist Circuit’ from seven major Buddhist pilgrimage sites
in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar to 21 in other states. The Ministry of Tourism has identified stupas and viharas
in these states, around which small intra-state Buddhist zones will be developed. These include the election-
bound states of Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan, as also Kerala, West Bengal, Goa, Gujarat and Jammu &
Kashmir.

• The holy month of Ramazan has begun across the world with the faithful observing the first fast on May 17,
2018. After the sighting of crescent on the night of May 16, worshippers thronged mosques to offer special
night prayers called ‘Taraweeh’ which will continue throughout the month. Ramazan is the ninth month of
the Islamic calendar. It culminates with Eid-ul-Fitr.

• Human Resource Development Minister Mr. Prakash Javadekar launched Samagra Shiksha scheme for
school education from pre-school to senior secondary levels. The scheme focuses on improving quality of
education, enhancing the learning outcomes and using technology to empower children and teachers.
Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Javadekar said the scheme will provide holistic education for holistic
development. He said the quality of education will be improved by focusing on teachers and technology.

• In Kerala, Nipah virus has claimed 11 lives in the state till now. Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan chaired a
high-level meeting in Thiruvananthapuram and reviewed the steps taken by the state government to contain
the outbreak of the virus. A high level central team of Ministry of Health and Family Welfare is stationed in
the state and is closely monitoring the situation.

• University Grants Commission, UGC has approved regulations for online courses by universities. The
Commission decided that the higher educational institutions and universities will be able to offer graduate,
postgraduate and diploma programmes online from this academic session. Union HRD Minister Mr. Prakash
Javadekar in a tweet said, it is a landmark reform in the field of higher education. The decision will help top
rated institutions to offer certificate, diploma and degree programmes in full-fledged online mode in only
those disciplines in which it has already been offering the same or similar programmes or courses at a
graduation level in regular mode. The Ministry of Human Resources Development in a statement said,
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online Programmes requiring Practical or Laboratory Courses as a curricular requirement shall not be
permitted.

• UIDAI Chairman J. Satyanarayana has said the world’s largest ID database Aadhaar is protected by high-
tech encryption, multi-layered authentication and best-in-class security. Speaking at a panel discussion on
‘Future of Governance in New Delhi, Mr. Satyanarayana said Aadhaar data, which comprises of 12 digit
biometric identifier and demographic details, has strong end-to-end encryption. Mr. Satyanarayana said
Aadhaar vision is to empower residents of India with a unique identity and a digital platform to authenticate
anytime, anywhere.

• Women and Child Development Minister Smt. Maneka Gandhi conferred Nari Shakti Puraskar to all the
six members of INSV Tarini team in New Delhi. She congratulated the all-woman crew for sailing across
the world. The mission was led by Lieutenant Commander Vartika Joshi and the crew comprised Lieutenant
Commander Prathibha Jamwal, P. Swathi, Lieutenant S. Vijaya Devi, B. Aishwarya and Payal Gupta.

• The Centre has urged the States and Union Territories to take necessary steps for including male child
victims of sexual abuse in the Victim Compensation Fund. Women and Child Development Minister Ms.
Maneka Gandhi in a letter has requested that compensation including interim compensation may be given
to such victims on time. She said, male child who is the most neglected victim of child sexual abuse is being
ignored for award of compensation and needs to be included. The Minister also highlighted that the POCSO
Act is gender neutral and safeguards the interest of not only the girl child but also the male child.

• Union Minister Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad has said digital connectivity has vastly improved in the country
since NDA government came to power. Enlisting achievements of four years of NDA government in
Hyderabad, the Minister said the infrastructure of the country is rapidly changing. He said Narendra Modi
government is working tirelessly for the poor and the farmers. Shri Prasad termed the government as the
most transparent one. He said technology is playing a crucial role in growing economic and foreign cloud of
the country. He said unlike earlier, every rupee that the government is spending is reaching people now.

• The Supreme Court has directed the Centre not to disburse any grants to the States, which have not
registered domestic workers under the Unorganized Workers Social Security Act. The apex court expressed
disappointment after it was informed that several States have not complied with its direction for starting
registration process from February this year. The directions to the Centre came on a petition filed by an
NGO, which had told the court that despite the Act coming into force in 2008 and framing of several
schemes, no domestic worker has enjoyed their benefits.

• The fourth International Yoga Day celebrations will be held at Dehradun in Uttarakhand on 21st June.
Addressing the media in New Delhi, Secretary of AYUSH Ministry, Shri Vaidya Rajesh Kotecha said the
event is going to be a Mass Yoga Demonstration, as Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will attend the
event. He said AYUSH Minister Shripad Yesso Naik, Uttarakhand Chief Minister, Shri Trivendra Singh
Rawat and Yoga Guru Ramdev will also join the celebration with the Prime Minister.

• Shri Amit Khare, IAS has assumed charge as Secretary in the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting on
superannuation of Shri Narendra Kumar Sinha, IAS. Prior to his appointment, Shri Khare was Additional
Chief Secretary, Government of Jharkhand. During a career span of more than 33 years, Shri Khare has
held various field postings and has worked from grassroots to the higher levels of governance in both State
and Central Governments.
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• India Meteorological Department, IMD has said the overall rainfall across the country during southwest
monsoon season this year is most likely to be normal. Releasing the second stage Long Range forecast, the
IMD said, quantitatively, the monsoon rainfall between June and September is likely to be 97 percent of
the Long Period Average (LPA) with model error of plus or minus four percent. The monsoon is considered
normal if the average rainfall is between 96 to 104 percent of LPA.

• Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi has said the government has reduced prices of various medicines and
health care products to help the poor and middle class. Mr. Modi interacted with beneficiaries of the
Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana, and other Central Government health care schemes
from across the country, through video bridge on June 7, 2018. He said the government is constantly
working to provide affordable healthcare to every citizen of the country. Mr. Modi said access to medicines
is a big concern for the poor. He said the Janaushadhi scheme has been launched to ensure the poor get
access to affordable medicines. He said over three thousand Janaushadhi Kendras are operational across
the country, where over 700 quality medicines are available for several ailments.

• Union Home Minister Mr. Rajnath Singh has said the Centre is ready to hold talks with right minded people
in Jammu & Kashmir. Addressing a press conference at Sher-e-Kashmir International Convention Centre
in Srinagar, the Minister appealed to the people to come forward for peace and development of the state.
He said the Centre will take all measures to overcome the obstacles to bring lasting peace in Kashmir.

• The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) has approved the procurement of equipment for the defence
forces worth over 5500 crore rupees. The Council, chaired by Defence Minister Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman,
approved procurement of 12 High Power Radars for the Indian Air Force. An official release said the
radars will provide long range and high altitude radar cover with the capability to detect and track high
speed targets.

• President Shri Ram Nath Kovind said infrastructure plays a very important role in the development of any
state. While inaugurating a 73-km, long National Highway from Matabari (Udaipur) to Sabroom along the
Gomati and South Tripura districts in Tripura, he said the Central Government is working on various
projects expeditiously under its ‘Act East’ policy in North East Region.

• The Health Ministry has barred 82 medical colleges in the country to admit students for the academic
session 2018-19, based on the recommendation of the Medical Council of India. The MCI has pointed
out various deficiencies such as inadequate infrastructure, faculty and resources during its inspections of
these colleges.

• Long-range ballistic missile Agni-5 was successfully test fired off Odisha coast on Sunday proving its
reliability. This is the sixth successful test of the missile and the second in its pre-induction configuration.

• The 45th World Environment Day was celebrated across the globe on June 5, 2018. The theme for this
year was ‘Beat Plastic Pollution’. Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi addressed the nation on the need to
protect the environment by shunning the use of single-use plastics. Mr. Modi’s address was part of the
plenary session, which he chaired, culminating the five-day celebrations of World Environment Day. State
Environment Ministers, representatives from the United Nations, and members from various industry bodies
were among the various dignitaries attending the session. During the plenary session, PM Shri Modi also
released the ‘Single Use Plastics’ report by United Nations, along with commemorative stamps on the
occasion of World Environment Day 2018.
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• The Union Cabinet approved reconstitution of North Eastern Council (NEC). The Home Minister will be
the ex-officio chairman of NEC and the Minister of DoNER will serve as Vice Chairman of the council.
The North Eastern Council (NEC) is a statutory body with Governors and Chief Ministers of all the eight
North Eastern States as its Member.  NEC implements various projects through the State and Central
regions.

• The Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi interacted with the beneficiaries of various Digital India Mission
schemes from across the country, through video bridge. The video bridge connected over 50 lakh
beneficiaries. This was the sixth interaction in the series by the Prime Minister through video bridge with
various beneficiaries of Government schemes. Interacting with the beneficiaries, Prime Minister said that
Digital India was launched to ensure that people from all walks of life, especially those from rural areas, are
digitally empowered. He added that to make this possible, Government has worked on a holistic policy
consisting of connecting villages through fibre optic, digitally educating citizens, providing service delivery
through mobiles and promoting electronic manufacturing.

• Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi dedicated to the nation the Integrated Command and Control Centre
set up at Naya Raipur in Chhattisgarh. The centre will control and monitor online water and power supply,
sanitation, traffic movement, integrated building management, city connectivity and Internet infrastructure,
under one roof. The monitoring of Naya Raipur city will also be carried out from the facility.

• The Centre has approved raising of two women Battalions for Jammu and Kashmir Police to enhance the
representation of women in the State Police. One battalion each will be raised for Jammu region and
Kashmir region. Sixty percent of posts will be kept reserved for women of 10 border districts namely,
Jammu, Samba, Kathua, Poonch, Rajouri, Baramulla, Bandipora, Kupwara, Kargil and Leh. The recruitment
process will be completed by the State government within one year. This will provide direct employment to
over two thousand deserving women in the State.

• Government has set up a Chief Ministers’ Subgroup to Coordinate Policy Approaches for Agriculture and
MGNREGS with the Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh as the Convener and Chief Ministers of Andhra
Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal and Sikkim along with the Member NITI Aayog,
Shri Ramesh Chand as its members. The move comes in the backdrop of the vision of the prime Minister
towards Doubling Farmers’ Income by 2022, which requires a multi-dimensional and inclusive approach.

• The Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has launched the National Health Resource Repository
(NHRR), the first-ever registry in the country of authentic, standardized and updated geo-spatial data of all
public and private healthcare. The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is the project technology
partner for providing data security.

• The Centre has banned the Indian affiliates of Al-Qaeda and Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS). The
Home Ministry’s order says the two terror outfits are banned, as they are involved in radicalizing the Indian
youth for ‘global jihad’ and acting against the Indian interests in the Indian sub-continent. The order also
bans Islamic State in Khorasan Province/ISIS Wilayat Khorasan, an Afghanistan-based affiliate of the
ISIS. The ISKP/ISIS Wilayat Khorassan is also promoting and encouraging terrorism in the Indian sub-
continent, the order said.

• The Human Resource Development ministry has issued fresh guidelines for Selection of teachers in the
National Awards. In a statement, the Ministry said, teachers of Government schools can now send their
entries directly for the awards. This is a new initiative, as earlier entries were selected by the State
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Governments. The purpose of the National Award to Teachers is to celebrate the unique contribution of
some of the finest teachers and to honour those teachers, who have not only improved the quality of school
education but also enriched the lives of students.

• Shillong has been selected as 100th Smart City after evaluating the proposal in this regard. Till now, 99
smart cities have been selected in four rounds of competition and with this announcement, selection of 100
cities has been completed under the Smart Cities Mission. Previously, 20 cities were selected in January
2016, 13 cities in May 2017, 27 cities in September 2017, 30 cities in June 2017 and 9 cities in January
this year. With the selection of Shillong, the total proposed investment in the finally selected 100 cities under
the Smart Cities Mission will be over two lakh crore rupees.

• The world’s first International Centre for Humanitarian Forensics (ICHF) was launched on 20 June 2018
in Gujarat, India by the Gujarat Forensic Sciences University (GFSU) in collaboration with the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) Regional Delegation for India, Bhutan, Nepal and the Maldives.
CHF is the first definitive effort at institutionalizing humanitarian forensic action within an existing University
system.

• The government has set up three committees to help a task force set up in April this year to prepare a
roadmap for implementing the drone technology in the country. The Civil Aviation Ministry in a tweet said,
the committees would separately make their recommendations on manufacturing and licensing of drones,
airspace and air traffic management and policy and law related issues. The decision was taken during the
first meeting of the drone task force chaired by Minister of State for Civil Aviation Shri Jayant Sinha. The
Ministry said, it is working towards making Unmanned Aerial Vehicle – UAVs, a sustainable, globally-
competitive industry based in India. It said a strategic roadmap for India to emerge as a large drone player
is being put in place.

• Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has said that Central Government is working on the principles of
famous Saint Kabir Das and doing Sabka Saath Sabka Vikaas by providing better health care, homes,
food and social security to the countrymen through various flagship schemes. The Prime Minister was
addressing on June 28, 2018 a public rally at Maghar, the salvation ground of famous mystic poet and 15th

century Saint Kabir Das in Sant Kabir Nagar district of Uttar Pradesh. He also laid the foundation stone of
a Research Institute at Maghar.

• The Government has proposed to repeal the University Grants Commission (UGC) by setting up Higher
Education Commission of India to reform higher education in the country. A draft regulation namely –
Higher Education Commission of India (Repeal of University Grants Commission) Act-2018 has been
released by the Human Resources Development Ministry for public comments and suggestions. As per the
draft Bill, the commission will take steps for promoting the quality of academic instruction and maintenance
of academic standards. HRD Minister Shri Prakash Javadekar said the transformation of the regulatory set
up in higher education is based upon the principles of Minimum government and Maximum governance,
separation of grant functions, end of inspection raj and focus on academic quality.

• The Maharashtra government has relaxed its stringent ban on plastic usage by allowing small retailers to
use plastic bags for packaging for the next three months. The relaxation will be applicable for plastic bags
above 50 microns. The announcement came within four days of imposing the ban on single-use plastic
across the State. The relaxation granted to small retailers is on the lines of a similar exception already
available for branded products.
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• Union Transport Minister Shri Nitin Gadkari has said, under Sagarmala project, the Centre will provide
Rs. 500 crore to Shipping Corporation of India to lease out cruises to promote cruise tourism. Mr. Gadkari
and Union Minister of State for Tourism, Mr. K.J. Alphons interacted with associates of travel and trade
fraternity concerned with cruise and other related matters. The deliberations were held as part of the
Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust Annual Awards event in Mumbai.

• Union Cabinet has approved DNA Technology (Use and Application) Regulation Bill, 2018. The primary
intended purpose of the Bill is for expanding application of DNA based forensic technologies to support
and strengthen the justice delivery system of the country. By providing for the mandatory accreditation and
regulation of DNA laboratories, the Bill seeks to ensure the proposed expanded use of this technology in
the country.

• Union Cabinet gave its approval to rename the Agartala airport in Tripura as ‘Maharaja Bir Bikram Manikya
Kishore Airport, Agartala. The decision comes in the wake of the long pending demand of people of
Tripura as well as the Tripura Government for paying tribute to Maharaja Bir Bikram Manikya Kishore.

• ISRO has carried out a major technology demonstration, the first in a series of tests to qualify a Crew
Escape System, which is a critical technology relevant for human spaceflight. The Crew Escape System is
an emergency escape measure designed to quickly pull the crew module along with the astronauts to a safe
distance from the launch vehicle in the event of a launch abort. The first test (Pad Abort Test) demonstrated
the safe recovery of the crew module in case of any exigency at the launch pad.

• The Country’s premier Arts organization – Indira Gandhi National Centre for the arts (IGNCA) – an
autonomous institution under the Union Ministry of Culture, Government of India, has decided to introduce
five diploma courses and 6 new Certificate Courses in art and culture and related subjects. Basic aim of
these courses it to create arts and culture with all its dimension and information technology to design and
develop content exploration system to intensify culture learning and visualization. It employs modern digital
tools, techniques, and methodologies to achieve the intended purposes.

• The National Board for Wildfire (NBWL) has given its nod to include four diverse species – Northern
River Terrapin (riverine turtle), Red Panda, Clouded Leopard and Arabian Sea Humpback Whale – in the
recovery programme for critically endangered species. This decision will lead to targeted conservation of
these species whose population is on the decline. They fall in the critically endangered to vulnerable categories
as per the International Union for Conservation and Nature (IUCN).

• The Prime Minister unveiled a plaque to mark the laying of foundation stone of 13 Urban Infrastructure
Projects for the State of Rajasthan. He also witnessed an audio-visual presentation of experience sharing
by select beneficiaries of schemes of the Government of India and Government of Rajasthan. This
presentation was moderated by the Chief Minister of Rajasthan, Smt. Vasundhara Raje. The schemes
included Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana, Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana and Pradhan Mantri Awaas
Yojana, among many others.

• Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi interacted with the members of Self Help Groups from across the
country and beneficiaries of Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana, through video bridge. The interaction covered
over one crore women representing various Self Help Groups. This was the ninth interaction in the series
by the Prime Minister through video conference with the beneficiaries of various Government schemes.

• Union Home Minister Shri Rajnath Singh has said the road to ‘New India’ will go through a developed and
peaceful ‘New North East’. Addressing the concluding session during the 67th Plenary Session of the NEC
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in Shillong, he said the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has a dream of New India by 2022. The dream
of ‘New India’ will be realized with the vision of a ‘New North East’, he added.

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated ‘Dharohar Bhawan’, the new building of Archaeological Survey
of India at Tilak Marg in New Delhi on July 12, 2018. Speaking on the occasion, he said that the
Archaeological Survey of India has performed significant work over the course of the last 150 years or so.
The Prime Minister emphasized the importance of taking pride in our history, and in our rich archaeological
heritage.

• The Government has shortlisted Six Institutions of Eminence (IoE) including 3 from Public Sector and 3
from Private Sector. An Empowered Expert Committee (EEC) in its report recommended selection of 6
institutions (3 from public sector and 3 from private sector) as Institutions of Eminence. The details of these
Institutions are as under: Public Sector: (i) Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, Karnataka; (ii) Indian
Institute of Technology, Bombay, Maharashtra; and (iii) Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi. Private Sector:
(i) Jio Institute (Reliance Foundation), Pune under green Field Category, (ii) Birla Institute of Technology&
Sciences, Pilani, Rajasthan; and (iii) Manipal Academy of Higher Education, Manipal, Karnataka.

• Rajya Sabha has, for the first time in 76 years since it came into being, entered into a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with a foreign counterpart for promoting inter-parliamentary dialogue. Shri Venkaiah
Naidu, has, in the process, become the first Chairman of Rajya Sabha to sign such an agreement when he
inked a MoU with the visiting President of the Senate of the Republic of Rwanda, Mr. Bernard Makuza.

• Under Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana (Urban), so far more than 51 lakhs dwelling units have been sanctioned
against the validated demand of 1 crore in last 3 years of implementation. This is a huge jump in comparison
to erstwhile housing scheme wherein only 12.4 lakh houses were approved in around 9 years of its
implementation. Out of over 51 lakh sanctioned houses, over 28 lakhs have already been grounded and
are in various stages of construction. Further over 8 lakh houses have already been completed and nearly
8 lakh houses have been occupied by the beneficiaries.

• Shri Hardeep S. Puri, MoS (I/c), Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs has stated that Smart cities
fellowship and internship program will provide the youth an opportunity to experience the aspects of Urban
planning and governance. Announcing the launch of the Smart cities digital payment award, Shri Puri said
that it is intended to promote ‘Digital India’ and ease of living for India’s urban residents by promoting
digital payments and encouraging Smart Cities to adopt innovative digital payments initiatives.

• The Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi interacted with citizens of villages across the country which have
been electrified since 2014. The interaction covered the beneficiaries of Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har
Ghar Yojana – ‘Saubhagya’ scheme, through video bridge. This is the tenth interaction in the series by the
Prime Minister through video conference with the beneficiaries of various Government schemes. Expressing
delight in interacting with the villagers from the recently electrified 18000 villages, Prime Minister said,
‘People who have not seen darkness, don’t understand the meaning of illumination. Those who have not
spent their lives in the darkness don’t realize the value of light’.

• Union Home Minister has said that incidents of mob lynching are unfortunate. Social media is being used to
spread fake news and rumours. He further said that social media sites have been asked for regulation. He
also added that the onus lies on State Governments to ensure they are not repeated in future. He noted that
the Centre had already issued two advisories in connection with the lynchings in the past.
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• Union Minister of State of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions Dr. Jitendra Singh in a written reply to
a question in Rajya Sabha has informed that there is no proposal to alter the existing mode of recruitment
to civil services through Civil Services Examination (CSE) which is conducted according to the CSE Rules
notified by the Government every year. For Civil Services Examination-2018, a total of 782 vacancies
(tentative) has been advertised by UPSC on 07.02.2018 in its notice of Examination for 24 participating
services.

• Lok Sabha has passed a bill to amend the Right to Education (RTE) Act to abolish the ‘no detention policy’
in schools. Replying to the debate in the Lok Sabha on The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory
Education (Second amendment) Bill, 2017. Union Human Resource Development Minister Shri Prakash
Javadekar said that it will be at the discretion of the States whether to continue with no detention or not.
The States, he said, will decide at what level and who will conduct the examination.

• The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the proposal for continuation of Pre-Matric, Post Matric and Merit-cum-Means based Scholarship Schemes
for the students belonging to the six notified Minority Communities at a total cost of Rs. 5338.32 crore for
a period up to 2019-20. This will benefit 70 lakh students annually.

• The Government has proposed to set up National Resource Centres (NRCs) to prepare online training
material with focus on latest developments in the discipline, new & emerging trends, pedagogical
improvements and methodologies for transacting revised curriculum. In the first phase, 75 discipline-specific
National Resource Centres have been identified, under the Ministry’s Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya
National Mission on Teachers and Teaching (PMMMNMTT) located in Central Universities, IISc, IUCAA,
IITs, IISERs, NITs, State Universities, UGC’s Human Resource Development Centres (HRDCs), National
Institutes for Technical Teachers Training (NITTTRs), IIITs, Open Universities, etc.

• The University Grants Commission has informed that it has decided to grant autonomy to 76 Educational
Institutions including 62 Universities (5 Central Universities, 21 State Universities, 34 Deemed to be
Universities and 2 Private Universities) and 14 Colleges across the country. These Universities/Institutions
have been selected on the basis of National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC) ratings.

• The Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi reviewed progress of key infrastructure sectors of roads, PMGSY,
rural housing, urban housing, railways, airports and ports. The review meeting was attended by top officials
from infrastructure-related Ministries, NITI Aayog, and PMO. In course of the presentation made by
CEO Niti Aayog, Shri Amitabh Kant, it was noted that the pace of road construction has picked up
significantly. The average road length constructed per day in FY 17-18 was 26.93 km, as compared to
11.67 km in FY13-14.

• The Ministry of Culture, Government of India has launched the new scheme namely Seva Bhoj Yojana
starting 01.08.2018 with a total outlay of Rs. 325.00 crores for Financial Years 2018-19 and 2019-20.
The scheme envisages to reimburse the Central Government share of Central Goods and Services Tax
(CGST) and Integrated Goods and Service Tax (IGST) so as to lessen the financial burden of such Religious/
Charitable Institutions who provide Food/Prasad/Langar (Community Kitchen)/Bhandara free of cost without
any discrimination to Public/Devotees.

• Shri J.P. Nadda, Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare launched the National Viral Hepatitis Control
program on July 28, 2018 to mark the World Hepatitis Day, 2018. Speaking on the occasion, he said that
with this initiative, Government is strongly committed to work towards elimination of viral hepatitis by
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2030. At the function, Shri Nadda also released the Operational Guidelines for National Viral Hepatitis
Control program, National Laboratory Guidelines for Viral Hepatitis Testing and National Guidelines for
Diagnosis and Management of Viral Hepatitis.

• The Lok Sabha has passed the Homeopathy Central Council (Amendment) Bill 2018 which replaces the
ordinance which was promulgated on 18th of May this year by the President of India. The Bill amends the
Homeopathy Central Council Act, 1973 which sets up the Central Council of Homeopathy, CCH. The
Central Council regulates homeopathic education and practice. Replying to a debate on the Bill, Minister
for AYUSH Shripad Yesso Naik said, the members of the board of governor will replace the existing
functionaries of the CCH and it will be comprised of seven persons of eminence in the field of homeopathy
education and eminent administrators.

• The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the proposal for opening of 13 new Kendriya Vidyalayas (KVs) in seven States and second Jawahar
Navodaya Vidyalaya (JNV) in Alot, District Ratlam, Madhya Pradesh. These 13 schools are in Banda
(Uttar Pradesh), Washim (Maharashtra), Chakpikarong (Manipur), Parbhani (Maharashtra), Nawada
(Bihar), Mirjapur (Uttar Pradesh), Bhadohi (Uttar Pradesh), Palamau (Jharkhand), Siddipet (Telangana),
Kudamalakunte (Karnataka), CISF Surajpur (Uttar Pradesh), Devkund (Bihar) and Baoli (Uttar Padesh).

• Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has reviewed progress of key infrastructure sectors of roads, PMGSY,
rural housing, urban housing, railways, airports and ports. In course of the presentation made by CEO
NITI Aayog, Shri Amitabh Kant, it was noted that the pace of road construction has picked up significantly.
The average road length constructed per day in FY 17-18 was 26.93 km, as compared to 11.67 km in FY
13-14. The prime Minister was informed about progress made in digitization of the transport sector. Over
24 lakh RFID tags have been issued so far, and over 22 percent of toll revenue now comes from electronic
toll collection. The ‘Sukand Yatra’ App, which provides information about road conditions, and facilitates
lodging of complaints, has seen over one lakh downloads so far. The Prime Minister called for faster
progress in electronic toll collection.

• Under the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana, rural roads have now connected 88 percent of all eligible
habitations. Over 44,000 villages have been connected in the period from 2014 to 2018, as compared to
about 35,000 in the preceding four-year period. The ‘MeriSadak’ App has been launched in 10 regional
languages, and has seen 9.76 lakh downloads so far. GIS Mapping of roads is underway, and 20 States
have so far been hosted on the Geospatial Rural Road Information System (GRRIS), Green technologies,
and non-conventional materials such as waste plastic and fly ash, are being used in rural road construction.

• In the railways sector, there has been significant addition in capacity and rolling stock. Additions in ‘new
lines, doubling and gauge conversion’ between 2014 and 2018, was to the extent of 9528 km, which is 56
percent higher than the preceding four year period.

• Similarly, in the aviation sector, passenger traffic has grown by over 62 percent in the four-year period
between 2014 and 2018, as against 18 percent in the preceding four-year period. Under the UDAN
scheme, 27 airports are now operational in tier 2 and tier 3 cities.

• In the rural housing sector, the Prime Minister was informed that over one crore houses have been
constructed in the period from 2014 to 2018, as compared to about 25 lakh houses in the preceding four
year period. This has boosted employment in the housing sector and related construction industries.
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According to an independent study, the average construction completion time has dropped sharply, from
314 days in 2015-16 to 114 days in 2017-18.

• Parliament has passed the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of atrocities) Amendment
Bill, 2018, with the Rajya Sabha approving it by voice vote on August 9, 2018. Lok Sabha has already
passed it. The amended bill has done away with the provision of seeking prior permission for the arrest of
those committing atrocities against Dalits. Replying to a debate on the bill in the Rajya Sabha, Social Justice
and Empowerment Minister Mr. Thaawar Chand Gehlot said the government is committed to the welfare
of the poor and protecting the interests of the Dalits. He said, under the legislation, there is a provision of
setting up special courts to deal with the cases related to atrocities against SCs and STs. Mr. Gehlot
rejected opposition charges that the bill has been brought under any pressure saying the government has
taken several steps for the welfare of the weaker sections of society.

• World Biofuel Day was observed on 10th August 2018. On the occasion, Prime Minister Mr. Narendra
Modi addressed a diverse gathering consisting of farmers, scientists, entrepreneurs, students, government
officials and legislators in New Delhi. Biofuels can help reduce import dependency on crude oil. They can
contribute to a cleaner environment, generate additional income for farmers and generate employment in
rural areas. World Biofuel Day is observed every year on 10th August to create awareness about the
importance of non-fossil fuels as an alternative to conventional fossil fuels and to highlight the various efforts
made by the Government in the biofuel sector. The biofuels programme is also in synergy with the government
initiatives for Make in India, Swachh Bharat and enhancing farmers’ income.

• The Supreme Court has asked the Assam National Register of Citizens (NRC) coordinator to place
before it the date of district-wise percentage of population excluded from the NRC draft in the state. A
bench comprising Justices Ranjan Gogoi and R.F. Nariman sought the response of all the stakeholders
including All Assam Students Union, All Assam Minority Students Union on the Centre’s Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs) on the NRC issue. It directed the state NRC coordinator Prateek Hajela to make
available the copies of draft NRC at all panchayat offices so that public can access it easily.

• Defence Minister Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman appealed to the defence industries to increase their export
capacity as there is demand for quality defence products all over the world. Inaugurating the first phase
of UP Defence Corridor in Aligarh, she said that government will support them in every possible manner.
She said that the government will purchase their products for ten years if they produce good quality defence
products.

• The Supreme Court accepted the suggestions of the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways to have
hologram-based coloured stickers on vehicles which would indicate the nature of fuel being used. The
Ministry told a bench headed by Justice M.B. Lokur that hologram-based sticker of light-blue colour will
be used for petrol and CNG run vehicles while similar sticker of orange colour would be placed on diesel
vehicles. The bench also comprising Justices S. Abdul Nazeer and Deepak Gupta asked the Ministry to
implement the use of coloured stickers on vehicles plying in Delhi-National Capital Region by September
30. The apex court also asked Additional Solicitor General A.N.S. Nadkarni, who was representing the
Ministry, to consider having green number plates for electric and hybrid vehicles.

• Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi handed over more than 1 lakh 15 thousand houses built under Pradhan
Mantri Gramin Awaas Yojana schemes to the beneficiaries through video conferencing from Jujwa village
of Valsad district in Gujarat. Beneficiaries from 26 districts of Gujarat got their homes through collective e-
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Gruhpravesh. The Prime Minister also interacted with the women beneficiaries and congratulated them on
getting their dream homes. Speaking on this occasion, he said that wonderful homes under Prime Minister’s
Awaas Yojana have been made possible because there are no middle men. The Prime Minister said, it is his
dream and endeavour to ensure that every Indian has his own house by 2022.

• Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi has said that his government wants to set up a medical college and
hospital in every district of the country. Mr. Modi said his government also plans to set up 1.5 lakh wellness
centres under the Ayushman Bharat scheme. The Prime Minister said these wellness centres will cater to
six lakh villages. He said one centre will be built every 10 to 12 km to offer the best health care services to
the rural population. Mr. Modi was addressing a public meeting after inaugurating a 300-bed Gujarat
Medical and Education Research Society Hospital at Junagadh in Gujarat.

• Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) has announced a new measure that makes facial recognition
mandatory for every authentication that requires Aadhaar. UIDAI CEO Ajay Bhushan Pandey said that the
facial recognition will come as an additional feature along with the regular authentication process that
identifies an individual based on fingerprints or eye scans. The measure is being implemented following
official circulars issued by UIDAI to Authentication User Agencies, Authentication Service Agencies, and
certified biometric device providers. Services that most commonly use Aadhaar authentication include
issue of mobile SIM, banks, public distribution system and office attendance at government offices.

• The 6th ‘International Buddhist Conclave-2018’ was held in New Delhi. It was inaugurated by President
Shri Ram Nath Kovind. The function was organized by Ministry of Tourism in association with the State
Governments of Maharashtra, Bihar and Uttar Pradesh. While speaking on the occasion, President said
Buddhism was the basis for an early form of globalization. The President said that tourism is a multi-
stakeholder enterprise. He said that in its essence, tourism, like Buddhism, is about people and empowering
them to realize their potential.

• Union Health Minister Mr. J.P. Nadda launched the logo for flagship health insurance scheme, ‘Ayushman
Bharat’ in New Delhi. Giving power point presentation on ‘Ayushman Bharat, the Health Minister said that
work is very much on track to launch the flagship health insurance scheme on September 25, on the birth
anniversary of Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyaya. More than 10 crore poor and vulnerable families will get the
benefit with an insurance cover of Rs. 5 lakh per family per year. The website and app will be launched on
15 September.

• Centre and the six Northern States including Uttar Pradesh, Delhi, Uttarakhand, Rajasthan, Himachal
Pradesh & Haryana, have signed an agreement for Lakhwar multipurpose project on River Yamuna. The
project in Uttarakhand will solve water crisis in these States. Union Minister Mr. Nitin Gadkari presided
over the signing of MoU between Ministry of Water Resources, River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation
and Chief Ministers of six States. Speaking on the occasion, he said besides water, the project will also
improve ecology of Himalayan states.

• Union Minister Mr. Dharmendra Pradhan has said that national SC-ST hub launched by Prime Minister
Mr. Narendra Modi has become a mass movement in Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises (MSME)
sector. Addressing a SC-ST Conclave cum Exhibition in Bhubaneswar, the Minister for Petroleum and
Natural Gas and Skill Development and Entrepreneurship said this initiative is a unique program of grooming
the SC-ST entrepreneurs who can create job opportunities for hundreds of youths.
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• The Government has announced regulations which will enable the safe, commercial usage of drones. The
regulations will be effective from 1st of December this year. Addressing the media in New Delhi, Civil
Aviation Minister Mr. Suresh Prabhu said the regulations are intended to enable visual line-of-sight daytime-
only and a maximum of 400 feet altitude operations.

• India has entered a club of select countries as nation’s first bio fuel powered test flight successfully covered
the distance from Dehradun to Delhi. Turbo prop aircraft of a budget airlines created history and has
started a journey that is sure to bring in more economic and environmental benefits in days and months to
come.

• India Post Payments Bank - Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi launched the India Post Payments
Bank (IPPB) at Talkatora Stadium in New Delhi on September 1, 2018. The function was witnessed at
over 4000 locations across the country that were connected to the main event in Delhi. Speaking on the
occasion, the Prime Minister said that through the India Post Payments Bank, banking services will conveniently
reach the remotest places in the country, and the people living there. He recalled that the Union Government
had earlier rolled out the Jan Dhan Yojana to establish financial inclusion. He said that today’s launch of
IPPB is one more step to achieve this objective. He said IPPB branches have opened across 650 districts.

• The Prime Minister said that postman has long been a respected and accepted person in the villages. He
said the thrust on the postman remains, despite the advent of modern technology. He said that the
Government’s approach is to reform existing frameworks and structures, and hence, transform them in
accordance with the changing times. He said that there are over 1.5 lakh post offices and over three lakh
postmen or ‘grameen dak sevaks’ who are connected to the people of the country. Now they shall be
empowered with smartphones and digital devices to provide financial services. Enumerating the benefits of
IPPB, he said it will enable money transfer, transfer of government benefits, bill payments and other services
such as investment and insurance. He added that postmen would deliver these services at the doorstep. He
said that IPPB will also facilitate digital transactions, and help deliver the benefits of schemes such as
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana, which provide assistance to farmers. The Prime Minister said that
since 2014, the Union Government has been dealing firmly with the distortions and problems that had
arisen in India’s banking sector due to indiscriminate loan advances. He said existing loans have been
reviewed and a professional approach has been taken with regard to the banking sector. He mentioned
other measures such as the Fugitive Economic Offenders Bill, which have been taken to ensure that the
guilty are punished. The Prime Minister said that now Mudra loans worth over 13 lakh crore rupees have
been given to the poor and middle class, for creating self-employment opportunities. He said that today, as
India achieves its best ever Asian Games performance, and the economy shows excellent growth numbers,
the entire country is full of new self-confidence. He said this is the result of the collective efforts of the
people. He said today India is not just the fastest growing economy in the world, but also the country that
is eradicating poverty the fastest. The Prime Minister said that 3 lakh ‘dark sevaks’ would be the key to
provide financial services to every home, ever farmer and every small enterprise in the villages. He mentioned
that in recent months, several steps have been taken for the welfare of ‘dak sevaks’ and to meet their long
pending demand. These have led to a substantial increase in their salary, he added. He expressed confidence
that IPPB shall reach over 1.5 lakh post offices across the country within the next few months.

• To build the most accessible, affordable and trusted bank for the common man and to spearhead the
financial inclusion agenda by removing the barriers for the unbanked and under-banked population is the
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prime vision and mission behind the launching of IPPB. IPPB has been set up under the Department of
Posts, Ministry of Communications, with 100% equity owned by Government of India.

• IPPB will offer a range of products such as savings and current accounts, remittances and money transfer,
direct benefit transfers, bill and utility payments, and enterprise and merchant payments etc. These products,
and related services, will be offered across multiple channels (Counter series, Micro-ATM, Mobile Banking
App, SMS and IVR), using a bank grade, cutting-edge technology platform. IPPB will partner with financial
organizations to provide loans, investment and insurance products.

• The IPPB has a vast network, with a rural India penetration of 1,30,000 access points (Post Offices),
which is nearly 2.5 times the number of bank branches in rural India today. A large work force of 3 lakh+
Postmen and Gramin Dak Sevaks (GDS) will offer Assisted Doorstep Banking in rural, urban and remote
areas.

• A five-judge Constitution bench of the Supreme Court has, unanimously, decriminalized part of the 158-
year-old colonial law under Section 377 of the IPC which criminalizes consensual unnatural sex. The
Constitution bench headed by Chief Justice Dipak Misra termed the part of Section 377 of the Indian
Penal Code which criminalizes unnatural sex as irrational, indefensible and manifestly arbitrary. The bench
struck down Section 377 as being violative of right to equality.

• Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has announced a landmark increase in remuneration for ASHA and
Anganwadi workers. The announcement which will be effective from October, 2018 was made during a
video bridge interaction with lakhs of ASHA, Anganwadi and ANM workers on September 11, 2018. The
Prime Minister announced the doubling of routine incentives given by the Union Government to ASHA
workers. In addition, all ASHA workers and their helpers would be provided free insurance cover under
Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana and Prime Minister Suraksha Bima Yojana. Prime Minister also
announced significant increase in the honorarium given to Anganwadi workers. Those receiving Rs. 3000
so far, would now receive Rs. 4500. Similarly those receiving Rs. 2200 would now get Rs. 3500. The
honorarium for Anganwadi helpers has also been increased from Rs. 1500 to Rs. 2250. He also announced

that Anganwadi workers and helpers using techniques such as Common Application Software (ICDS-
CAS) would get additional incentives. The incentives ranging from Rs. 250 to Rs. 500 would be based on
performance. The Prime Minister interacted with teams of three A’s – the ASHA worker, Anganwadi
worker and ANM (Auxiliary Nurse Midwife) from across the country. He appreciated their efforts to
work together, to use innovative means and technology, to improve the delivery of health and nutrition
services and achieve the goal of the POSHAN Abhiyan – reduction of malnutrition in the country.

• The President of India has appointed Justice Ranjan Gogoi as the next Chief Justice of India. He will
assume the office of Chief Justice on 3rd October 2018 after the retirement of the current Chief Justice,
Justice Dipak Misra. Born on 18th November, 1954, Justice Gogoi was enrolled as an advocate in 1978.
He practiced in the Gauhati High Court on constitutional, taxation and company matters. He was appointed
as a Permanent Judge of the Gauhati High Court on 28th February, 2001. On 9th September, 2010, he was
transferred to the Punjab & Haryana High Court.

• Senior BJP leader Mr. L.K. Advani has been re-nominated as the Chairman of the Ethics Committee of the
Lok Sabha by Speaker Smt. Sumitra Mahajan. The Committee examines complaints related to any unethical
conduct by members of the Lower House. The Committee can also initiate suo motu investigation into
matters related to unethical conduct of a member and make recommendations. Former Uttarakhand Chief
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Minister Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ of the BJP was renamed the Chairman of the Lok Sabha
Committee on Government Assurances. Mr. Chandrakant Khaire of the Shiv Sena was reappointed as
Chairman of the Committee on Papers Laid on the Table. BJP’s Mr. Dilip Kumar Mansukhlal Gandhi has
been given another term as the Chairman of the Committee on Subordinate Legislation. Mr. P. Karunakaran
of the CPI (M) will continue serving as the Chairman of the Committee on Absence of Members from the
Sittings of the House.

• The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has issued a notification for bringing the Human Immunodeficiency
Virus and Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (Prevention and Control) Act, 2017 in force from 10th

September 2018. The Act, safeguards the rights of people living with HIV and affected by HIV. The
provisions of the Act addresses HIV-related discrimination, strengthen the existing programme by bringing
in legal accountability, and establish formal mechanisms for inquiring into complaints and redressing grievances.
The Act seeks to prevent and control the spread of HIV and AIDS, prohibits discrimination against persons
with HIV and AIDS.

• Union Minister for Minority Affairs Shri Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi launched the country’s first ‘National
Scholarship Portal Mobile App’ (NSP Mobile App). Speaking on the occasion, Shri Naqvi said that this
‘national Scholarship Portal Mobile App’ will ensure a smooth, accessible and hassle-free scholarship
system for students from poor and weaker sections. He said that all the scholarships are being given
directly into bank accounts of the needy students under Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) mode through the
National Scholarship Portal which has ensured that there is no scope for duplication and leakage.

• Implementing the Supreme Court order, the Election Commission of India has withdrawn the provision of
None Of The Above (NOTA) from elections to Rajya Sabha and Legislative Council in States. The option
will now be available to the public only during Lok Sabha and State Assembly elections. The ECI in a
notification ordered the Returning Officers for Rajya Sabha and Legislative Council elections to make sure
that the column of NOTA is not published in the ballot papers. Earlier in August, the apex court ruled that
the NOTA option cannot be made available in Rajya Sabha elections.

• The Bhabha Atomic Research Centre has recommissioned an upgraded version of ‘Apsara’, the country’s
oldest research reactor that was decommissioned almost a decade ago. Apsara was first made operational
on August 4, 1956, becoming Asia’s first research reactor at the time. The design of the pool-type reactor
using enriched uranium fuel was conceptualized in 1955 by Dr. Homi Bhabha himself.

• Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated and laid the foundation stone for several important
development projects, at a public gathering in Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi. Among the projects
inaugurated are the Integrated Power Development Scheme (IPDS) for Puraani Kashi; and an Atal Incubation
Centre at BHU. Among the projects for which the foundation stone was laid, is the Regional Ophthalmology
Centre at BHU. The cumulative value of all projects which were inaugurated, or for which foundation stone
was laid, is over Rs. 550 crore.

• President Shri Ram Nath Kovind has promulgated an Ordinance banning the practice of instant triple talaq.
This was stated by the Ministry of Law and Justice in a Gazette notification. Earlier, Union Cabinet had
approved an Ordinance making instant triple talaq a punishable offence with a three year jail term. Talking
to reporters, Union Law Minister Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad said under the Ordinance, the crime will be
recognized only when the woman herself or her blood relative files a complaint against the husband. He
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also said the case may be dropped, if the duo reaches a compromise, but only if the wife approaches the
magistrate.

• President Ram Nath Kovind launched the logo and the web portal (htto://gandhi.gov.in) for commemoration
of 150th birth anniversary of Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi at Rashtrapati Bhavan. The logo was
released in the presence of Minister of State for culture (Independent Charge) and Environment, Forest &
Climate Change, Dr. Mahesh Sharma and Secretary, Culture, Shri Arun Goel.

• The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
given its ex-post facto approval to ASHA Benefit Package with effect from October, 2018 (to be paid in
November 2018), with two components as under: (i) ASHAs and ASHA facilitators meeting the eligibility
criteria to be enrolled in social security schemes implemented by Government of India namely, the Pradhan
Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana and Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana, and (ii) an increase in the
amount of routine and recurring incentives under National Health Mission for ASHAs under NHM from
Rs. 1000/- per month to Rs. 2000/- per month. The CCEA also approved enhancement of honorarium to
Anganwadi Workers/Anganwadi Helpers (AWWs/AWHs) and performance linked incentive to AWHs
[Umbrella Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) Scheme] with a total cost of Rs. 10,649.41
crore (GoI share) for the period from 01.10.2018 to 31.03.2020. Nearly 27 lakh AWWs/AWHs will be
benefitted by the approval. Anganwadi Services (Umbrella ICDS) is a universal scheme and beneficiaries
are spread all over the country at AWC/village level.

• A group of over 100 Anganwadi workers from across the country, called on the Prime Minister to express
their happiness, and thank the Prime Minister for the recent announcement of increase in honorarium and
other incentives. Acknowledging the greetings of the Anganwadi workers, the Prime Minister expressed
his happiness that they had assembled from all parts of the country to meet him today. The Prime Minister
emphasized the importance of nutrition in a child’s physical and cognitive development. He said the Anganwadi
workers have a key role to play in this regard. He stated that nutrition requires constant focus and
development of good habits, which can be provided by Anganwadi workers. He exhorted them to ensure
that the nutritional assistance being made available to beneficiaries is used judiciously.

• The Union Home Secretary Shri Rajiv Gauba launched an online ‘e-Sahaj’ portal for grant of Security
Clearance. The portal will facilitate an applicant to submit application online and also to view the status of
his application from time to time. Speaking on the occasion, the Union Home Secretary said that with the
introduction of online portal, the process has become standardized, resulting in a process which will be
faster, transparent and easy to monitor. Various functionaries can access the application and documents
online and take timely decisions.

• DRDO successfully flight tested a low weight, Man Portable Anti Tank Guided Missile (MPATGM) from
Ahmednagar range on 15 September 2018. All the mission objectives were met. Defence Minister Smt.
Nirmala Sitharaman congratulated DRDO and other agencies involved in the mission.

• The Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV-C42) of Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) successfully
launched two satellites – NovaSAR and S1-4 – from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC) SHAR,
Sriharikota. Both satellites were injected into the Sun Synchronous Orbit at an altitude of 583 km. The
satellites belong to UK-based Surrey Satellite Technology Limited (SSTL), which has a contract with
Amtrix Corporation Ltd., the commercial arm of ISRO.
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• Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi chaired his twenty-ninth interaction through PRAGATI – the ICT-
based multi-modal platform for Pro-Active Governance and Timely Implementation on September 26,
2018. The Prime Minister reviewed the progress in resolution of grievances related to the telecommunications
sector. He was briefed on the progress made in this regard, including the technology interventions made
recently. The Prime Minister said that resolution of issues related to the telecom sector should be based on
latest technological solutions. He emphasized that service providers must provide a high level of consumer
satisfaction. The 28 PRAGATI meetings so far have seen a cumulative review of projects with a total
investment of over Rs. 11.75 lakh crore. Resolution of Public Grievances has also been reviewed across a
range of sectors.

• Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated ‘Parakram Parv’ at Jodhpur on September 28, 2018 to
mark the 2nd anniversary of surgical strike. Parakram Parv was celebrated to showcase courage and
sacrifice of armed forces. The main event was held at India Gate Lawns, Rajpath in New Delhi. Similarly,
53 locations in 51 cities across the country showcased the events highlighting valour of Indian Armed
Forces in general and Special Forces in particular.

• Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been awarded the prestigious UN Champions of the Earth Award.
It was announced by UN Environment that PM Mr. Modi and French President Mr. Emmanuel Macron
have been awarded in the Policy Leadership category, for their efforts for promoting new areas of levels of
cooperation on environmental action. This includes Mr. Modi’s unprecedented pledge to eliminate all
single-use plastic in India by 2022. Founded thirteen years ago, the annual Champions of the Earth prize is
awarded to outstanding leaders from government, civil society and the private sector whose actions have
had a positive impact on the environment.

• Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated the Pakyong Airport in Sikkim. This is the first airport in
the Himalayan State, and the 100th airport in the country. Addressing a large public gathering on the
occasion, the Prime Minister described the day as a historic one for Sikkim, and an important one for
India. He said that with Pakyong Airport, the country has hit a century of airports. The Prime Minister also
mentioned the young cricketer from Sikkim, Nilesh Lamichanay, who recently became the first cricketer
from the State to score a century in the Vijay Hazare Trophy.

• The Nation paid home to Mahatma Gandhi on his 149th birth anniversary on October 2, 2018. President
Shri Ram Nath Kovind, Vice President Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu and Prime Minister Narendra Modi
offered floral tributes to Father of the National at Rajghat in New Delhi. A Sarva Dharma Prarthana Sabha
was organized at Rajghat on this occasion. The day also marked the launch of 150th anniversary celebrations
of the Mahatma Gandhi. The President, Vice President and the Prime Minister also visited Vijay Ghat to
pay tributes to former Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri on his birth anniversary.

• Mahatma Gandhi International Sanitation Convention was organized at Rashtrapati Bhavan on October 2,
2018 to mark the 149th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. Political leadership accompanied by public
funding, partnership and people’s participation can help the world in achieving total sanitation, Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi said in the Convention in New Delhi. United Nations Secretary General Antonio
Guterres, who was also present at the event, praised India’s progress on implementing the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), in particular the pursuit of Sanitation for All and Affordable and Clean Energy,
which featured heavily during day two of his official visit to the country.
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• Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated the first Assembly of the International Solar Alliance at
Vigyan Bhavan on October 2, 2018. The same event also marked the inauguration of the second IORA
Renewable Energy Ministerial Meeting, and the 2nd Global Re-Invest (Renewable Energy Investors’’ Meet
and Expo). The Secretary General of the United Nations, Mr. Antonio Guterres, was present on the
occasion. Addressing the gathering, the Prime Minister said that in the last 150 to 200 years, mankind has
depended on fossil fuels for energy needs. He said nature is now indicating that options such as solar, wind
and water, offer more sustainable energy solutions.

• Justice Ranjan Gogoi was sworn in as the 46th Chief Justice of India. President Shri Ram Nath Kovind
administered the oath of office to Justice Gogoi at a function held in Rashtrapati Bhavan. Justice Gogoi will
continue in office till November 17, 2019. Born on November 18, 1954, Justice Gogoi was enrolled as an
advocate in 1978. He was appointed as a permanent judge of the Guwahati High Court in 2001. He was
transferred to the Punjab and Haryana High Court in 2010. Justice Gogoi was appointed as Chief Justice
of Punjab and Haryana High court in 2011 and then a Judge of the Supreme Court in 2012.

• The Supreme Court has rejected a petition that sought to stall the deportation of seven Rohingyas to
Myanmar. The plea had sought to stall the deportation through the border point at Moreh in Imphal. The
Centre informed the court that the seven had entered India illegally in 2012. They had been convicted
under the Foreigners Act and detained at the Silchar detention centre. The Centre further said that Myanmar
had accepted the Rohingyas as their citizens and agreed to take them back. Meanwhile, the 7 Rohingyas
were deported to Myanmar. They were handed over to Myanmar authorities.

• Union Home Minister Mr. Rajnath Singh chaired the 23rd meeting of the Eastern Zonal Council in Kolkata.
Talking to media after the meeting, the Home Minister said that Government of India has issued advisory to
all state governments on the Rohingya issue. He added that states have been asked to put Rohingyas under
biometry. Mr. Singh assured that government will take appropriate action through diplomatic channels with
Myanmar on the issue. The meeting was attended by the Chief Ministers of West Bengal, Jharkhand,
Deputy Chief Minister of Bihar Mr. Sushil Modi and Finance Minister of Odisha Mr. Pradip Kumar Amat.

• Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi unveiled the statue of farmer leader Sir Chhotu Ram in Haryana where
• Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi delivered an address at the event to mark the launch of the Centre for

the Fourth Industrial Revolution. Mr. Modi said the components of “Industry 4.0” actually have the ability
to transform the present and future of human life. He said the launch of this Centre, the fourth in the world
after San Francisco, Tokyo and Beijing, opens the door to immense possibilities in the future. He said
emerging fields, including Artificial Intelligence, Machine Learning, Internet of Things, Blockchain, and Big
Data, can take India to new heights of development, and improve the quality of life of its citizens. He said
that for India, this is not just an industrial transformation, but a social transformation. He said Industry 4.0
has the strength to drive irreversible positive change in India. He added that it will help bring the required
speed and scale to work being done in India.

• “India is deeply committed nationally and globally to achieving all public health goals. Together we are
working towards providing highest possible standards of health care for our citizens. Universal health
coverage is key to the Sustainable Development Goals 2030 agenda and to which India is firmly committed.”
This was stated by Shri J P Nadda, Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare during his address at the
inauguration of ‘2nd World Conference on Access to Medical Products: Achieving the SDGs 2030’, in
New Delhi on October 9, 2018.
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• Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, addressed the Silver Jubilee Foundation Day function of the National
Human Rights Commission (NHRC) on Oct 12, 2018. He said that in the last two and a half decades,
NHRC has contributed to nation building, by becoming the voice of the deprived and the oppressed. He
said that the protection of human rights has been an important part of our culture. He said that after
independence, elements such as an independent and impartial judiciary; an active media; an active civilsociety,
and organizations such as NHRC are in place to protect human rights. The Prime Minister said that human
rights should not be merely a slogan, but also a part of our ethos. He said that in the last four years or so,
a lot of serious efforts have been made to improve the quality of life of the poor.

• Ayushman Bharat CEO Indu Bhusan has said that ten lakh jobs will be created in the health and insurance
sector under Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana. Addressing an event organized by industry body Assocham
in New Delhi, Mr. Bhusan said, the scheme is going to improve the quality of healthcare in public services
and also in the private sector. He also pointed out that India still has a very high level of expenditure on
health compare to other emerging economies. Under the scheme, over 10.7 crore families from poor and
vulnerable section will get the health cover of five lakh rupees annually for treatment.

• NITI Aayog launched the model guidelines for Public - Private Partnership in Non-Communicable Diseases
(NCDs). As per the guidelines, the private partner will invest in upgrading, building and deploying human
resources. They will be responsible for operational management and service delivery. The state governments
will provide the required physical space. It is suggested that the tariff structure for the services offered
under the NCD care facility may be linked to the existing state and Central Government Health Insurance
scheme. In a case, a government health insurance scheme is introduced in a state after adoption of CGHS
tariff, tariff rates should be revised to the newly introduced scheme in the state. All service in NCD care
facility will be offered by a single entity, be it a trust, company and consortium under the PPP arrangement.
All categories including trusts, companies will be allowed to bid for the project and no restrictions may be
imposed on any of these categories.

• The Indian Navy’s submarine rescue capabilities have got a boost with the successful maiden trials of its
newly inducted Deep Submergence Rescue Vehicle (DSRV). In a release, the Navy said, the Western
Naval Command conducted the trials of the DSRV, which carried out an operation with a bottomed s
ubmarine at a depth of over 300 feet and transferred personnel from the submarine to the rescue vehicle.
DSRV, operated by a crew of three, can rescue 14 personnel from a disabled submarine at one time.
During the trials, the DSRV also dived successfully up to 666 metres, setting a record for deepest
submergence by a manned vessel in Indian waters. The release also said, once the trials are completed, it
will put the Indian Navy into the league of world navies that have an integral submarine rescue capability.

• Council of Scientific and Industrial Research ,Indian Institute of Toxicology Research (CSIR-IITR), Lucknow
has developed an innovative technology for “Drinking Water Disinfection System” with Trade name
“OneerTM” which was transferred to M/s Bluebird Water Purifiers, New Delhi in the presence of Union
Minister of Science & Technology and Vice-President, CSIR, Dr. Harsh Vardhan. It is useful for continuous
treatment of water and eliminates all disease causing pathogens such as virus, bacteria, fungi, protozoa and
cyst to provide safe drinking water to domestic and communities settings as per National and International
standards prescribed for potable water (BIS, WHO etc.).

• Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, hoisted the National Flag at Red Fort on October 21, 2018, to
commemorate the 75th Anniversary of formation of Azad Hind Government, formed by Netaji Subhas
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Chandra Bose. Prime Minister congratulated the nation on the proud occasion of 75th anniversary of
formation of Azad Hind Government. Speaking on the occasion, he said that Azad Hind government
represented the vision laid down by Subhas Chandra Bose, of a strong undivided India. He added that
Azad Hind government was actively involved in nation building and had even started its own bank, currency
and stamps. The Prime Minister also dedicated the National Police Memorial to the nation, on Police
Commemoration Day. He announced an award in the name of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, to honour
those involved in disaster response operations. The award would be announced every year, recognizing
the bravery and courage displayed in saving lives of people, in the wake of a disaster.

• Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi launched the “Main Nahin Hum” portal and app, in New Delhi. The
portal, which works on the theme “Self4Society”, will enable IT professionals and organizations to bring t
ogether their efforts towards social causes, and service to society, on one platform. In doing so, the portal
is expected to help catalyze greater collaboration towards the service of the weaker sections of society,
especially by leveraging the benefits of technology. It is also expected to generate wider participation of
interested people who are motivated to work for the benefit of society. Interacting with a wide cross-
section of IT and electronic manufacturing professionals, captains of industry and technocrats on the occasion,
the Prime Minister said he is sure that people want to work for others, serve society and make a positive
difference.

• The Ministry of Environment has initiated a ‘Harit Diwali-Swasth Diwali’ campaign keeping in view the
detrimental effect of air pollution and also the importance of the festival of lights. In an official release, the
Ministry said that air pollution is a serious health issue in the country especially in the northern parts during
winter season. The air pollution in the northern region is attributed to dust, burning of crops in certain states,
burning of garbage construction and prevailing climatic conditions. This air pollution has serious impact on
the health of children, aged people and people suffering from respiratory ailments. Diwali which is a festival
of lights falls during the same period. As a matter of practice people have been celebrating Diwali by
bursting crackers. Crackers contain combustible chemicals that include potassium chlorate powdered
aluminum, magnesium, salts of barium, copper, sodium, lithium, strontium etc. and emit smoke on combustion
of these chemicals along with sound. During the campaign, a large number of school children especially
from eco-clubs participate and take pledge to minimize bursting of crackers and also discourage the
neighbourhood and their friends from bursting of crackers.

• The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
approved new Railway Line between Bahraich and Khalilabad via Bhinga, Shravasti, Balrampur, Utraula,
Domariyaganj, Mehdawal, Bansi. The total length of the new Broad Gauge line will be 240.26 kilometers.

• Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the constitution of a High
Level Steering Committee for periodically reviewing and refining the National Indicator Framework (NIF)
for monitoring of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) with associated targets. The High Level Steering
Committee will be chaired by Chief Statistician of India and Secretary, Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MoSPI), with the Secretaries of data source Ministries and NITI Aayog as members and
Secretaries of other related Ministries as special invitees, with function of reviewing of National Indicator
Framework including refinement of the indicators from time to time.

• Prime Minister dedicates Statue of Unity to the Nation: Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, on October
31, 2018, dedicated the world’s tallest statue, the ‘Statue of Unity’, to the nation. The 182-meter statue of
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Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel was dedicated to the nation on his birth anniversary at Kevadiya in Narmada
District of Gujarat. At the launch ceremony, the Prime Minister and other dignitaries, poured soil and
Narmada water into a Kalash to mark the dedication of the ‘Statue of Unity’ to the nation. The Prime
Minister pressed a lever to commence a Virtual Abhishek of the statue. He inaugurated the Wall of Unity.
At the feet of the Statue of Unity, the Prime Minister performed a special prayer. He visited the Museum
and Exhibition, and the Viewers’ Gallery. This gallery, at 153 meters height, can accommodate upto 200
visitors at one time. It offers a spectacular view of the Sardar Sarovar Dam, the reservoir, and the Satpura
and Vindhya mountain ranges. The dedication ceremony was punctuated by fly-past of IAF aircraft, and
performances of cultural troupes. He said the day marked a special moment in the history of India. He said
that with the Statue of Unity, India has given itself today, a towering inspiration for the future. He said the
Statue will continue to remind future generations of the courage, capability and resolve of Sardar Patel. He
said that the integration of India by Sardar Patel has resulted today in India’s march towards becoming a
big economic and strategic power. The Prime Minister also recalled Sardar Patel’s vision of the administrative
services as a steel frame. He described the Statue of Unity as a symbol of self-respect of the farmers who
gave soil from their land, and iron from their farming implements for the Statue. He said the aspirations of
the youth of India can be achieved only through the mantra of ‘Ek Bharat, Shrestha Bharat’. He congratulated
everyone associated with the construction of the Statue. He said the Statue would generate considerable
tourism opportunities for the region. The Prime Minister mentioned that several memorials have been made
to recall the contributions of freedom fighters and great leaders, in recent years. Besides the Statue of
Unity, he mentioned the museum dedicated to Sardar Patel in Delhi, Mahatma Mandir and Dandi Kutir in
Gandhinagar, the Panchtirth dedicated to Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar, the Statue of Sri Chhotu Ram in
Haryana, and the memorials of Shyamji Krishna Varma and Veer Nayak Govind Guru in Kutch. He said
work is in progress for the museum dedicated to Subhash Chandra Bose in Delhi, the Shivaji statue in
Mumbai, and tribal museums across the country. The Prime Minister spoke of Sardar Patel’s vision of a
strong and inclusive India, and said the Union Government is working towards marking the dream a reality.
He mentioned the efforts to provide a home to all, to provide electricity to all, and towards road connectivity
and digital connectivity. He also mentioned the Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana. He said that efforts
such as GST, e-NAM and ‘One-Nation, One Grid- have also contributed to integrating the nation in
various ways. The Prime Minister spoke of our collective responsibility to maintain the unity and integrity of
the nation, and to counter all divisive forces.

• Information and Broadcasting Minister Shri Rajyavardhan Rathore has said journalists also sever the nation
like Army personnel. Speaking at a condolence meeting organized in Doordarshan Bhavan in New Delhi
on November 1, 2018 over the death of cameraman Shri Achutyanand Sahu in Chhattisgarh, Shri Rathore
said, Doordarshan is properly fulfilling its responsibility of informing the nation. He said the Prasar Bharti
stands by the family of Mr. Sahu. Speaking on the occasion, Prasar Bharti Chairman Dr. A. Surya Prakash
said, it is a sad moment for all of us and he saluted the courage and bravery of the cameraman. He said
national broadcaster is responsible to promote the democratic spirit of the country. Information and
Broadcasting Secretary Amit Khare, and other senior officials were also present on the occasion.

• Labour Minister Shri Santosh Kumar Gangwar has said that more than 1 crore members have been added
to Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation in the last two years. The Minister said it is the constant
endeavour of the government to bring more workers in the unorganized sector under the fold of the EPFO.
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Speaking at the 66th Foundation Day Celebrations of EPFO, Mr. Gangwar said, a large number of around
40 crore people are working in the unorganized sector and our government is more concerned about them.

• `The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given “in-principle” approval
for leasing out six airports of AAI viz. Ahmedabad, Jaipur, Lucknow, Guwahati, Thiruvananthapuram and
Mangaluru for operation, management and development under Public Private Partnership (PPP) through
Public Private Partnership Appraisal Committee (PPPAC). It has directed constitution of an Empowered
Group of Secretaries headed by CEO, NITI Aayog with Secretary, Ministry of Civil Aviation, Secretary,
Department of Economic Affairs and Secretary, Department of Expenditure to decide on any issue falling
beyond the scope of PPPAC.

• The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the mechanism and
procedure for sale of the enemy shares. ‘In principle’ approval has been accorded for sale of enemy shares
under the Custody of Ministry of Home Affairs/ Custodian of Enemy Property of India (CEPI), as per sub-
section 1 of section 8A of the Enemy Property Act, 1968. Department of Investment and Public Asset
Management has been authorized under the provisions of subsection 7 of section 8A of the Enemy Property
Act, 1968, to sell the same. Sale proceeds are to be deposited as disinvestment proceeds in the Government
Account maintained by Ministry of Finance. „

• The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved setting up of a
Central Tribal University in Andhra Pradesh. The “Central Tribal University of Andhra Pradesh” will be set
up in Relli village of Vizianagaram District as provided under the Thirteenth Schedule to the Andhra Pradesh
Reorganization Act, 2014 (No. 6 of 2014). Cabinet has also approved the provision of funds of Rs. 420
crore for the first phase expenditure towards establishment of the Central Tribal University. „

• Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi received the crew of Strategic Strike Nuclear Submarine (SSBN)
INS Arihant on Nov 5, 2018. The submarine recently returned from its first deterrence patrol, completing
the establishment of the country’s survivable nuclear triad. Stressing the significance of the successful
deployment of INS Arihant for the completion of India’s nuclear triad, the Prime Minister congratulated the
crew and all involved in the achievement which puts India among a handful of countries having the capability
to design, construct and operate SSBNs. Noting that the indigenous development of the SSBN and its
operationalization attest to the country’s technological prowess and the synergy and coordination among
all concerned, the Prime Minister thanked them for their dedication and commitment in realizing this pioneering
accomplishment enhancing immensely the country’s security. „

• The 5th edition of the 10-day “Women of India National Organic Festival 2018” organized by the Ministry
of Women & Child Development culminated on the night of Sunday, 4th November, at the expansive
grounds of Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts, Janpath Road. Over the 10 days, women farmers
and entrepreneurs from across the country participated with vast variety of organic products ranging from
food and fabrics to wellness and personal care. This year, the total sales by the women farmers and
entrepreneurs who came from 26 States, were a record of over Rs. 2.75 crore, up from Rs. 1.84 crore in
last year’s edition that was organized at Dilli Haat, INA, New Delhi.

• Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi inaugurated an inland waterways project at his parliamentary
constituency, Varanasi, on 12 November 2018. The first multi-modal waterways terminal on the Ganga
River is part of the Centre’s Jal Marg Vikas Project which aims to develop the stretch of the river between
Varanasi and Haldia for navigation of large vessels. Development of inland waterways superbly complements
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the Modi government’s historic Sagarmala project. The prime objective of the project is to promote port-
led direct and indirect development and to provide infrastructure to transport goods to and from ports
quickly, efficiently and cost-effectively.

• The month-long Winter Session of Parliament is set to commence from December 11. The Cabinet
Committee on parliamentary Affairs recommended convening of the Winter Session from December 11 to
January 8 and would have 20 working days. The centre has sought support and cooperation of all parties
for the smooth functioning of Parliament during the session. Triple Talaq bill among other legislations to be
on government’s agenda in the session.

• Information and Broadcasting Minister Colonel Rajyavardhan Rathore has conveyed his best wishes to all
journalists on the occasion of the national Press Day on November 16, 2018. In a tweet, Mr. Rathore said,
a responsible, objective media is one of the most important institutions for nation-building. Mr. Rathore
also greeted the Press Council of India for its commitment to maintain ethics and high standards in print
media.

• India took another key step forward in its space journey on November 14, 2018 as Indian space agency
ISRO’s fifth generation heavy lift launch vehicle GSLV Mark III D2 successfully placed communication
satellite GSAT-29 in the Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit. The 3423 kg satellite carries Ka and Ku band
high throughout-put transponders, which will provide communication services to remote places in the
North East and Jammu and Kashmir.

• NITI Aayog has constituted the ‘Himalayan State Regional Council’ to ensure sustainable development of
the Himalayan region. A NITI Aayog statement said that the Council has been constituted to review and
implement and identified action points based on the Reports of five Working Groups, which were established
along thematic areas to prepare a roadmap for action. The Himalayan State Regional Council will be
chaired by Dr. V.K. Saraswat, Member, NITI Aayog and will consist of the Chief Secretaries of the
Himalayan States as well as the Secretaries of key Central Ministers, senior officers of NITI Aayog as well
as special invitees.

• The Government has delegated powers to local bodies to ensure compliance of environmental conditions
for buildings, construction and area development projects measuring between 20,000 and 50,000 square
meters. According to a notification of the Union Environment Ministry, local bodies have also been given
the powers to ensure environmental conditions are followed at industrial sheds, educated institutions, hospitals
and hostels. The notification said Local bodies such as Municipalities, Development Authorities and District
Panchayats, shall stipulate environmental conditions while granting permission for the Building or construction
projects.

• Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone marking the commencement of work for City
Gas Distribution projects awarded under the 9th CGD bidding rounds. The Prime Minister also launched
the 10th CGD bidding round. Stressing that the nation is now moving towards Gas Based Economy, Prime
Minister said the Union Government is paying attention towards all dimensions of Gas Based Economy.
The foundation stone laying of City Gas Distribution Projects is symbolic of the transformation that India is
witnessing. CGD networks will increase the availability of clean cooking fuel or Piped Natural Gas and
transportation fuel Compressed Natural Gas for consumers. These projects will bring gas to around 70%
of the country’s population in 26 states and Union Territories. „



DIRECTION
INSTITUTE FOR IAS EXAMINATION

Current Affairs 39

• The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, inaugurated the Kundli-Manesar Section of the Kundli-Manesar-
Palwal (KMP) Western Peripheral Expressway, at Sultanpur, Gurugram, Haryana. He also inaugurated
the Ballabgarh-Mujesar Metro Link and laid the foundation stone of Shri Vishwakarma Skill University.
Addressing a huge gathering, Prime Minister said that the Expressway and metro connectivity will usher in
a transportation revolution in Haryana. He said that the youth of the region would benefit immensely from
the Shri Vishwakarma Skill University. The Prime Minister said that the Union Government had ensured
that KMP Expressway project was finished on priority. He said that the Expressway would play a major
role in reducing the pollution in Delhi and surrounding areas. He added that it will bring in ‘Ease of Living’,
along with environment friendly travelling. „

• Union HRD Minister Shri Prakash Javadekar through video conferencing launched the ‘Institution’s
Innovation Council’ (IIC) program under Innovation cell of MHRD in New Delhi on November 21. Ministry
of Human Resource Development has established an “Innovation cell” at AICTE with a purpose to
systematically foster the culture of Innovation in all Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) across the country.
Speaking on the occasion the Minister said that it is a significant step in institutionalizing innovation and
developing a scientific temperament in the country. He informed that the purpose of formation of network
of Institution’s Innovation Councils (IICs) is to encourage, inspire and nurture young students by exposing
them to new ideas and processes resulting in innovative activities in their formative years. He also informed
that more than 1000 Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) have already formed IICs in their campuses and
enrolled for the IIC network managed by MHRD’s Innovation cell to promote innovation through
multitudinous modes leading to an innovation promotion eco-system in their campuses. „

• The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the Allied and Healthcare
Professions Bill, 2018 for regulation and standardization of education and services by allied and healthcare
professionals. The Bill provides for setting up of an Allied and Healthcare Council of India and corresponding
State Allied and Healthcare Councils which will play the role of a standard-setter and facilitator for
professions of Allied and Healthcare. „

• The Executive Committee (EC) of the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) has approved ten
projects worth Rs 1573.28 crore. In a meeting, held on November 20, in the presence of Union

Minister for Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Road Transport and Highways
and Shipping Shri Nitin Gadkari and UP Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, , it was decided that a comprehensive
solution needed to be worked out to address Yamuna’s pollution issues in Agra. The project for Rehabilitation/
Renovation of Agra Sewerage Scheme (Interception & Diversion Works) has been conceived at a total
cost of Rs. 857.26 crore including O&M cost for 15 years.

• Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu laid the foundation stone for the construction of Kartarpur Corridor at
Mann village in Gurdaspur district of Punjab. The corridor will connect Dera Baba Nanak in Gurdaspur
district to the Gurdwara Darbar Sahib situated at Kartarpur in Narowal district of Pakistan. Speaking on
the occasion, the Vice President said people have been dreaming of this project for a long time. The
corridor will provide smooth and easy passage to Sikh pilgrims to visit Gurdwara Darbar Sahib in Pakistan
throughout the year.

• 8 States have achieved 100% saturation in household electrification under Saubhagya namely Madhya
Pradesh, Tripura, Bihar, J&K, Mizoram, Sikkim, Telangana and West Bengal. Thus total 15 States in the
country now have 100% household electrification, said Shri R.K. Singh, Union Minister of State (IC) for
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Power and Renewable Energy. Shri Singh was speaking to media after the ‘Review, Planning and Monitoring
(RPM)’ Meeting with States and State Power Utilities’ in New Delhi. Saubhagya – ‘Pradhan Mantri Sahaj
Bijli Har Ghar Yojana’ was launched in September 2017 with the objective to provide access to electricity
to all the remaining households in the country. The Minister informed that as many as 2.1 crore connections
have been released under Saubhagya so far.

• Union Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister Shri Radha Mohan Singh has said that with the efforts of
the government unprecedented progress has been made in the agriculture sector. Speaking on the occasion
of the inaugural session of 2-day Global Agriculture & Food Summit-2018 at Ranchi, he said that food
grain production in 2017-18 (4th Advance Estimate) stood at 284.83 million tonne as compared to 255.59
million tonne average production in 2010-14. The production of pulses also rose by 40% from 18.01
million tonne in 2010-14 to 25.23 million tonne (4th Advance Estimate) in 2017-18. Production of horticulture
crops recorded 15.79% growth, fisheries production under Blue Revolution 26.86% and animal husbandry
and milk production 23.80%.

• Defence Minister Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman has formally launched ‘Mission Raksha Gyan Shakti’, in New
Delhi on 27 November, 2018. The event showcased salient inventions and innovations achieved by Defence
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO), Defence Public Sector Undertakings (DPSUs) and
Ordnance Factories (OFs) which have resulted in successful filling of Intellectual Property Right (IPR)
applications. Smt. Sitharaman also felicitated some of the scientists, who invented and innovated useful
products for the nation. A panel discussion was held with participation of Chairman and Managing Directors
of all DPSUs to formulate a strategy for the future in this regard.

• A three-day South Asia Regional Youth Peace Conference was organized at Gandhi Darhsan, New Delhi
from 28th – 30th November 2018. The Conference was organized by Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti,
UNESCO MGIEP and STEP (Standing Together to Enable Peace) and was inaugurated by Mr. Shri
Krishna G. Kulkarni, great grandson of Mahatma Gandhi. About 100 youth leaders from South Asian
countries and different parts of India came together to discuss different dimensions of ‘peace’. Speaking at
the event, Shri Krishna G. Kulkarni underscored on how the Mahatma was a man of action. He called
upon the youth leaders to take to nonviolent action to promote peace and sustainable development in
South Asia.

• Shri Arvind Saxena has been sworn in as the Chairman, Union Public Service Commission. The Oath of
Office and Secrecy was administered by Prof. (Dr.) Pradeep Kumar Joshi, senior most Member of the
Commission, at a ceremony in New Delhi. Shri Saxena joined the Commission as Member on 08.05.2015
and was later on appointed to perform the duties of the post of Chairman, UPSC on 20.06.2018.

• The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the Agriculture Export
Policy, 2018. The Cabinet has also approved the proposal for establishment of Monitoring Framework at
Centre with Commerce as the nodal Department with representation from various line Ministries/Departments
and Agencies and representatives of concerned State Governments, to oversee the implementation of
Agriculture Export Policy. The Government has come out with a policy to double farmers’ income by
2022. Exports of agricultural products would play a pivotal role in achieving this goal. In order to provide
an impetus to agricultural exports, the Government has come out with a comprehensive ‘Agriculture Export
Policy’ aimed at doubling the agricultural exports and integrating Indian farmers and agricultural products
with the global value chains.
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• Indian Space Research Organization’s (ISRO) heaviest and most-advanced high throughput communication
satellite GSAT-11 was successfully launched from the Spaceport in French Guiana during the early hours
on December 5. The 5,854-kg GSTA-II will provide high data rate connectivity to users of Indian mainland
and islands through 32 user beams in Ku-band and 8 hub beams in Ka-band. ‘GSAT-11 will boost the
broadband connectivity to rural and inaccessible Gram Panchayats in the country coming under the Bharat
Net Project, which is part of Digital India Programme’, ISRO Chairman Dr. K. Sivan said. The Bharat Net
Project aims to enhance the public welfare schemes like e-banking, e-health, e-governance among others.

• On the occasion of International Day of Persons with Disabilities on December 3, the Vice President of
India Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu conferred the National Awards on Individuals, Institutions, Organizations,
State/District etc. for their outstanding achievements and work done towards empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities (PwDs) at a function in Vigyan Bhawan, new Delhi. A total of 56 individuals and 16
institutions were awarded on the occasion.

• Union Home Minister Shri Rajnath Singh inaugurated the hugely popular Hornbill Festival 2018 in Kohima
on December 1, coinciding with the Formation Day of Nagaland. Addressing the gathering, the Union
Home Minister said that the annual Hornbill Festival is a spectacular event showcasing the rich ancient
culture and civilization of the people of Nagaland. It powerfully demonstrates the cultural diversity and
civilizational unity of the people.

• National Commission for Women (NCSW) will support Northeast livelihood programmes for women,
particularly for those in younger age group, through Skill development and specialized training, which can
enable them to earn their living and also empower them as individuals. This was discussed at a meeting
between Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER),
MoS PMO, Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions, Atomic Energy and Space, Dr. Jitendra Singh and
the newly appointed member of the three-member National Commission for women, Smt. Soso Shaiza,
who called on the Minister in New Delhi on December 3.

• December 7th was observed as Armed Forces Flag Day throughout the country. Since 1949, the day is
observed to honour the martyrs as well as men and women in uniform, who valiantly fight on our borders
to safeguard the country’s honour. It is an important occasion to remind the nation of its obligation to look
after veterans, disabled soldiers, war widows and dependents of those who have sacrificed their lives for
the safety, honour and integrity of the motherland.

• Navy Day was celebrated across the country on December 4 to invoke the memory of the launch of
Operation Trident during the Indo-Pak war on 1971, and as a mark of reverence to those who were
martyred in the war. The Navy also organized a Beating Retreat and Tattoo Ceremony at Gateway of
India, Mumbai on the eve of the Navy Day.

• Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated the fourth partners’ Forum at New Delhi The Government
of India, in association with the Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and Child Health (PMNCH), hosted
the two-day international conference on 12th and 13th December 2018, It brought together about 1500
participants from across 85 countries to improve the health and well-being of women, children and
adolescents. Prime Minister hailed Ayushman Bharat scheme for providing benefit to over five lakh
beneficiaries within 80 days of launch of the scheme. He also said that Government will increase health
spending upto 2.5% of GDP by 2025.
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• The Union Cabinet in its meeting on 6th December, 2018 approved the following proposal for streamlining
the National Pension System (NPS): (a) Enhancement of the mandatory contribution by the Central
Government for its employees covered under NPS Tier-1 from the existing 10% to 14%; (b) Providing
freedom of choice for selection of Pension Funds and pattern of investment to central government employees;
(c) Payment of compensation for non-deposit or delayed deposit of NPS contributions during 2004-
2012; (d) Tax exemption limit for lump sum withdrawal on exist has been enhanced to 60%. With this, the
entire withdrawal will now be exempt from income tax. (At present, 40% of the total accumulated corpus
utilized for purchase of annuity is already tax exempted. Out of 60% of the accumulated corpus withdrawn
by the NPS subscriber at the time of retirement, 40% is tax exempt and balance 20% is taxable).

• Agni V, a long-range surface-to-surface Nuclear Capable Ballistic missile, was successfully launched from
a canister on a road mobile launcher at the Dr. Abdul Kalam Island off the coast of Odisha. The launch
operations were carried out and monitored by the Strategic Forces Command in presence of Scientists
from defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) and other associated officials. All the
mission objectives were successfully achieved. This launch comes after a series of successful launches of
the missile. It further strengthens the country’s deterrence capability, which has been developed indigenously
by assiduous efforts of scientists.

• The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, handed over the tricolor flag to Arunima Sinha, marking the
beginning of her expedition to Mount Vinson, Antarctica. Ms. Arunima Sinha, the first female Divyang to
climb Mount Everest, called on the Prime Minister at New Delhi, and apprised him of her upcoming
mountaineering expedition to Antarctica. Shri Modi lauded her impressive achievements and extended his
bestwishes for her latest venture. Arunima Sinha had earlier conquered the highest peaks in five continents,
becoming the first female Divyang to achieve the feat.

• The Indian navy inducted the ‘Deep Submergence Rescue Vehicle’ into service at the Western Naval
Command in Mumbai. Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Sunil Lanba inducted the vehicle into the Navy.
The Navy successfully concluded maiden trials of the Deep Submergence Rescue Vehicle on October 15.
The DSRV has the capability to rescue personnel from a distressed submarine upto a depth of 650 metre
and it is the latest in terms of technology and capabilities.

  P.T.O
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• India has said that a non-representation UN Security Council is simply not equipped to handle the current
challenges of the world. Addressing a special meeting of the UN Security Council, New Delhi said, the
reasons for the lack of success of international structures designed seven decades ago in dealing with the
complex challenges of today are self evident. India’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations
Syed Akbaruddin reiterated the need to reform and expand the 15-member UNSC. Various other countries
also echoed for the reforms of the Security Council.

• Pakistan has said that alleged Indian spy Kulbhushan Jadhav was not under any threat of immediate execution
and his meeting with his wife and mother had been arranged purely on humanitarian grounds. Pakistan
foreign office spokespersons Mohammad Faisal said Jadhav’s mercy petitions are still pending. Islamabad
also said it was awaiting New Delhi’s’ decision on Pakistan permitting media interaction with the wife and
mother of Jadhav. The Pakistan High Commission in New Delhi has issued visas to the mother and wife of
the Indian who has been sentenced to death on charges of espionage and terrorism.

• Indian prisoner Kulbushan Jadhav met his wife and mother at the Pakistan Foreign Office in Islamabad. It
was Jadhav’s first meeting with his family members since his arrest in March 2016 on alleged charges of
espionage. Pakistan Foreign Office released pictures of Jadhav talking to his wife and mother from behind
a glass screen. The communication between them was through an intercom device.

• India has slammed Palestine after its ambassador to Pakistan shared stage with Mumbai terror attacks
mastermind Hafiz Saeed in Rawalpindi, Pakistan. External Affairs Ministry spokesperson Raveesh Kumar
said in New Delhi that India will strongly take up matter strongly with the Palestinian ambassador in New
Delhi and with the Palestinian authorities.

• Israeli tanks and aircraft struck the Gaza Strip after three rockets were fired from the Palestinian enclave
towards Israel. As per international media reports, thousands of Palestinians took to the streets of Gaza
and the occupied West Bank to protest US President Donald Trump’s December 6 decision to recognize
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital.

• In Egypt, at least ten people were killed and eight others injured in a terrorist attack on a church near the
capital Cairo. A health ministry spokesman said the attack took place when gunmen on a motorbike
opened fire outside Mar Mina church in Helwan area.

• India and Indonesia have unequivocally condemned terrorism in all its forms, irrespective of its motivation
and origin. After co-chairing the fifth meeting of the Joint Commission with Indonesian Foreign Minister
Retno Marsudi in Jakarta, External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj said, both the nations have expressed
strong opposition to any selective approaches to deal with this global menace.

• The US suspended about $2 billion in security aid to Pakistan for failing to clamp down on the Afghan
Taliban and the Haqqani Network terror groups and dismantle their safe havens, a White House official
said.

• India and Pakistan have exchanged, through diplomatic channels simultaneously at New Delhi and Islamabad,
the list of nuclear installations and facilities under a three-decade old bilateral pact. According to an External
Affairs Ministry release, the two sides exchanged the list under the agreement on the Prohibition of Attack
against Nuclear Installations between India and Pakistan.
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• President Donald Trump has accused Pakistan of lying and deceiving the United States while receiving
billions of dollars in foreign aid. In his first tweet of the year, he also alleged Pakistan harboured terrorists.

• North Korea has agreed to hold dialogue with neighbouring South Korea for the first time in more than two
years. South Korea’s Unification Ministry said in Seoul, the North Korean government has notified that it
will send delegates to the high-level talks. The meeting will be held at the border village of Panmunjom,
inside the demilitarized zone (DMZ).

• With the US mulling reforms to end illegal immigration, President Donald Trump pushed for a merit-based
system to allow only people with great track record to enter the country. He also called for ending the chain
migration, the fastest and easiest way to gain legal entry into America, through sponsorship by a family
member who is already a legal resident or citizen of the US. He has repeatedly called for the merit-based
system to reduce overall immigration to the US. Mr. Trump said this during his meeting with a bipartisan
group of lawmakers at the White House.

• South Korea has proposed a meeting with North Korea next week to discuss details of its participation in
next month’s PyeongChang Winter Olympics in the south. The South’s Unification Ministry said in Seoul t
hat it suggested holding the meeting at the border village of Panmunjom with a delegation of three South
Korean officials.

• Foreign Affairs Minister of Maldives Dr. Mohamed Asim met External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj in
New Delhi. The two leaders discussed issues of mutual interest during the meeting. Dr. Asim, who is also
the Special Envoy of the Maldivian President, was in New Delhi on a three-day visit to India.

• Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu wrapped his six-day visit to India and left Mumbai on 19th

January. During his address in Mumbai, the visiting PM said India and Israel are the oldest cultures on earth
and both are democracies. Both the countries share love for freedom and are a match made in Heaven, he
added. Mr. Netanyahu attended the much-anticipated ‘Shalom Bollywood’ event that attracted a galaxy of
leading actors, directors and producers.

• India has once again reiterated that there is no change in situation at the face-off site in Doklam after
disengagement of troops by India and China. External Affairs Ministry spokesperson Raveesh Kumar
today said, any suggestion to the contrary is incorrect and mischievous. In response to media queries about
the situation in Doklam, Mr. Kumar said, government had stated that there was no basis for such imputations.
He said, it may be recalled that last year, a face-off situation that had arisen in the Doklam region, was
resolved following diplomatic discussions between the two countries. Both the sides had arrived at an
understanding for the disengagement of their border personnel at the site.

• India has urged the UN Security Council to focus on eliminating terrorist safe havens in Pakistan andaccused
Islamabad of differentiating between good and bad terrorists. Indian Ambassador to the UN, Syed
Akbaruddin said support for voices of peace in Afghanistan alone is not enough; the United Nations must
focus on addressing the challenges posed by cross border terrorism emanating from save havens and
sanctuaries to our region and especially to Afghanistan. Mr. Akbaruddin was addressing the UN Security
Council during a special ministerial meeting on Afghanistan.

• The United States has asked Pakistan to prosecute Hafiz Saeed to the fullest extent of the law. Endorsing
the Indian view on the Jamaat-ud Dawa (JuD) chief, US State Department spokeswoman Heather Nauert
told a news conference that Saeed was the mastermind of the 2008 Mumbai attacks, which killed many
people, including Americans as well. He said America regards him as a terrorist, part of a foreign terrorist
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organization. The spokesperson said the US has made its points and concerns to the Pakistani government
very clear.

• The ASEAN nations have agreed to further strengthen and deepen the ASEAN-India Strategic partnership
for mutual benefit, across the whole spectrum of political-security, economic and socio-cultural and
development cooperation. The Delhi declaration of the ASEAN-India Commemorative Summit to mark
the 25th Anniversary of ASEAN-India Dialogue Relations was issued on January 25. In the summit, the
ASEAN nations decided to continue to exert efforts and cooperate towards the full, effective and timely
implementation of the Plan of Action to implement the ASEAN-India Partnership for Peace, Progress and
Shared Prosperity. They decided to strengthen maritime cooperation to address common challenges on
maritime issues.

• The leaders of ten ASEAN countries have lauded India’s role in Indo-Pacific region and acknowledge its
growth story. Briefing reporters in New Delhi about the commemorative summit of India-ASEAN, which
was held on January 25, Secretary East in the External Affairs Ministry, Preeti Saran said, the group of ten
countries acknowledge that India has a significant role in peace, stability and prosperity of Indo-Pacific
region.

• In Afghanistan, a Taliban assault on the Kabul’s Intercontinental Hotel killed 18 people, including 14
foreigners. Interior Ministry spokesman Najib Danish said, the 18 killed included 14 foreigners and a
telecommunications official from the western Farah province who was attending a conference.

• Continuing its stride against terrorism, the Trump administration has designated six individuals as global
terrorists who are accused of supporting the Taliban and Haqqani network in Afghanistan and having their
links to Pakistan. The black listed individuals include senior members of the former Taliban government in
Afghanistan, and former central bank governor Abdul Samad Sani.

• China has decided to set up three international courts to deal with disputes related to its multi-billion dollar
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), under which it is making massive investments. The state-run Xinhua news
agency reported the Chinese Supreme People’s Court will set up international courts in Beijing, Xi’an, the
capital of Shaanxi Province and Shenzhen. The Xi’an court in North-west China will handle cases related
to the Silk Road and the Shenzhen court in South China with those related to Maritime Silk Road disputes.

• The Palestinian Presidency has described Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s upcoming visit to the city of
Ramallah, the first of an Indian premier to Palestine, as historic and important. According to the official
Palestinian news agency WAFA, the Presidency said, Mr. Modi and President Mahmoud Abbas will hold
talks on the latest developments in the political process in the region as also other international issues of
common concern.]

• India has contributed an additional $1 million to the India-UN Development Partnership Fund earmarked
for South-South cooperation. The contribution aims to intensify its partnerships with other developing
countries, the UN Office of South-South Cooperation (UNOSSC) said. India has pledged a multi-year
contribution of $100 million to the fund established in June 2017, according to the UNOSSC, and has
already provided $6 million within the seven months since its launch.

• In Syria, at least 23 civilians are reported to have been killed in a new wave of Syrian government air
strikes on a besieged rebel enclave near Damascus. Rescuers and a monitoring group said warplanes
bombed several towns in the Eastern Ghouta, causing buildings to collapse on residents. Many people
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living in nearby government-controlled districts of Damascus have also been killed by shells fired by rebels
based in the Eastern Ghouta.

• The President of the Maldives said, he ordered a state of emergency to investigate the plot involving a
Supreme Court ruling last week that ordered the release of imprisoned opposition leaders, including many
of his political rivals. President Abdullah Yameen in a televised address said this is not a state of war,
epidemic or natural disaster, this is something more dangerous. The island country lies south-west of India
and Sri Lanka.

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi was on significant and historic visits to Palestine, the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), and Oman from February 9 to 12. The transit, via Jordan to Palestine, afforded an opportunity for
discussions with King Abdullah on counter radicalization and regional developments. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi held a bilateral meeting with King Abdullah II of Jordan in Jordanian capital Amman. The talks were
aimed to give strength to India-Jordan bilateral relations.

• Narendra Modi became the first Indian Prime Minister to set foot in Ramallah where he expressed support
for a sovereign Palestine at peace with its neighbourhood while his host President Mahmoud Abbas said
India has a role in ensuring a two-state solution. During the historic visit, the focus of the diplomatic exchange
was Indian assistance in medical care, IT training and governance. Three agreements in the education
sector worth $5 million, one MoU for procurement of equipment and machinery for the National Printing
Press and one for construction of a centre for empowering women were signed. Mr. Modi was conferred
the ‘Grand Collar of the State of Palestine’ by President Mahmoud Abbas, recognizing his key contribution
to promote relations between India and Palestine.

• The Prime Minister’s second visit to UAE was on invitation of President Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al
Nahyan. During the visit, Mr. Modi witnessed laying of foundation stone for the BAPS Swaminarayan
temple in Abu Dhabi. One of the significant aspects of this visit was agreements in terms building oil
reserves and meeting India’s energy needs. Two highlights of PM’s visit were the signing of the concession
agreement between an Indian Consortium and Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC) for award of
10 percent stake in Lower Zakum Offshore oil field, and an agreement between Indian Strategic Petroleum
Reserves Ltd. (ISPRL) and ADNOC to operationalize the filling up of a strategic petroleum reserve cavern
in Mangalore. In the final leg of his tour, Modi visited Oman on the invitation of Sultan Qaboos bin Said.
During the bilateral talks, both the countries agreed to counter sponsors and supporters of terrorism.

• Cyril Ramaphosa, head of the ruling African National Congress, ANC, has been sworn in as South Africa’s
new President. He was elected as the new President of South Africa by the ruling party politicians after the
resignation of Jacob Zuma. Zuma announced the decision in a televised address to the nation after the
ruling African National Congress party threatened to eject him from office via a parliamentary vote of no
confidence. The 75-year-old Zuma, who was the country’s President for the last 9 years, has been under
increasing pressure to give way to Deputy President Cyril Ramaphosa, ANC’s new leader. Mr. Zuma’s
resignation followed weeks of intense public pressure to step down amid long-standing corruption allegations.

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi held delegation level talks with his Canadian counterpart Justin Trudeau in
New Delhi. The two leaders discussed a wide range of issues, exploring ways to boost ties in several key
areas, including trade and energy. India and Canada signed six agreements in different fields including
sports, education, science and technology. The agreements were signed after delegation-level talks between
Prime Minster Narendra Modi and visiting Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau in New Delhi.



DIRECTION
INSTITUTE FOR IAS EXAMINATION

Current Affairs 47

• India has been chosen to host this year’s edition of World Environment Day, which will focus on the battle
against plastic pollution. World Environment Day falls on 5 June every year and aims to raise public awareness
and protection for the environment. The United Nations estimates that every year around 500 billion plastic
bags are used across the world every year, while half of all plastics we use are either single-use or disposable.

• The European Court of Justice found Poland guilty of violating air quality norms and warned of financial
penalties if Poland did not comply swiftly. The case was brought against Poland in December 2015 by the
European Commission, which found that the daily limit for harmful air pollutants had been regularly breached
in most parts of the country between 2007 and 2015. The European Commission has also warned of legal
action against nine other EU members, including Germany, if they did not come up with concrete plans to
rein in air pollution.

• In Maldives, Prosecutor General has reportedly termed the extension of emergency as unconstitutional,
even as country’s Supreme Court ruled to temporarily maintain the State of Emergency. Opposition MP
Ahmed Mahloof said the Prosecutor General has said that she believed the vote was unconstitutional and
as a result, the state of emergency is also unconstitutional. In another development, Supreme Court ruled to
continue with Emergency unit it conclusively decides on the constitutional question referred to it by parliament
regarding the basic voting requirements.

• February 21 was celebrated as International Mother Language Day. The practice started from 2000 and
the theme for 2018 was linguistic diversity and multi-lingualism count for sustainable development. To mark
day, people on social media urged others to respect their own and other mother languages.

• India and Jordan have inked 12 agreements in areas including Defence, Health and Cultural Exchanges
Programme. The other MoUs include cooperation between Prasar Bharti and Jordan TV Cooperation
and Indian Institute of Mass Communication and Jordan Media Institute (JMI). The MoU between Prasar
Bharti and Jordan TV provides for cooperation in the fields of exchange and co-production of programs,
training of personnel and further coordination. The packs were inked after delegation-level talks between
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and King of Jordan Abdullah Il Bin Al Hussein in New Delhi. The two
leaders discussed the entire gamut of bilateral relations.

• India will continue its commitment to enhance economic and development partnership with Afghanistan.
The External Affairs Ministry said that Foreign Secretary Vijay Gokhale during his meetings with the Afghan
leadership and Statement at the Kabul Process, conveyed Indian support for the efforts of the people and
Afghanistan government to build a peaceful, stable, secure and prosperous nation free from the shadow of
terrorism.

• Afghan President Ashraf Ghani has offered peace talks without preconditions to the Taliban after 16 years
of war. Speaking at a peace conference in Kabul, his proposed measures including a ceasefire and prisoner
swaps. Previous peace talks offers have not stopped attacks by the Taliban who have yet to respond to the
offer. Mr. Ghani offered to recognize the Taliban as a legitimate political group and held out the possibility
that Taliban could be removed from the international blacklists.

• In Mali, four UN peacekeepers have been killed and four more were injured after their vehicle hit an
explosive device in the country’s central Mopti region. The UN’s mission in Mali said the vehicle transporting
the blue helmets struck an improvised explosive device. The incident happened a day after six Malian
soldiers were killed in another blast.
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• U.S. President Donald Trump’s top economic adviser Gary Cohn has resigned. Cohn, who is a former
Goldman Sachs executive, quit as the National Economic Council director, after reported differences on
Mr. Trump’s decision to impose a 25 percent tariff on import of steel and 10 percent on Aluminium. The
decision was also said to be opposed by Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin. The White House, however,
did not give any reason for his resignation.

• In Sri Lanka, at least one person was killed and three injured during an explosion in violence-hit Kandy
district as several shops and establishments belonging to minority Muslim community were burnt. The
emergency has been clamped in the country but it has not helped much to calm the situation. The government
decided to shut down social messaging networks including Facebook to control violence.

• Japan’s Prime Minister, Shinzo Abe has said North Korea’s offer of denuclearization talks with the United
States could be a ploy to play to buy time and stressed the need for Pyongyang to take concrete steps. In
his comments after a diplomatic breakthrough between North and South Korea, he said in Tokyo that talks
for the sake of talks are meaningless and the international community should never loosen sanctions just
because North Korea is open to talks. He said North Korea has to show concrete actions toward
denuclearization by committing to abandoning its nuclear programme via complete, verifiable and irreversible
means.

• India and France inked key pacts in the strategic areas of security, nuclear energy as well as protection of
classified information after extensive talks between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and French President
Emmanuel Macron. Agreements in the field of education, environment, urban development and railways
were also signed in the presence of the two leaders. Addressing a joint media event with Macron, Modi
said the two countries have robust cooperation in the fields of defence and security.

• India and Madagascar have signed an umbrella agreement in the field of defence to explore various ways
of cooperation. An amended air service agreement was also signed to support efforts towards improving
connectivity between the two countries. Both the countries will have co-sharing agreement with Air Seychelles
through Air India and Air Madagascar. This was announced by President Ram Nath Kovind after delegation
level talks with his Madagascar counterpart in Antananarivo.

• Renowned British scientist Stephen Hawking passed away at his home in Cambridge at an age of 76. The
theoretical physicist is known for his groundbreaking work with black holes and relativity. He contracted
motor neuron disease in 1963 and was given two years to live but he went on to study at Cambridge and
became one of the most brilliant theoretical physicists since Albert Einstein.

• In the Maldives, four more opposition MPs were arrested as part of the police crackdown on demonstrations
and protests against the government. Last month, at least six MPs were taken into custody after President
Abdullah Yameen imposed emergency in the country. Police accused the opposition of disrupting public
order and inciting violence with the sole purpose of overthrowing the lawfully elected government.

• British Prime Minister Theresa May has expelled 23 diplomats and suspended high-level contacts with
Russia saying her government found Moscow culpable of a nerve agent attack on a former Russian spy on
the 4th of March. Following the alleged poisoning of former spy Sergei Skripal and his daughter Yulia, May
told Parliament that there can be no alternative conclusion other than Russian state being responsible for
their attempted murder.

• Nepal’s first woman President Bidya Devi Bhandari was re-elected for a second term in office with an
overwhelming majority. Incumbent President Bhandari, the Left alliance’s candidate, was elected with
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more than a two-thirds majority as she defeated her Nepali Congress (NC) rival Kumari Laxmi Rai in the
presidential election. Meanwhile, the country’s powerful judicial council has removed the country’s Chief
Justice Gopal Parajuli for holding office despite crossing the retirement age. The judicial council said Mr.
Parajuli’s date of birth mentioned in his identity papers and academic certificates did not match. The
retirement cut-off for state officials in Nepal is 65. The council said he should have retired seven months
ago.

• Maldives Government has lifted state of emergency in the country, which was in operation for nearly 45
days since 5th February. Azima Shakoor, legal affairs minister at the President’s Office and Attorney General
Mohamed Anil announced that the emergency has been lifted, effective from 12.00 noon today. They
revealed that the decision to lift the long-standing state of emergency comes after security forces assured
the president that they could maintain ‘stability’ in the nation without its authority. The state of emergency,
initially declared for 15 days on the night of February 5th, was extended by 30 days.

• In Thailand, at least 17 people were killed and dozens injured in a bus accident. Authorities said, a bus
carrying around 50 people went off the road and smashed into a tree in Nakhon Ratchasima province. An
official said, among the injured, some 10 people are in critical condition and receiving care at a nearby
hospital. The head of the Nakhon Ratchasima disaster prevention and mitigation department said, the bus
driver lost control while the vehicle was going downhill before it went off the road and smashed into a large
tree.

• Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg admitted mistakes and outlined steps to protect user data in light of a
privacy scandal involving data-mining firm, Cambridge Analytica. Zuckerberg said that Facebook has a
responsibility to protect its users’ data and if it fails, the company does not deserve to serve the people.
Zuckerberg and Facebook’s number 2 executive, Sheryl Sandberg, have been quiet since news broke on
Friday that Cambridge Analytica may have used data improperly obtained from roughly 50 million Facebook
users to try to sway US presidential elections. Zuckerberg said Facebook has already taken the most
important steps to prevent such a situation from happening again. In a Facebook post, Zuckerberg
acknowledges that there is more the company needs to do.

• World Water Day was observed on March 22. The day is observed every year, to raise awareness about
the importance of water. The theme this year was, ‘Nature for Water’ – exploring nature-based solutions
to the water challenges the world faces in the 21st century. On this day, Prime Minister Narendra Modi in
his tweet message has said, it is an occasion to highlight the importance of Jal Shakti and reaffirm the
commitment towards water conservation. He said when water is conserved, cities, villages and hardworking
farmers benefit tremendously.

• External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj has said that India’s relations with Japan have strengthened under
the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe. Ms Swaraj
said this in Tokyo while addressing the Indian Diaspora at the Vivekanand Cultural Centre. She lauded the
contribution of the Diaspora in strengthening India’s relations with Japan and create a positive image about
Indian in Japan. Ms. Swaraj said India-Japan relations are free from any complexities.

• North and South Korea have agreed to hold a summit of their leaders on 27th of next month. The agreement
came at a ministerial-level inter-Korean meeting held in Panmunjom, North Korea. According to a joint
news statement issued after the meeting, officials agreed that South Korean President Moon Jae-in and
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un will meet a South Korean facility in Panmunjom. The officials also
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agreed to hold working-level talks next Wednesday in Panmunjom to discuss matters such as protocol and
security for the summit.

• US President Donald Trump announced another change to his cabinet by sacking embattled Veterans
Affairs Secretary David Shulkin and nominating White House doctor Ronny Jackson as his successor.
Officials said Mr. Shulkin had become a distraction due to speculation about his future. Trump said that
Pentagon official Robert Wilkie would serve as interim department chief until Jackson receives Congressional
approval.

• India, Japan and the United States held the 9th round of trilateral consultations on regional and global issues
at the level of Joint Secretary, Director General and Assistant Secretary in New Delhi on April 4. The
meeting follows directives provided by the Foreign Ministers of the three countries who met in New York
in September last year on the sidelines of the United nations General Assembly. Connectivity, counter-
terrorism and freedom of navigation were among the various issues discussed during the meeting.

• Sri Lankan Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe comfortably won the no-confidence motion against him
in voting held in Parliament. In the 225-member Parliament, 122 members voted against the motion, while
76 voted in favour. All the members of the united national Party (UNP) led by the Prime Minister voted
against the motion except one who abstained. However, many members of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party
(SLFP) led by President Maithripala Sirisena abstained from voting while others voted in favour of the
motion.

• Dubai’s head of general security has said Pakistanis are a dangerous threat to Gulf societies for bringing
drugs there while lauding Indians as disciplined. Lt. Gen Dhahi Khaifan said this in a tweet on the back of
arrest of Pakistani nationals by Dubai officials for alleged drug smuggling. Khaifan said Pakistanis must be
placed under an increased level of inspection, similar to what Bangladeshis face because of, what he
termed, criminal tendencies.

• Russia, Turkey and Iran have vowed to secure the territorial integrity of Syria during a trilateral summit in
Ankara. According to a joint statement released after the summit, the nations have called for a lasting
ceasefire between the conflicting parties, in talks on the Syrian crisis. The three countries also stressed their
joint determination to speed up efforts to ensure calm on the ground and protect civilians in Syria after talks
on the future of the country.

• India has inked a pact with Morocco under which focus would be laid on evaluation of potential mineral
resources and promoting exploration and mining through participation of both public and private sector.
The Memorandum of Understanding, MoU was signed in New Delhi after the bilateral discussions between
Mines Minister Narendra Singh Tomar and his counterpart Aziz Rabbah of Morocco.

• U.S. President Donald Trump has tweeted that Russia should get ready for missiles to be fired at its ally
Syria, in response to an alleged chemical attack near Damascus on Saturday. His tweets came in response
to a warning from Russian ambassador to Beirut that Russian forces would show down any missiles fired
at Syria. According to a monitor group, Syrian forces evacuated key defence buildings in Damascus in
view of U.S. threat. President Bashar al-Assad’s government has denied mounting a chemical attack on
the rebel-held town of Douma.

• Russian President Vladimir Putin has urged Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu not to take any
action that could further destabilize the situation in Syria, following Israeli strikes against a regime military
base. The Kremlin said in a statement that, in a telephone call, Putin requested Netanyahu to abstain from
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any action that could further destabilize the situation in the country, which would represent a threat to its
security.

• In an effort to narrow the gender gap in the United Arab Emirates, the Cabinet has approved the issuance
of the Law on Equal Wages and Salaries for Men and Women. The State News Agency WAM reported
that the new law will provide women with equal opportunities as partners in the UAE’s development. It will
further empower women to lead future national strategies and ambitious projects. UAE Cabinet’s approval
of the Law on Equal Wages and Salaries is in line with the government’s objective to ensure the protection
of women’s rights and support their role in the national development process.

• India and the UK have signed 10 agreements in several sectors including cyber-relationship, rejuvenation
of Ganga and skill development. The two countries have agreed to an overarching cyber-relationship
framework that among others enables the development of a common and shared understanding of the
international cyber activity. Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi also participated in the Commonwealth
Heads of Government Meeting in London during 19-20 April 2018.

• Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi interacted with participants across the globe in Bharat Ki Baat Sabke
Saath programme on April 18, 2018 held at London, U.K. He also took questions from the participants.
He reiterated that need of the hour was to make development a mass movement. The Prime Minister said
that India will not accept terrorism and will give a befitting reply to those who export terror.

• India and Sweden have agreed to strengthen their defence and security cooperation. Both the countries
also linked an agreement on an innovation partnership between New Delhi and Stockholm. Earlier, PRIME
Minister Shri Narendra Modi held bilateral talks with his Swedish counterpart Stefan Lovfen on April 17,
2018.

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi met with leaders of the five Nordic countries at the First India-Nordic
Summit in Stockholm and discussed ways to enhance ties with them. The Nordic countries comprise
Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden.

• U.S. President Donald Trump has said that a campaign of maximum pressure on North Korea will continue
until Pyongyang denuclearizes. Speaking at a joint press conference with Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe at his Mar-a-Lago resort in Florida, Trump said that they have to end nuclear weapons, ideally in all
parts of the world.

• India has won six elections to United Nations Economic and Social Council (Ecosoc) bodies, five of them
unanimously. In the polls held on April 16, India won places on the executive boards of four UN bodies,
three commissions and a committee. India faced an election within the Asia Pacific group only for the Non-
Governmental Organizations (NGOs) Committee and it polled the highest number of votes, receiving 46
votes, followed by Pakistan with 43 while China received 39.

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi held an informal meet with Chinese President Xi Jinping at Wuhan’s Hubei
Provincial Museum on April 27, 2018. Both leaders engaged in talks on a wide range of issues. The
informal setting of the meeting was reflected in the walk along the banks of East Lake in Wuhan. The
leaders also took a ride on a boat together to cement the India-China ties.

• International donors pledged 4.4 billion dollars in aid for 2018 for civilians caught up in the Syrian civil war.
The sum committed at a two-day conference in Brussels was less than half of the USD 9 billion the United
Nations says is needed this year to help those in need inside Syria and living as refugees in neighbouring
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countries. The head of the UN aid agency UNOCHA called the USD 4.4 billion a good start but Oxfam
slammed the international response as tragically inadequate.

• French President Emanuel Macron has said, Paris will not leave the 2015 Iran nuclear deal and pushed for
a comprehensive agreement with Tehran to address US concerns. In his joint address to the US Congress,
Mr. Macron said, there is an existing framework called the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)
to control the nuclear activity of Iran. He said, both US and France have signed the action plan at the
initiative of Washington.

• The United States has urged Taliban to return to Afghanistan from their foreign safe havens. Acting Secretary
of State John Sullivan said it is time for the Taliban to participate in the country’s electoral process. He said
more violence will not bring peace and security to Afghanistan.

• French President Emmanuel Macron has called for the creation of a new strategic alliance among France,
India and Australia to respond to challenges in the Asia-Pacific region and the growing assertiveness of
China. On the second day of a visit to Australia, Macron said like-minded democracies should forge closer
ties. Macron in a speech at an Australian naval base said if we want to be seen and respected by China as
an equal partner, we must organize ourselves.

• UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres, has urged US President Donald Trump not to walk away from
an international deal designed to prevent Iran acquiring nuclear weapons. Mr. Guterres said there was a
real risk of war if the 2015 agreement was not preserved. He said the deal should not be scrapped unless
there is a good alternative.

• In Nepal, International Buddhist Conference was held in Lumbini, the birthplace of Gautama Buddha. In
his concluding remarks, Prime Minister of Nepal K.P. Sharma Oli said that Lumbini is a fountain of light
that candles Buddha’s quest for enlightenment. He said that deliberations on Gautama Buddha’s immortal
teachings have great relevance in the contemporary world. PM Oli also said that messages of Buddha
always guide in pursuance of peace, tolerance and harmony. Participants from more than 20 countries
including India attended the two-day conference. It was organized as part of Buddha Jayanti celebrations.

• World Press Freedom Day was observed on May 3, 2018. The theme for this year was ‘Keeping Power
in Check: Media, Justice and the Rule of Law’. The UN General Assembly declared May 3 to be World
Press Freedom Day to evaluate press freedom around the world, to defend the media from attacks on their
independence and to pay tribute to journalists who have lost their lives while following their profession.

• Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi jointly inaugurated with the Nepalese counterpart Mr. K.P. Sharma
Oli, direct bus service between Janakpur in Nepal and Ayodhya in India during his two-day visit to the
Himalayan Nation. Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Modi said, India and Nepal will work towards building
‘Ramayan’ circuit between both the countries. He said this will act as a foundation for strong people-to-
people contact between the two nations. Mr. Modi thanked his Nepalese counterpart for accompanying
him during his visit to Janakpur. He also paid a visit to Janaki temple earlier and offered special prayers.

• India and Panama have signed two agreements on exemption of Visas for holders of Diplomatic and
Official Passports and in the field of Agriculture. These agreements were signed in the presence of Vice
President M. Venkaiah Naidu and President of Panama Juan Carlos Varela Rodrigues and Vice President
and Foreign Minister Isabel de Saint Malo de Alvarado in Panama City. In a joint statement, Mr. Naidu
and Panama’s President said that India and Panama always had cordial relations. They said these ties are
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based on our common values and a shared commitment to democracy, pluralism, multi-culturalism, and the
rule of law.

• Dr. Mahathir Mohamad has been sworn in as Prime Minister of Malaysia. Supporters waved flags and
cheered outside the Istana Negara palace in Kuala Lumpur as he took the oath. Mahathir’s coalition,
Pakatan Harapan, won 113 of the total 222 seats, after the final results were announced. His coalition
defeated the governing Barisan Nasional Coalition, led by Prime Minister Najib Razak. The victory capped
a dramatic comeback for Mahathir, who earlier ruled the country for 22 years. He came out of retirement
to take on Prime Minister Razak after the leader became embroiled in a massive corruption scandal.
Ninety two year old, Mahathir becomes the oldest Prime Minister in the world.

• US President Donald Trump will meet North Korea’s leader Kim Jong-un in Singapore on 12th June for
the historic meeting. In a tweet, Trump said, the highly anticipated meeting will discuss the denuclearization
on the Korean peninsula. In a tweet, the US President said, the two leaders will try to make it a very special
moment for World Peace.

• Bangladesh Supreme Court granted bail to former Prime Minister Khaleda Zia in a graft case. The apex
court has upheld the High Court’s order giving her bail. The 72-year-old Bangladesh Nationalist Party
chief was sentenced for five years on the 8th of February over the embezzlement of 21 million taka in
foreign donations meant for the Zia Orphanage Trust.

• North Korea has threatened to cancel the meeting between President Donald Trump and Kim Jong Un in
June if Washington insists on pushing it ‘into a corner’ on nuclear disarmament. In a statement, Korea
Central News Agency (KCNA) said North Korea would never accept economic assistance from the US
in exchange for unilaterally abandoning its nuclear programme.

• India has expressed deep concern over the continuing tension at the border between Gaza strip and Israel,
where more than 50 Palestinian nations lost their lives and thousands were injured. In a press release,
External Affairs Ministry said India is deeply saddened by the loss of lives and urged all sides to avoid
escalation of the situation so as to create a conducive atmosphere to resume the peace process. The
incident occurred at Gaza-Israel border on 14th May during demonstrations against the opening of the US
embassy in Jerusalem.

• India and the Netherlands have agreed that terrorist and extremist organizations need to be denied the
space to radicalize recruit, and conduct attacks on innocent people. The two sides deplored the violence
threatening peace and security in South Asia and Europe. In a joint statement after talks between Prime
Minister Mr. Narendra Modi and Netherlands Prime Minister Mr. Mark Rutte, both leaders reiterated
their strong condemnation of terrorism in all its forms and manifestations. The Netherlands signed the
International Solar Agreement and became the 64th country to do so. India and the Netherlands also
signed several agreements across different sectors including education, water, agrifood, horticulture, IT
and health.

• US President Mr. Donald Trump has cancelled his proposed summit meeting with North Korean leader
Mr. Kim Jong-un on June 12 in Singapore. Mr. Trump blamed Pyongyang’s tremendous anger and open
hostility for his decision. The announcement came hours after North Korea carried out what it said is the
demolition of its nuclear test site.

• US Secretary of State, Mr. Mike Pompeo has said India ought to be one of America’s closest partners.
Speaking to the members of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee in Washington, he said for scores of
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reasons, India needs to be central to what the United States do, particularly for South Central Asia and
Southeast Asia issues. Responding to questions from lawmakers about how to further strengthen the US-
India relationship, Mr. Pompeo said the United Sates ought to do everything it can to make sure that India
becomes one of America’s closest partners.

• Nepal has become the first country in south-east Asia to eliminate trachoma, world’s leading cause of
preventable blindness of infectious origin. The World Health Organisation (WHO) said in a statement that
Nepal’s achievement is commendable and results from a strong political commitment, intense community
engagement and impressive leadership demonstrated by civil society.

• Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has said India remains the fastest growing economy in the world with
lowest fiscal deficit and inflation. Addressing a big gathering of Indians at Marina Bay Sands Convention
Centre in Singapore, the Prime Minister said, Indian currency is stable and foreign direct investments are
growing, Shri Modi elaborated on the growth story of India in the field of infrastructure, development and
financial inclusion and the government’s commitment to raise the dream of New India by 2022. Prime
Minister also launched International Rupay Card, Bhim app and Unified Payment Interface for international
remittance. On the final leg of his three-nation tour to South East Asia, the Prime Minister said, India has
warmest and close relationship with Singapore based on natural partnership and shared vision. Earlier, the
Prime Minister made a brief halt in Malaysia this morning after concluding his Indonesia visit. He met his
newly elected Malaysian counterpart Mahathir Mohammad in Kuala Lumpur. The two leaders discussed
ways to boost economic and cultural relations between the two countries.

• The joint military exercise SURYA KIRAN-13 between India and Nepal began at Pithoragarh in
Uttarakhand. The military exercise is a biannual event, which is conducted alternatively in Nepal and India
every six months. Three hundred soldiers from both the countries are participating in this military exercise.
Women soldiers from Nepal are also taking part in this Joint Military exercise.

• US President Mr. Donald Trump has said that talks with North Korea in New York have been very
positive and he is expecting the delegation from Pyongyang to travel to Washington tomorrow to deliver a
letter to him from leader Kim Jong Un. Mr. Trump’s comments come as the two sides are laying groundwork
for a possible summit between president Donald Trump and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un.

• Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi unveiled India’s vision for the Indo-Pacific region as the keynote
speaker at the prestigious geo-strategic event of the Shangri La dialogue in Singapore. He said Indo-
Pacific region is not a club directed to counter anyone country but it is a positive construct that holds
promise of peace and prosperity for all. The caveats are that relations should be based on mutual respect,
understanding, dialogue and prosperity. Freedom of navigation and an open, global free trade regime were
also dubbed as essential for Asia’s rise to ensure a better future for the entire world.

• External Affairs Minister Mrs. Sushma Swaraj undertook a train journey from Pentrich to Pietermaritzburg
railway station in South Africa to mark the 125th anniversary of the day when Mahatma Gandhi was
evicted from whites-only compartment. On this day in 1893, Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, a young
lawyer, was thrown off the train’s first class compartment to Pietermaritzburg station for refusing to give up
his seat. Paying tributes to the Father of the Nation, Ms. Swaraj said the incident led him to develop his
Satyagraha principle of peaceful resistance and mobilize people in South Africa and India against the
discriminatory rules of the British.
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• US President Mr. Donald Trump has said he is well-prepared for the much-awaited summit with North
Korean leader Kim Jong-un in Singapore on June 12. He has asserted that the meeting will be more than
a photo-op. Mr. Trump told this to reporters in a joint media appearance with visiting Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe in the Oval Office. He said the denuclearization of the Korean peninsula would usher
in a new era of prosperity, security and peace for all Koreans and for people everywhere.

• Islamic State terror outfit has killed the 22 pro-regime fighters including 11 soldiers in surprise attacks in
Syria. As many as twelve IS terrorists were also killed in the desert of the southern province of Sweida, the
Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said. Observatory head Rami Abdel Rahman said 22
pro-regime combatants killed also included nine Iranians and fighters belonging to pro-Iran Shiite militias.

• India has welcomed the agreement reached at historic summit between the US President Donald Trump
and North Korean leader Kim Jong un. Calling it a positive development, the Ministry of External Affairs
said that ‘India welcomes the United States-DPRK Summit held in Singapore. Earlier, US President Donald
Trump and North Korean leader Kim Jong un signed a document pledging to work toward complete
denuclearization of the Korean in return for US providing security guarantees to the DPRK. After two
rounds of talks the two leaders signed a joint statement, which reaffirmed the DPRK’s commitment to the
April 27, 2018 Panmunjom Declaration, for complete denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula. The summit
meeting was the first of its kind between a sitting American President and a leader of North Korea.

• United Nations General Assembly, UNGA has adopted an Arab-backed resolution condemning Israel for
Palestinian deaths in Gaza. The resolution deplored excessive use of force by Israel, and requested
recommendations to protect Palestinians. The resolution was put forward by Algeria and Turkey on behalf
of Arab and Muslim countries. In the 193-nation Assembly, which met last night, 120 countries voted in
favour of the resolution, while 8 voted against it. 45 nations abstained.

• The US government has approved a deal to sell the Indian military six AH-64E Apache attack helicopters
for 930 million dollars, State Department said on June 12. The agreement has been passed to the US
Congress for approval and if no US lawmaker raises an objection, the contract will go ahead. Boeing and
Indian partner Tata have begun to produce Apache fuselages at a plant in India, but the approval concerns
a direct sale of finished products from the US manufacturers. In addition to aircraft, the contract includes
night vision censors, GPS guidance and hundreds of Hellfire anti-armour and Stinger air-to-air missiles

• External Affairs Minister Ms. Sushma Swaraj has said that India and the European Union stand united in
face of global peace and security challenges. Addressing the Indian Diaspora in Brussels, Belgium, Mr.
Swaraj said India and EU are united by their shared values and principles. Recalling the 14th India-EU
Summit held in October last year in Brussels between Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi, European
Council President Mr. Donald Tusk and European Commission President Mr. Jean Claude Juncker, she
said both sides have achieved considerable progress in many areas of their cooperation.

• The US has pulled out of the United Nations Human Rights Council, calling it a ‘cesspool of political bias’.
Ms. Nikki Haley, the US envoy to the UN, said it was a ‘hypocritical’ body that ‘makes a mockery of
human rights’. Formed in 2006, the Geneva-based council has faced criticism in the past for allowing
member countries with questionable human rights records.

• The United Nations’ World Refugee Day was observed on June 20, 2018. This event honours the courage,
strength and determination of women, men and children who are forced to flee their homeland under threat
of persecution, conflict and violence.
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• Iran has walked out of a key meeting with the peers of Organisation Petroleum Exporting Countries,
OPEC, over its growing rift with Saudi Arabia on increasing the cartel’s oil output. The meeting was aimed
at laying the groundwork for today’s crucial meeting of the 14-nation OPEC to discuss easing supply cut
deal with 10 partner countries.

• India and United States have discussed ways to enhance their cooperation including on counter-terrorism
and in multilateral fora. US Permanent Representative to the United Nations, Ms. Nikki Haley called on
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi in New Delhi where both sides expressed confidence that strong
India-US partnership will continue to be an important factor for global peace and prosperity. During the
meeting, the Prime Minister expressed appreciation for US President Mr. Donald Trump’s South Asia and
Indo-Pacific strategies and commended his initiative for denuclearization of Korean Peninsula.

• India and Seychelles have signed six MoUs to further expand bilateral ties between the two sides. These
include areas of naval cooperation, cyber security, culture, development projects among others. The MoUs
were exchanged in the presence of Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi and Seychelles President M.
Danny Faure after the two leaders held bilateral and delegation level talks in Hyderabad House. Addressing
a joint press conference with the visiting dignitary, the Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi said that his talks
with President Mr. Faure were very fruitful and successful.

• The United States has urged its fellow UN Security Council members to punish and impose sanctions on
Iran for its, what it termed, malign behaviour in West Asia. At a meeting on the implementation of the 2015
nuclear deal with Tehran, US Deputy Ambassador to the UN, Jonathan Cohen said if a country continuously
violates the Council’s resolutions, it is imperative to pursue meaningful consequences.

• India has pledged USD 5 million in assistance to the UN agency working for the welfare of Palestinian
refugees to help bolster its ‘severe funding crisis’ following US’ cut in its annual aid to UNRWA. A total of
20 countries, including India, announced contributions to the 2018 budget of the United Nations Relief and
Works Agency (UNRWA) for Palestine Refugees in the Near East during a meeting, as officials called for
stable financing for the agency amid devastating conflicts and violence in the Middle East.

• The United States has asked Pakistan to bring Taliban to the negotiating table with the Afghan government
through sustained and decisive steps. The top diplomat for South Asia, Alice Wells, after meeting Pakistan’s
army chief and holding talks with Afghan leaders in Kabul, returned home. Talking to reporters in Washington,
during her talks with Pakistani officials, she asked Islamabad to expel Taliban leaders and pressed them to
negotiate with Kabul. She said Pakistan needs to take political initiatives to help drive an Afghan peace
process.

• The European Parliament rejected a highly controversial EU copyright law proposal that has pitted Beatles
legend Paul McCartney against internet giants and the creators of Wikipedia. Lawmakers are now expected
to return in September to the plans, which are aimed at ensuring creators of creative content – whether
music, movies or news – are paid fairly in a digital world. The draft law was firmly resisted by major US
tech giants as well as advocates of internet freedom, with some campaigners warning it could even spell the
end of viral ‘memes’ or jokes.

• U.S. President Donald Trump’s administration will implement a new asylum policy at the border that will
result in potentially thousands of asylum seekers being turned away before then can plead their case in
court.
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• The Prime Minister of Nepal K.P. Sharma Oli inaugurated the Library building of Nepal Academy in
Kathmandu. The library has been built with the Indian assistance of NRs (Nepali Rupees) 43.94 million.
Prime Minister Oli expressed gratitude towards Government of India for constructing the library.

• In Thailand, the people and the authority reacted with relief, gratitude and exhilaration after the successful
rescue of the last group of 12 boys and their soccer coach from a flooded cave complex.

• Typhoon Maria, the eighth typhoon this year, made landfall in Lianjiang Country of east Chinas Fujian
Province, bringing gales of up to 42 meters per second at its eye, according to local meteorological authorities.

• Top security officials of India and the United State have resolved to enhance cooperation in areas like
counter-terror, immigration and aviation security. The Homeland Security Dialogue focused on issues relating
to security cooperation, customs and immigration, aviation security, capacity building, an official statement
said. A Home Ministry official said cooperation in matters related to counter terror initiatives and intelligence
sharing were part of the dialogue. Both sides agreed to work out the modalities to address these issues.
The discussions were held in a friendly atmosphere and it was agreed to maintain sustained interactions to
enhance security cooperation between the two countries, the statement said. The Indian delegation was led
by Additional Secretary in the Home Ministry Rajni Sekhri Sibal while the US side was led by James
McCament, Deputy Under Secretary, Department of Homeland Security.

• Sri Lankan government has said that it is in the process of finalizing a joint venture with India for operating
the Matale international airport, located in south of the neighbouring country.

• The Turkish government has ended the nationwide state of emergency which was imposed two years ago,
state media said.

• The 12 boys and their soccer coach rescued from a flooded cave in Thailand recounted details of their
ordeal at a press conference in Chiang Rai on July 18, 2018, following their discharge from the hospital on
the same day.

• Reaffirming commitment of multilateralism, international trade and rules-based world order, heads of state
from Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa gathered for 10th BRICS summit, in Johannesburg.
Issues like international peace and security, global governance and trade wars among others were discussed
at the summit. This year’s theme was ‘BRICS in Africa: collaboration for inclusive growth and shared
prosperity in the 4th Industrial Revolution’. At the summit, Prime Minister Mr. Modi highlighted importance
of working together to reap the benefits of fourth industrial revolution. He said there is a need to change
curriculum of schools and universities to prepare young people for the future.

• India has extended over $400 million lines of credit (LOC) for Rwanda and Uganda during Prime Minister’s
visit to the two countries. India also signed agreements for cooperation in the defence sector with the two
east African nations.

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed Ugandan Parliament, the first-ever by an Indian Prime Minister.
He said Uganda is the pearl of Africa and a land of great wealth of resources and rich heritage. India is
proud to be Africa’s partner. Uganda is central to India’s commitment to the continent, he added.

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Rweru Model Village in Rwanda and gifted 200 cows to villagers,
under the Rwandan Government’s Girinka Programme. Under this scheme, poor families are gifted dairy
cows and the first female calf born of the cow is gifted to the neighbour, thus promoting brotherhood and
solidarity in the community. It is a social protection scheme run by the Rwandan Government. The word
Girinka can be translated as ‘may you have a cow’.
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• In Pakistan, election Commission issues results for 250 out of 270 contested seats of the National Assembly.
Imran Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaaf (PTI) has got 109 seats, Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz - 62
and Pakistan People’s Party - 42. Independent with 12 seats is the next biggest group of winners. Meanwhile,
Imran Khan claimed victory in the elections. In a television address, he said his party was successful and
was given a mandate. On the other hand, Nawaz Sharif’s party PML-N and a host of smaller parties have
rejected the results, all alleging vote-rigging and manipulation.

• United States has designated India as a Strategic Trade Authorization-1 (STA-1) country – a status that
will allow the country to buy highly advanced and sensitive technologies from America. With such coveted
designation, India will now be at par with the United States’ closest allies and partners such as NATO. In
a statement, US Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross said that this new designation reflects India’s membership
in three of the four multilateral export regimes, as well as the development of its national export control
system.

• The US Congress has passed a defence spending bill capping its security-related aid to Pakistan at 150
million dollars, significantly below the level of more than one billion US dollars per year. The Senate passed
the conference report on national Defence Authorization Act-2019 (NDAA-19) by 87 to 10 votes. The
House of Representatives had passed the conference report last week. It now heads to the White House
for President Donald Trump’s assent.

• Zimbabwe President Emmerson Mnangagwa, a former ally of ousted President Robert Mugabe, has won
country’s landmark Presidential election. With all 10 provinces declared, Mnangagwa won 50.8 percent of
votes to 44.3 percent for opposition leader Nelson Chamisa of MDC party. Zimbabwe Electoral Commission
declared ZANU-PF party’s Mnangagwa, a duly declared elected President. Mnangagwa needed over 50
percent of the vote to secure victory without a second-round run-off.

• The World Day against Trafficking in Persons was observed across the world on July 30, 2018. The theme
for this year was ‘Responding to the trafficking of children and young people’. This year’s campaign aimed
to highlight the fact that almost one-third of trafficking victims are children. The theme not only draws
attention to the issues faced by trafficked children but also to the possible action initiatives linked to
safeguarding and ensuring justice for the child victims.

• July 29 was celebrated across the globe as the Global Tiger Day. Every year, the day is celebrated as the
Global Tiger Day to raise awareness about the endangering big cats. It was created when 13 countries
came together in 2009 and pledged to double the world’s Tiger population by 2022 – the next ‘Year of the
Tiger’ on the Asian lunar calendar. As per the assessment of the Status of Tigers, Co-predators and Prey
(2014), the number of tigers in India is estimated at 2,226 as compared to the 2010 estimate of 1,706.

• Pakistan’s Supreme Court has asked former presidents Gen. Pervez Musharraf and Asif Ali Zardari to
submit their property details along with an affidavit to the court. Chief Justice Saqib Nisar, hearing the
National Reconciliation Ordinance (NRO) case, said that accountability should begin with the powerful.
Zardari’s lawyer Farooq Naik told the court that both Zardari and Bilawal Bhutto have recently submitted
their asset details with the Election Commission of Pakistan in their nomination papers. Hearing of the case
was adjourned indefinitely.

• Indian-American high school student Avi Goel has won the world championship at the International
Geography Bee’s junior varsity division, which was held in Berlin last month. 14-year-old Avi is a tenth
grader at Silver Creek High School in Evergreen, San Jose, California. He won a gold medal in seven out
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of the 10 medal events, and a silver medal in two of the events, topping the overall medals tables. The
competition took place from 11th to 18th of last month, bringing together over 100 of the world’s top
geography students to vie for the world championship title in the subject.

• The U.S. Defence Department has expressed caution about China’s rapidly expanding bomber operating
areas. In its annual report on military and security developments involving China submitted to the US
Congress, the Department of Defence said Beijing is likely training for strikes against the United States and
allied targets. The report said that over the last three years, China’s People’s Liberation Army (PLA) has
rapidly expanded its overwater bomber operating areas.

• A special meeting of Senior Officials of the Bay of Bengal Initiatives for Multi-Sectoral, Technical and
Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) was held in Kathmandu. The meeting was organized as part of
preparations for the 4th BIMSTEC Summit to be held in Kathmandu on August 30 and 31. Senior officers
from all member states and Secretary General of BIMSTEC structure, mechanisms and procedures,
enhancing visibility of BIMSTEC, collaboration with other regional and international organizations with
similar aims and purposes and establishment of a BIMSTEC Development Fund were discussed in the
meeting. BIMSTEC is a regional economic bloc comprising seven member states lying in the littoral and
adjacent areas of the Bay of Bengal constituting a contiguous regional unity. The group was formed in 1997
and brings together Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Myanmar and Thailand. Nepal is the
current chair of BIMSTEC.

• The President-elect of the 73rd session of the United Nations General Assembly, Ms. Maria Fernanda
Espinosa Garces held delegation level talks with the External Affairs Minister Smt. Sushma Swaraj in New
Delhi. Ms. Garces outlined her priorities in the next one year as President of UNGA, especially revitalization
of the United Nations, including the General Assembly as well as Security Council reforms. External Affairs
Minister also emphasized on the need for UNSC reforms, especially continuation of Inter Governmental
Negotiations and early finalization of the Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism. The Minister
reiterated India’s support to the President-Elect in carrying out her duties and congratulated Ms. Garces
on becoming the 4th woman President of the UNGA. Ms. Garces was on a five-day visit to India.

• United States President Donald Trump has said that the US economy would collapse if he was impeached.
In a TV interview, the US President was responding to a question on his mounting legal woes after his
former attorney Michael Cohen said under oath that Mr. Trump instructed him to commit a felony by
breaking US campaign finance laws. The US President then launched into a rambling statement on job
creation and other economic progress he said had been made during his presidency and insisted Americans
would be much worse off if Hillary Clinton had won the 2016 election.

• Australian Treasurer Scott Morrison will become Australia’s new Prime Minister after winning a Liberal
party leadership vote. Mr. Morrison won an internal ballot 45-40 over former Home Affairs Minister Peter
Dutton. Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull did not contest the party ballot as he as under pressure from
poor polling, a looming election, and a revolt by conservative MPs. Josh Frydenberg, the environment and
energy minister, was selected as deputy Liberal leader. The Liberal party is the senior partner in the ruling
conservative coalition that will face an election by May 2019.

• Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi has said that the biggest opportunity for the BIMSTEC countries is
connectivity – Trade, Economic, Transport, Digital and People to people. Addressing the plenary session
of the 4th BIMSTEC Summit in Kathmandu, the Prime Minister said India is committed to working with
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member countries on controlling terrorism and drug trafficking. The 4th BIMSTEC Summit was held in
Kathmandu. During the summit, the leaders of seven member states Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar,
Nepal, Sri Lanka and Thailand adopted Kathmandu Declaration. An MoU on establishment of BIMSTEC
Grid Interconnection was also signed. On the sidelines of the summit, Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi
held bilateral meetings with the leaders of the member countries.

• India and the US have agreed to deepen cooperation in international flora like the United Nations and the
Financial Action Task Force to fight against terrorism. Making a joint press statement in presence of US
Secretary of State Mr. Mike Pompeo, Secretary of Defence, Mr. James Mattis and Defence Minister,
Mrs. Nirmala Sitharaman after the conclusion of 2-plus-2 dialogue in New Delhi, External Affairs Minister
Mrs. Sushma Swaraj said the two sides agreed to strengthen bilateral cooperation. She said counter-
terrorism cooperation between the two sides has acquired a new qualitative edge and purpose. Mrs.
Swaraj said they underscored the international community’s scrutiny over the threat of terrorism emanating
from Pakistan, which has affected India and the United States alike. On the issue of H1-B visa, Mrs.
Swaraj sought Secretary Mr. Pompeo’s support to nurture the people-to-people links.

• India and Bulgaria signed four pacts on Investment, Tourism, Civil Nuclear Cooperation and Establishment
of Hindi Chair at Sofia University, after delegation level talks between President Mr. Ram Nath Kovind
and his counterpart Mr. Rumen Radev. The President invited Bulgaria to become key partner in Defence
and IT sectors under Make in India programme.

• India and Cyprus have signed two MoUs on Combating Money Laundering and Cooperation in the field
of Environment. President Mr. Ramnath Kovind who was on the first leg of his three-nation visit to Cyprus
held delegation level talks with his counterpart President Mr. Nicos Anastasiades. While speaking on the
occasion, President Mr. Kovind thanked the Cyprus President for supporting India in its bid for permanent
membership of UN Secretary Council and the NSG.

• Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of Bangladesh, Sheikh Hasina, Chief Minister of West
Bengal – Ms. Mamata Banerjee, and the Chief Minister of Tripura – Shri Biplab Kumar Deb, jointly
inaugurated three projects in Bangladesh, via video conference. These included – (a) 500 MW additional
power supply from India to Bangladesh, through the existing Bheramara (Bangladesh)-Baharampur (India)
interconnection, (b) Akhaura-Agartala Rail Link, and (c) Rehabilitation of the Kulaura-Shahbazpur section
of Bangladesh Railways.

• The Inaugural Military Field Training Exercise for the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi Sectoral Technological
and Economic Cooperation nations named MILEX-18 scheduled from 10 September 2018 to 16
September 2018 at Aundh Military Station. The aim of the forthcoming exercise is to practice the BIMSTEC
Nations in planning and conduct of counter terrorist operations. The exercise schedule is focused upon
learning of best practices, team building and special tactical level operations in a counter-terrorist environment
in semi-urban setting.

• Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and the Prime Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina jointly unveiled
e-plaques for the ground-breaking ceremony of two projects, via video conference. External Affairs Minister
of India, Ms. Sushma Swaraj, and Minister for Petroleum and Natural Gas, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan,
also joined the proceedings. The projects include – (a) India-Bangladesh Friendship Pipeline, and (b)
Dhaka-Tongi-Joydebpur Railway Project. Speaking on the occasion, the Prime Minister described the
cooperated between the two countries as an example for the world.
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• Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu undertook a three-nation visit to Serbia, Malta and
Romania on a weeklong trip from September 14-21. He interacted with the heads of States of all the three
countries and witnessed the signing of MoUs. As the Chairman of Rajya Sabha, he held delegation level
talks with his counterparts and also addressed their respective Parliaments.

• Exercise Yudh Abhyas 2018, a joint military exercise of Indian and US armies, commenced on September
16, 2018 at Chaubattia, Uttarakhand. The US contingent was represented by 1st Infantry Battalion, 23
Infantry Regiment, US Army while India side is represented by an Infantry Battalion. General Officer
commanding, 6 Mountain Division welcomed the US soldiers and in his inaugural remarks highlighted the
common shared benefits of democracy, freedom, equality and justice that are precious to both nations.

• The Inaugural Edition of the BIMSTEC Nations Military Field Training Exercise i.e. MILEX-2018 culminated
on 16 September 2018 after a Validation Exercise and an impressive Closing Ceremony held at Foreign
Training Node, Aundh Military Station, Pune. Dr. Subhash Bhambre. The Defence Minister was the Chief
Guest for the ceremony. The other dignitaries included Mr. Shahidul Islam, General Secretary of BIMSTEC
forum, Service Chiefs of BIMSTEC nations, senior Military officers of the Indian Army and representatives
of the BIMSTEC Nations who witnessed a joint Validation Exercise conducted at the training areas of
Aundh Military Station.

• External Affairs Minister Mrs. Sushma Swaraj held bilateral meetings with her key foreign counterparts on
the sidelines of the high-level session of the General Assembly in the United Nations and discussed several
issues including trade, investment and capacity building. Mrs. Swaraj met Moroccan Foreign Minister
Nasser Bourita, High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs Federica Mogherini,
Liechtenstein Foreign Minister Aurelia Frick, Nepal’s Foreign Minister Pradeep Kumar Gyawali, Spanish
Foreign Minister Josep Borrell, Colombian Foreign Minister Carlos Holmes Trujillo, Foreign Minister of
Ecuador Jose Valencia, Foreign Minister of Australia Marise Payne and Foreign Minister of Mongolia
Damdin Tsogtbaatar.

• India and United States have formed an alliance comprising leading experts in public and private sectors to
combat the menace of tuberculosis. The formation of ‘USAID-India End TB Alliance’ was formally
announced by the US Agency for International Development (USAID) administrator Mr. Mark Green in
presence of Union Health Minister Mr. J.P. Nadda in New York. Mr. Green said the experts in the alliance
will offer innovative approaches to combat tuberculosis in India. He hoped that Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi’s ambitious and determined commitment to achieve a TB-free India by 2025 would become possible
with this alliance.

• Uzbekistan’s President Mr. Shavkat Mirziyoyev met Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi at Hyderabad
House in New Delhi on October 1. The two sides too stock of the bilateral relationship across several
sectors during the delegation-level talks. Addressing the joint press conference, Prime Minister Mr. Modi
said that meaningful discussion took place that will help deepen strategic partnership between the two
sides. He added that now both the countries are heading towards a new era in which bilateral relations will
reach new heights. The two leaders stressed on expanding trade and investment ties. They also set a target
of one billion dollars trade by 2020. He added that issues related to people to people contact and air
connectivity were also discussed. The Prime Minister also said that defence ties will be further expanded
between two countries.
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• External Affairs Minister Smt. Sushma Swaraj highlighted in the United Nations General Assembly, how
India has initiated unprecedented economic and social transformations to achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals. Addressing the 73rd session of the UN General Assembly in New York, she said that
India has implemented the world’s largest financial inclusion, health insurance and housing schemes – which
will benefit million – as well as entrepreneurship and skill development programmes. She said these initiatives
have at their core the welfare of women. She stressed that, whereas some developed nations with big
economies only offer six weeks of paid leave, women will get twenty-six weeks under a new national
scheme.

• Petroleum Minister Mr. Dharmendra Pradhan and his Nepali counterpart Mr. Matrika Prasad Yadav
reviewed the progress of Motihari-Amelkhganj oil pipeline in Amelkhganj. The 69 kilometer long pipeline
will ensure smooth, cost effective and environment friendly supply of petroleum products to Nepal. Earlier,
addressing a gathering in Dhanushadham, Mr. Pradhan said India will continue its support in the development
of Nepal. He said that India will help Nepal in setting up a Skill Training School for youths in Dhanushadham.
He also said India and Nepal are the only two countries in the world having a unique cultural bond.

• President Mr. Ram Nath Kovind held bilateral talks with the President of Tajikistan Mr. Emmoli Rahmon
during his visit to the Central Asian nation. Addressing the media after the talks, President Mr. Kovind said
India and Tajikistan share historical relations and both nations will be strengthening them further based on
tremendous underlying potential. India has pledged 20 million dollars to aid Tajikistan’s development.
Several other key bilateral pacts were also signed. International Day of the Girl Child was celebrated on
October 11, 2018. The theme of this year’s International Day of Girl Child is ‘With Her: A Skilled Girl
Force’. The day is celebrated annually on 11 October. The main aims of the day are to promote girl’s
empowerment and fulfillment of their human rights while also highlighting the challenges that girls all over the
world face.

• Indian-American Ms. Nikki Haley has resigned as the US Ambassador to the United Nations. President
Mr. Donald Trump made the formal announcement of her resignation and applauded her work. He said,
Ms. Haley had told him in advance that she wanted to take a break. Mr. Trump said, Nikki Haley has been
very special to him and she has done an incredible job as the top American diplomat at the UN. Haley said
she plans to stay in this position till the year end. Ms Haley, considered as a moderate Republican alternative
to Trump, ruled out a 2020 Presidential bid and said that she would be campaigning for Trump’s reelection
in two years from now. Her resignation just ahead of the crucial mid-term elections in November came as
a shock and surprise to the American foreign policy and national security experts who believe it is a big loss
to the Trump Administration.

• At least 19 people were killed and dozens wounded in a shooting at a college in Russian-annexed Crimea.
Russian investigators said, an 18-year old student ran through the Kerch technical college, firing at fellow
students before killing himself. The Investigative Committee said most of the victims were teenagers. Six of
the injured are in an extremely serious condition and eight in a serious condition. Terming it a terrible
tragedy, Crimean leader Mr. Sergei Aksyonov announced three days of mourning. Russian President Mr.
Vladimir Putin, who was in the Black Sea resort of Sochi, said the motive and possible versions for the
tragedy were being carefully examined.

• The Seoul Peace Prize Committee has decided to confer the 2018 Seoul Peace Prize on Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi, in recognition of his dedication to improving international cooperation, raising global
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economic growth, accelerating the Human Development of the people of India by fostering economic
growth in the world’s fastest growing large economy and furthering the development of democracy through
anti-corruption and social integration efforts. While awarding the 2018 Seoul Peace Prize, the Award
Committee recognized Prime Minister Modi’s contributions to the growth of the Indian and global economies,
crediting ‘Modinomics’ for reducing social and economic disparity between the rich and the poor. The
Seoul Peace Prize was established in 1990 to commemorate the success of the 24th Olympic Games held
in Seoul, Republic of Korea - an event in which 160 nations from across the world took part, creating
harmony and friendship and a worldwide atmosphere of peace and reconciliation. The Seoul Peace Prize
was established to crystallize the Korean people’s yearning for peace on the Korean Peninsula and in the
rest of the world. The Seoul Peace Prize has been awarded biennially to those individuals who have made
their mark through contributions to the harmony of mankind, reconciliation between nations and to world
peace. Past laureates include distinguished global personalities like former UN Secretary General Kofi
Annan, German Chancellor Angela Merkel and renowned international relief organizations like Doctors
Without Borders and Oxfam.

• Union Home Minister Shri Rajnath Singh co-chaired the first India-China High Level Meeting on Bilateral
Security Cooperation with Mr. Zhao Kezhi, State Councilor and Minister of Public Security of the People’s
Republic of China on 22 October, 2018 in New Delhi. During the meeting, the two sides discussed issues
of mutual interest, including bilateral counter-terrorism cooperation, and welcomed increased cooperation
between India and China in the area of security cooperation.

• Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi visited Japan on October 28-29, 2018 for the India-Japan Annual
Summit with Prime Minister of Japan H.E. Mr. Shinzo Abe. During the visit, recognizing the unparalleled
potential for development o f relations between the two countries, Prime Minister Modi and Prime Minister
Abe reviewed the significant milestones achieved over the last four years and outlined the shared vision for
the future of India-Japan relations.

• Japan’s cabinet approved a draft bill to bring more blue-collar foreign workers into the country to address
chronic labour shortages. The Bill is now likely to be submitted to parliament. Meanwhile, the draft legislation
has come under attack from both the opposition and members of Prime Minister Mr. Shinzo Abe’s own
party. However, business leaders have welcomed the move. The bill would allow foreign nationals with
skills in sectors facing particularly severe shortages to obtain five-year visas, which would not allow them
to bring their families. Foreign workers in those fields who hold stronger qualifications and pass a more
difficult Japanese language test will be able to obtain a visa that can be extended indefinitely, eventually
leading to residency, and will be able to bring over family.

• US President Donald Trump has said illegal immigrants trying to enter the United States will now be
apprehended at the border and, unlike the current practice, would no longer be released. Announcing a
significant change in the current catch-and-release policy for illegal immigrants, Mr. Trump said that they
would be released only after a US court pronounces its judgment on their asylum application. If negative,
they would be deported to their original country.

• The United States has exempted India from imposition of certain sanctions for the development of the
strategically-located Chabahar Port in Iran, along with the construction of the railway line connecting it with
Afghanistan. The decision by the Trump administration is being seen as a recognition by Washington of
India’s major role in the development of the port on the Gulf of Oman, which is of immense strategic
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importance for the reconstruction of war-torn Afghanistan. A State Department spokesperson told PTI in
Washington that after extensive consideration, the Secretary of State Mike Pompeo has provided for an
exception from imposition of certain sanctions. The US has imposed the toughest ever sanctions on Iran.
The sanctions cover Iran’s banking and energy sectors and reinstate penalties for countries and companies
in Europe, Asia and elsewhere that do not halt Iranian oil imports. However, Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo said that eight countries including India were temporarily allowed to continue buying Iranian oil as
they showed significant reduction in oil purchase from the Persian Gulf country. „

• In Sri Lanka, new ministers were sworn even as the political uncertainty continues whether Mahinda
Rajapaksa’s government commands a majority in Parliament or not. Two cabinet and five state ministers
were sworn in by President Maithripala Sirisena. Ousted Prime Minister Ranil Wickremsinghe has maintained
that he has the majority in the house and has demanded calling an early session to prove it.

• Vice President Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu represented India at the Armistice of World War I centenary
commemoration in Paris. Armistice Day marks the 100 years since the end of World War One on 11
November 1918. Around 70 leaders including US President Donald Trump, Russian President Vladimir
Putin and Germany’s Chancellor Angela Merkel are present to mark the centenary of the 1918 Armistice
in the French capital. Mr. Naidu also inaugurated the first India-built war memorial in northern France to
pay tribute to thousands of Indian soldiers who fought selflessly and made supreme sacrifices during the
World War I.

• European Union leaders have dismissed talk of renegotiating the draft Brexit deal and warned the UK’s
political situation could make a no-deal more likely. German Chancellor Angela Merkel said there was no
question of reopening talks as a document was on the table. Meanwhile, French Prime Minister Edouard
Philippe said there was a need to prepare for a no-deal because of UK uncertainty. The EU has set out a
series of meetings leading upto 25 November when it plans to approve the Brexit agreement. However,
leaders admit that there is still much ground to cover after the UK Prime Minister Theresa May won
backing from her cabinet for the 585-page draft agreement.

• The death toll in the deadliest wildfires in California climbed to 59 as authorities releases a list of 130
people still missing. News agency AFP reports most of those unaccounted for are from the Butte Country
town of Paradise, in northern California, which was virtually erased from the map by the so-called Camp
Fire blaze that erupted last week. Butte County Sheriff Kory Honea told media that 461 searches and
rescue personnel and 22 cadaver dogs were involved in the effort to locate those missing and DNA testing
was being expedited to identify the victims.

• UN Security Council has condemned the killing of at least 20 soldiers during operations against insurgents
in the east of the Democratic Republic of Congo. In a press statement, the council members expressed
condolences to the families of the killed, including seven Malawian and one Tanzanian UN peacekeepers
and at least 12 Congo soldiers, and wished a speedy recovery to the injured. The soldiers were killed
during joint operations of the UN peacekeeping mission in Beni territory of North Kivu.

• The two-day summit to mark the World Tolerance Day was held in Dubai. Held for the first time in UAE,
the theme of the Summit was ‘Prospering from Pluralism: Embracing Diversity through Innovation and
Collaboration’. The World Tolerance Summit brings together government leaders, key figures from the
public and private sectors, peacekeeping ambassadors and change makers from across the world to
discuss the importance of tolerance, peace and equality, and celebrate diversity. More than 2,000 ministers
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and government leaders from around the world are participating in the Summit. 16th November has been
declared as the World’s Tolerance Day by the UNESCO.

• World Toilet Day was celebrated on 19th November. The day is observed to take action to ensure that
everyone has a safe toilet by 2030. This is part of Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 6: sanitation and
water. On the occasion, the Prime Minister, in a tweet, reiterated the country’s commitment towards
enhancing cleanliness and sanitation facilities across the nation. He said, “We in India take pride at the
remarkable speed with which sanitation cover has increased in the last four years. The movement for a
cleaner India and ensuring better sanitation facilities is a people’s movement. It is the 130 crore Indians,
particularly women and youngsters who have taken the lead in this movement. I congratulate all those
working to fulfill the dream of a Swachh Bharat.”

• Sri Lankan Parliament passed another motion to suspend expenditure by ministers of the new government
of Mahinda Rajapaksa. The motion in Parliament was passed by 122 MPs of UNF, TNA and other
political party voting for it. MPs supporting new Prime Minister Rajapaksa continued to boycott the session.
The motion noted that secretaries to all Ministries have no authority to approve any payment from the funds
of the Republic for Ministers, State Ministers, Deputy Ministers and their personal staff.

• The UK government has confirmed an amendment to a new weapons bill going through the Parliament to
ensure that it would not impact the right of the British Sikh community to possess and supply kirpans, or
religious swords. The Offensive Weapons Bill 2018 completed its various readings in the House of Commons
this week and has now moved to the House of Lords for approval. The bill involves a new offence of
possessing certain offensive weapons in public and places new restrictions on the online sales of bladed
articles and corrosive products.

• The annual UN climate change conference (COP24) opened in the Polish city of Katowice on December
3 with the goal of finalizing the implementation guidelines for the Paris Climate Change Agreement. The
guidelines will provide clarity on how to implement the landmark agreement fairly and transparently for all.
The 12-day conference will conclude on December 14. Union Environment Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan
who led the 17-member Indian delegation said, that India expects that COP-24 should be able to frame
guidelines, which are pragmatic and gives due consideration to challenges and priorities of developing
countries inter alia different starting points as compared to developed countries, their vulnerabilities,
development priorities like eradication of poverty, food security, energy access providing health infrastructure,
etc.

• Former American President George H.W. Bush was a leading statesman at a critical juncture of world
history and passionate about strong Indo-US relations, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said on December
1, 2018. Bush, the 41st president of the US who led America during the collapse of the Soviet Union and
engineered the defeat of an audacious Iraqi invasion of Kuwait died in Houston. He was 94.

• In a bid to boost relations with India, Myanmar will provide visa-on-arrival for Indian tourists, President
Ram Nath Kovind said as he embarked on his five-day visit to the country. President Kovind’s visit to
Myanmar continues India’s high level engagements with Myanmar under the rubric of ‘Act East Policy’ and
‘Neighbourhood First Policy’.

• In a major setback to Vijay Mallya, a UK court said that Mallya can be extradited to India, where he is
wanted for alleged fraud and money laundering charges amounting to an estimated Rs. 9,000 crores.
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Westminster Magistrates’ Court Chief Magistrate Judge Emma Arbuthnot ruled that Mallya can be extradited
to India to stand trial on the charges brought by the Central Bureau Investigation and Enforcement Directorate.

      ECONOMY/BUSINESS NEWSECONOMY/BUSINESS NEWSECONOMY/BUSINESS NEWSECONOMY/BUSINESS NEWSECONOMY/BUSINESS NEWS

• Finance Minister Arun Jaitley has assured the Lok Sabha that people’s deposits in public sector banks are
safe and there should not be apprehension in this regard. Replying to a debate on second batch of
Supplementary Demands for Grants for 2017-18 in the Lok Sabha, Mr. Jaitley said, the level of protection
to public deposits will be much higher in the proposed Financial Resolution and Deposit Insurance Bill than
it is now. Mr. Jaitley denied the allegations that States are losing revenue following the implementation of
GST. He said, under the Constitution, the States are guaranteed 14 percent increase per annum for next
five years on base year 2015-16. He said, 80 percent of GST goes to States, therefore, they cannot say
that are getting less money.

• The Government is in favour of bringing petroleum products under the ambit of the Goods and Services
Tax and is awaiting a consensus among the states over the issue. Replying to supplementaries during the
question hour in the Rajya Sabha, Finance Minister Arun Jaitley said, the Centre has already reduced
excise duty on petroleum products. He said it has written to all the states to decrease state duties on these
products.

• The Lok Sabha passed the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Amendment) Bill-2017. The bill prohibits
certain persons from submitting a resolution plan in case if defaults. These include willful defaulters and
promoters or management of the company having an outstanding non-performing debt for over a year. The
Bill also has provisions to bar the sale of property of a defaulter to such persons during liquidation.

• The Finance Ministry has cautioned people dealing in virtual currencies saying these are not legal tender
and have no protection. Noting that there has been a phenomenal increase in recent times in the price of
virtual currencies including Bitcoin in India and globally, the Ministry said the currencies do not have any i
ntrinsic value and are not backed by any kind of assets.

• Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley said despite the slowdown in 2016-17, as per the IMF, India was the
fastest growing major economy in 2016 and second fastest growing major economy in 2017 in the world.
In a written reply to the Lok Sabha, Mr. Jaitley said the government has taken various initiatives to boost
the growth of the economy, which include fillip to manufacturing concrete measures for transport and
power sectors as well as other urban and rural infrastructure and special package for textile industry.

• The eighteenth Meeting of the Financial Stability and Development Council (FSDC) was held in New
Delhi under the Chairmanship of the Union Minister of Finance Arun Jaitley as pre-Budget 2018-19
consultations with the financial sector regulators. The meeting was attended by RBI Governor, Finance
Secretary and other top officers of the Finance Ministry along with the heads of SEBI and IRDAI.

• The government said that investment in electronic manufacturing grew by 27 percent this year. The total
volume of investment reached 1.57 lakh crore this year as compared to 1.43 lakh crore last year.

• The growth in GDP during 2017-18 has been estimated at 6.5 percent as compared to 7.1 percent in
2016-17. Addressing a press conference on first Advance Estimates of National Income 2017-18 in New
Delhi, Chief Statistician T.C.A. Anant said, agriculture, forestry and fishing is likely to slow to 2.1 percent
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in the current fiscal from 4.9 percent in the preceding year. He said the growth in manufacturing sector too
is expected to decelerate to 4.6 percent this fiscal, down from 7.9 percent in 2016-17.

• The Rajya Sabha has passed the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Amendment) Bill, 2017, which bars
unscrupulous persons from misusing the provisions of the code. The Bill, which replaces an ordinance
promulgated last November, was already cleared by the Lok Sabha.

• The Parliament has passed the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (Amendment) Bill,
2017. It allows Union Government to increase capital of NABARD from Rs. 5000 crore to Rs. 30,000
crore. The Bill provides that Union Government alone must hold at least 51% capital share of NABARD>

• The government has announced the launch of 7.75% Savings (Taxable) Bonds, 2018. The bonds will have
a maturity of seven years. The 7.75% Savings (Taxable) Bonds scheme replaces the 8% Savings Bonds
Scheme, also known as RBI Bonds Scheme, which was a preferred choice for those looking for a regular
guaranteed income.

• A new Consumer Protection Bill 2018 has been introduced in the Lok Sabha. The bill seeks to set up an
authority to safeguard consumer rights in view of current challenges posed by e-commerce, direct selling,
telemarketing and misleading advertisement. The bill was introduced by Consumer Affairs Minister Ram
Vilas Paswan in the Lower House and it seeks to replace the 31-year-old law.

• The Cabinet gave its approval to a number of amendments in the Foreign Direct Investment, FDI Policy
including 100 percent FDI via automatic route in single brand retail. The decisions are intended to liberalize
and simplify the FDI policy so as to provide ease of doing business in the country. It will lead to larger FDI
inflows contributing to growth of investment, income and employment. As per the decision, Government
approval is no longer required for FDI in Single Brand Retail Trading, SBRT. Currently, FDI upto 49
percent is allowed under automatic route but any investment beyond the limit required government approval.
Government has now decided to permit 100 percent FDI under automatic route for SBRT. Foreign airlines
have been allowed to invest up to 49 percent under approval route in Air India.

• The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has barred auditor major Price Waterhouse’s network
entities from issuing audit certificates to any listed company in India for two years after finding it guilty in the
multi-crore Satyam scam. It also ordered disgorgement of over 13 crore rupees wrongful gains from the
audit major and its two erstwhile partners who worked on the IT major’s accounts.

• Industrial production growth rose to 8.4 percent, seventeen months high, in November 2017 on the back
of robust performance of manufacturing and capital goods sectors. The factory output, measured in terms
of Index of Industrial Production (IIP) grew 5.1 percent in November 2016. According to data released
by Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation, manufacturing sector, which constitutes 77.63
percent of the IIP, recorded an impressive growth of 10.2 percent in November as compared to 4 percent
a year ago.

• Retail inflation crossed the RBI’s comfort level and rose to 5.2 percent in December on rise in prices of
food items, egg and vegetables, dashing hopes of interest rate cut in the near future. The retail inflation,
based on Consumer Price Index (CPI) was 4.88 percent in November. In December 2015, it was 3.41
percent. The Reserve Bank has been asked by the government to keep inflation at 4 percent, plus or minus
2 percent, and its rise beyond the comfort zone will put pressure on the central bank not to cut interest rate
(repo rate).
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• World Bank has projected India’s growth rate at 7.3 percent in 2018 and 7.5 for the next two years. In its
2018 Global Economics Prospect released in Washington last night, the World Bank said, India has enormous
growth potential compared to other emerging economies as an ambitious government undertakes
comprehensive reforms. It said, despite initial setbacks from demonetisation and Goods and Services Tax
(GST), India’s economy is estimated to have growth at 6.7 percent in 2017.

• Global aviation body, the International Air Transport Association has said that India’s domestic air passenger
traffic grew by 16.4 percent in November last year, topping the growth chart worldwide. The IATA,
comprising major air carriers, said India continued to witness double-digit growth for the 39th consecutive
month.

• The government has allowed Small Finance Banks and Payments Banks to offer Atal Pension Yojana,
APY. Finance Ministry in a statement said, 10 Small Finance Banks and 11 Payment Banks have got
licence from Reserve Bank of India to start banking operations in the country. The Banks include Ujjivan
Small Finance Bank, Janalakshmi Small Finance Bank, Suryoday Small Finance Bank, India Post Payment
Bank and Paytm Payment Bank. The Ministry said, given the strength, expertise and reach of these new
age banks, they can play a pivotal role in outreach of subscribers under APY.

• Government has collected 86,703 crore rupees under GST in December 2017. Finance Ministry said, one
crore taxpayers have been registered under GST so far. Of them, over 17 lakh are Composition Dealers,
which are required to file returns every quarter. It said, over 56 lakh GSTR 3B returns have been filed for
the month of December till January 25. The Ministry said, a total of over 8 lakh returns were filed by
Composition Dealers for the July-September, quarter, paying a total of around 336 crore rupees as GST.

• The government has reduced the Minimum Export Price, MEP, of onions by 150 dollars to 700 dollars per
tonne. Directorate General of Foreign Trade, in a notification, said the rate will remain in force till the 20th

of next month. The government reduced the MEP as onion prices have now started moderating. An MEP
is the floor price below which exports are not allowed. MEP of onions was scrapped in December 2015
but brought back in November 2017 to check rising prices of onions.

• Reserve Bank of India, RBI, kept key policy rates unchanged for the third time in a row. It said that higher
government spending would accelerate inflation, and warned of risks from wider fiscal deficit. The six-
member Monetary Policy Committee, MPC, headed by RBI Governor Urjit Patel, retained the repo rate
at 6 percent and reverse repo rate at 5.75 percent. The repo rate is the rate at which the central bank lends
short-term money. The reverse repo rate is the rate at which it borrows from banks and absorbs excess
liquidity.

• The Union Cabinet has approved signing of a protocol to amend the double taxation avoidance agreement
between India and China. The protocol updates the existing provisions for exchange of information to the
latest international standards and will incorporate changes required to implement treaty related minimum
standards under the action reports of Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS) Project.

• Government has launched three new tools for States and Union Territories for ranking of startups in the
country. The tools are – the State and Union Territory Startup Ranking Framework, the Compendium of
Good Practices for Promoting Startups in India and the Startup India Kit. These will act as catalysts to help
the Startup India initiative to drive India’s economic growth.

• The annual rate of inflation, based on monthly WPI, stood at 2.84% for the month of January 2018 as
compared to 3.58% for the previous month and 4.26% during the corresponding month of the previous
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year. Build up inflation rate in the financial year so far was 2.30% compared to a build-up rate of 4.55% in
the corresponding period of the previous year. The official Wholesale Price Index for All Commodities for
the month of January 2018 rose by 0.1 percent to 115.8 from 115.7 for the previous month.

• Retail inflation fell to 5.07 percent in January this year due to easing prices of vegetables, fruits and fuel
components compared to last month. According to the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation,
the inflation, based on Consumer Price Index (CPI), was at 5.21 percent in December. It was at lower
level at 3.17 percent in January last year. The base year for the calculation of CPI is 2012.

• Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari has said that electric vehicles are cost-effective and
pollution free and electric charging stations can come up at petrol stations also, which will give employment
to lots of people. Inaugurating two electric vehicle charging points at NITI Aayog, Mr. Gadkari said
electric mobility is a revolution in the country and it will alter the transportation scenario of the country. The
minister said Ethanol, bio-diesel and electric vehicles are the future of country’s transportation.

• Reserve Bank of India has issued a revised framework for expeditious resolution of bad loans, harmonizing
the existing guidelines with the norms specified in the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC). The new
guidelines have specified framework for early identification and reporting of stressed assets. In a notification
issued in Mumbai, RBI said, in view of the enactment of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, it has been
decided to substitute the existing guidelines with a harmonized and simplified generic framework for resolution
of stressed assets.

• The Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation, (EPFO) has declared 8.55 percent interest rate for 2017-
18 for its about 5 crore members. This was decided during the meeting of Central Board of Trustees of
EPFO in New Delhi. For 2016-17, the rate was 8.65 percent and in 2015-16, the rate was 8.8 percent.

• The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the methodology for auction of coal mines/blocks for sale of coal under the Coal Mines (Special Provisions)
Act, 2015 and the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957. The opening up of
commercial coal mining for private sector is the most ambitious coal sector reform since the nationalization
of this sector in 1973.

• The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has given its approval to the construction of 4.531 km long
2-Lane Bi-Directional Silkyara Bend – Tarkot Tunnel in Uttarakhand. The project will be build under
Engineering, Procurement and construction (EPC) Mode. This is funded under NH (O) Scheme of Ministry
of RT&H and forms part of ambitious Chardham Plan.

• In a bid to engage more farmers on the electronic National Agriculture Market (eNAM) platform, the
government has unveiled mobile payment facility BHIM and other features in regional languages as well.
The eNAM website is now available in Gujarati, Marathi, Tamil, Telugu, Bengal and English, while the
eNAM trading facility is available in six languages. The eNAM has been strengthened with features like
MIS dashboard for better analysis, BHIM and other mobile payment facilities, enhanced features on
mobile app such as gate entry and payment via mobiles, integration of farmer’s database and e-learning
module.

• The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi has given approval for creation of
National Urban Housing Fund (NUHF) for Rs. 60,000 crores. This fund will be situated in Building Materials
and Technology Promotion Council (BMTPC), an autonomous body registered under the Societies
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Registration Act, 1860 under the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs. The Ministry has so far sanctioned
39.4 lakh houses under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban).

• The Indian economy grew at five-quarter high of 7.2 percent in the October-December period. This
reflects overall recovery due to good show by agriculture, manufacturing, construction and certain services.
As per the second advanced estimates of the Central Statistics Office (CSO), the economy is expected to
grow at 6.6 percent in the current fiscal ending March 31, compared to 7.01 percent in 2016-17. The
earlier estimate was 6.5 percent.

• Eight infrastructure sectors grew at a faster pace of 6.7 percent in January against 3.4 percent in the year
ago month as petroleum refinery and cement output zoomed while steel power and coal production improved.
The eight core sectors – coal, crude oil, natural gas, refinery products, fertilizers, steel, cement and electricity
had grew by 4.2 percent in December and 7.4 percent in November this financial year.

• The CCEA approved doubling of Government guarantee from Rs. 9500 crore to Rs. 19 thousand crore
for procurement of pulses and oilseeds at Minimum Support Price under price support scheme by NAFED.
It will be provided for a period of five years till 2021-22 by the Centre with waiver of 1 percent Government
Guarantee Fee.

• Union Minister Nitin Gadkari has urged banks and multilateral institutions to come forward with long-term
loans at nominal interest rates for financing irrigation and river linking projects. The minister made the
remarks while delivering the keynote address at the third annual meeting of Asian Infrastructure Investment
Banks in New Delhi.

• The Reserve Bank of India has imposed a monetary penalty of Rs. 40 lakh on State Bank of India for non-
compliance of its directions on detection and impounding of counterfeit notes. An RBI notification issued
from Mumbai informs that the action is based on deficiencies in regulatory compliance found at two of the
banks’ currency chests. The regulator had carried out an inspection of currency chests at two branches of
the country’s largest lender and noticed certain violation, following which a show cause notice was issued
in the first week of January.

• The Reserve Bank of India has further tightened the priority sector lending (PSL) norms for foreign banks
by directing them to mandatorily create sub-targets so that they lend a portion of their loans to small and
marginal farmers as well as micro enterprises (MSMEs) from April. The move is directed at foreign banks
with over 20 branches and will come into force from the next financial year. The PSL norms mandate
foreign banks to eventually lend 40 percent of their total loan book to the priority sector, such as agriculture,
rural infra and MSMEs among others from April 2020.

• The bilateral trade between India and China reached an all-time high of 84.44 billion US dollars last year.
A rare novelty of the bilateral trade was about 40 percent increase in Indian exports to China totaling 16.34
billion dollars. Data released by Chinese General Administration of Customs reveals that the bilateral trade
in 2017 rose by 18.63 percent year-on-year to reach 84.44 billion dollars. It was 71.18 billion dollars in
2016.

• India’s relationship with the US as a major consumer of the oil and gas produced in the latter advanced a
step further with the first shipment of US-produced gas bound for India flagged off from Louisiana. The
shipment is being sent under a twenty-year agreement between Indian gas utility major GAIL. India and
US-based Cheniere Energy’s Sabine Pass liquefaction facility in Louisiana.
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• Vietnamese President Tran Dai Quang has said that India will emerge as the top trading partner of Vietnam
soon and the target of 15 billion US dollar bilateral trade turnover by 2020 is feasible. Addressing the
India-Vietnam Business Forum organized by industry bodies CII, FICCI and ASSOCHAM, in New
Delhi, Mr. Dai Quang said currently, India is among top 10 trading partner of Vietnam and soon, India will
emerge as the top trade partner of Vietnam.

• The government set up a panel to find ways to make it easier for financial technology firms to do business
and for authorities to deploy their services to further the goals of financial inclusion. The eight-member
panel, led by Department of Economic Affairs Secretary Subhash Chandra Garg, will find ways of using
fintech in ‘critical sectors of the economy’, including the financing of micro, small and medium enterprises
(MSMEs), delivery of e-services to the vulnerable sections of society, and management of land records
and other government services.

• Industrial production grow at a high rate of 7.5% in January 2018 against 3.5% in the year-ago month on
the back of good show by manufacturing coupled with higher off-take of consumer and capital goods. The
Index of Industrial Production (IIP) had grown at 7.1% in December 2017, according to the data released
by the Central Statistics Office (CSO). Retail inflation fell to a 4-month low of 4.44% in February on
cheaper food articles and lower cost for fuel. Retail inflation, based on Consumer Price Index (CPI), was
at 5.07% in January. In February 2017, however, it was 3.65%.

• The World Bank has projected India’s GDP growth at 7.3 percent for the next financial year, which it
states, will accelerate further to 7.5 percent in 2019-20. The World Bank’s biannual publication, India
Development Update – India’s Growth Story, expects the economy to clock a growth rate of 6.7 percent
in the current fiscal ending 31st March. The report, however, observed that a growth of over 8 percent will
require continued reform and a widening of their scope, aimed at resolving issues related to credit and
investment, and enhancing competitiveness of exports.

• The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has approved continuation of the Urea Subsidy Scheme
from 2017 to 2020. The estimated cost on the scheme will be around one lakh 65 thousand crore rupees.
The Cabinet also approved implementation of Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) for disbursement of fertilizer
subsidy. The continuation of the urea subsidy scheme will ensure that adequate quantity of urea is made
available to the farmers at statutory controlled price. Implementation of DBT in the Fertilizer Sector will
reduce diversion and plug the leakages.

• Assocham said India should engage bilaterally with its key trading partners to promote exports if the world
witnesses an escalation of a trade war. In a statement, the industry chamber said, the higher level of imports
than exports will not provide the country much space to retaliate at the time of increasing trade war, as most
of the Indian imports are unavoidable. It said India may end the current fiscal with a hefty import bill of 450
billion US dollars against exports of about 300 billion. The statement said India should be watchful about
a sudden jump in steel imports, as the US has imposed heavy duties on steel.

• Government has decided to declare 2018 as ‘National Year of Millets to boost the cultivation of millets like
ragi and jowar on a mission mode to achieve nutritional security. This was stated by Agriculture Minister
Radha Mohan Singh while addressing MPs in a consultative committee meeting in New Delhi. The Minister
said millet cultivation has declined due to change in dietary habits and unavailability of millets. As a result of
this, level of nutrients like proteins, Vitamin-A, iron and iodine fell in women and children.
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• The Centre has asked the States to submit their Annual Action Plan for 2018-19 by 15th April so that the
funds related to central schemes on Agriculture and allied sectors are disbursed immediately. Addressing
the Chief Secretaries of States and senior officials of State Agriculture Departments via video conferencing
in New Delhi today, Agriculture Minister Radha Mohan Singh asked them to send inter-state criteria
information on Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana urgently.

• Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) has introduced billing through Point of Sale
(POS) hand held machines in trains to check overcharging by vendors. An official release said the POS
billing machines will be introduced in trains in a phased manner. IRCTC has already introduced POS
machines in New Delhi-Karnataka Express on a pilot basis.

• Under the Pradhan Mantri Rojgar Protsahan Yojana, the government will bear expenses of employer’s full
contribution for pension for the first three years for new employees. Cabinet Committee on Economic
Affairs (CCEA) approved the new proposal, according to which the Centre will now contribute the
employer’s full admissible contribution of the new employees for all the sectors including existing beneficiaries
for their remaining period of three years. Till now, the scheme has added about 31 lakh beneficiaries to the
formal employment involving an expenditure of more than 500 crore rupees. The scheme is in operation
since August 2016.

• EPFO has launched the pensioner’s portal through which all EPFO pensioners may get the details of
pension-related information. The pensioner’s portal is a recently launched service where details like pension
payment order number, payment order details, passbook information and other related information are
available. It provides help to pensioners to know the status of their life certificate. It also provides the
details and the reason of stoppage of pension.

• Government has unveiled plans to sell up to 76 percent stake in Air India and transfer the management
control to private players, starting the ambitious strategic disinvestment process for the debt-laden national
carrier. According to preliminary information, memorandum released by Civil Aviation Ministry, the proposed
disinvestment will include profit-making Air India Express and joint venture AISATS. The AISATS is an
equal joint venture between the national carrier and Singapore-based SATS Ltd.

• Eight infrastructure sectors grew by 5.3 percent in February, mainly helped by robust performance of
refinery products, fertilizer and cement segments. The eight infrastructure sectors, coal, crude oil, natural
gas, refinery products, fertilizers, steel, cement and electricity had grown by just 0.6 percent in February
last year. The core sectors expanded by 6.1 percent in January.

• The Direct Tax collections for the fiscal year 2017-18 stood at 9.95 lakh crore rupees, which is 17.1
percent higher than net collection of 2016-17. The tax collections during the fiscal year 2017-18 has
exceeded the budget estimates of 9.80 lakh crore rupees. Briefing reporters in New Delhi, Finance Secretary
Hasmukh Adhia said, the government has broadly met the direct and indirect tax revenue target this year.
Giving more details on direct tax collection, Central Board of Direct Taxes, Chairman and Shushil Chandra
said, during the last fiscal, 6.84 core income tax returns were filed as compared to 5.43 crore returns filed
in 2016-17 showing a growth of 26 percent.

• Commerce and Industry Minister Suresh Prabhu said ten percent of the GDP needs to go to infrastructure.
Giving the inaugural address at Global Logistics Summit in New Delhi, Mr. Prabhu said 56 new airports
will be created in the next three years. Saying that there was no single agency dealing with logistics so far,
the Minister informed that a new division at the Ministry will deal with the subject.
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• Government has approved special package for employment generation in leather and footwear sector. The
package involves implementation of Central Sector Scheme ‘Indian Footwear, Leather and Accessories
Development Programme (IFLADP)’ with an approved expenditure of Rs. 2,600 crores over the three
financial years from 2017-18 to 2019-20. This information was given by Minister of State of Commerce
and Industry, Shri C.R. Chaudhary in a written reply in the Rajya Sabha.

• India has jumped 13 places in the last one year to 130th spot in the latest annual Index of Economic
Freedom released by a top American think-tank, the Heritage Foundation. As per the latest Index of
Economic Freedom, China has jumped one spot and Pakistan is now at 131st position. China with 57.4
points was ranked 111 in the 2017. The report said Economic liberalization measures, including industrial
deregulation, privatization of state-owned enterprises and reduced controls on foreign trade and investment
that began in the early 1990 accelerated growth.

• The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has said India’s economic growth is set to rise to 7.3 percent this
fiscal and further to 7.6 percent in the next financial year, on the back of GST and banking reforms. In its
Asian Development Outlook (ADO), 2018, ADB said, Indian economy grew 6.6 percent in the last fiscal
as it battled the lingering effects of demonetisation in 2016, businesses adjusting to GST in 2017, and a
subdued agriculture.

• Inflation based on wholesale prices, eased marginally to 2.47 percent in March on cheaper food articles,
especially pulses and vegetables. It was 2.48 percent in the previous month. According to data released by
the Commerce Ministry, food articles showed deflation at 0.29 percent in March as against 0.88 percent
in the preceding month.

• The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has said that India is expected to grow at 7.4 percent in 2018 and
7.8 percent in 2019 and would re-emerge as one of the fastest growing major economies in the period.
The IMF explained this is due to the strong private consumption as well as fading transitory effects of the
currency exchange initiative and implementation of the national goods and service tax.

• India topped as the highest recipient of remittances globally in 2017 with its Diaspora sending back $69
billion. According to a World Bank statement, remittance inflows improved in all regions and the top
remittance recipients were India with $69 billion, followed by China ($64 billion), the Philippines ($33
billion), Mexico ($31 billion), Nigeria ($22 billion), and Egypt ($20 billion). Remittances to India rose
sharply by 9.9 percent in 2017, reversing the previous year’s sharp decline, the report added.

• Adilabad Dokra, an ancient bell metal craft popular in the tribal regions of Adilabad in Telangana and
Warangal durries, which have brought much acclaim to the weaver’s community of Warangal region,have
been issued Geographical Indication (GI) Registration Certificate by the GI Registry, Chennai. The Dokra
craftsmen belong to the Woj community, called Wojaris, and also called Otaris, in Telangana State. The
uniqueness of Adilabad Dokra is that no two pieces are alike in shape as well as in size and hence replicas
of the antiques are nearly impossible.

• The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
given its approval for the Umbrella Scheme, ‘Green Revolution – Krishonnati Yojana’ in agriculture sector
beyond 12th Five Year Plan for the period from 2017-18 to 2019-20 with the Central Share of Rs.
33,269.976 crore. The Umbrella scheme comprises of 11 Schemes/Missions. These schemes look to
develop the agriculture and allied sector in a holistic and scientific manner to increase the outcome of
farmers by enhancing production, productivity and better returns on produce. The Schemes will be continued
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with an expenditure of Rs. 33,269.976 crore for three financial years, i.e. 2017-18, 2018-19 and 2019-
20.

• The Union Cabinet has given approval to accede to the Protocol under world Health Organization (WHO)
Framework Convention on tobacco control to eliminate illicit trade in tobacco products. It will be applicable
to both smoking and chewing or smokeless tobacco (SLT) forms as negotiated and adopted under Article
15 of the World Health Organization Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (WHO FCTC). India
is a part to WHO FCTC.

• The government has entered into a legal agreement with the World Bank for a flexible financing arrangement
to accelerate research towards early development for biopharmaceuticals. A statement issued by the
government said the mission has been approved at a cost of 250 million dollars for five years with 50
percent funding through the World Bank Loan. The aim is to make India a hub for design and development
of novel, affordable and effective biopharmaceutical products.

• Employees’ Provident Fund Organization (EPFO) has introduced a new service through ‘UMANG app’.
On clicking ‘View Passbook’ option, it requires PPO Number and Date of Birth information to be entered
by the pensioner. After successful validation of the information fed, an OTP will be sent to the registered
mobile number of the pensioner. On entering OTP, ‘Pensioner Passbook’ will display the details of the
pensioner like Name, Date of Birth along with last pension-credited information. The facility to download
the financial year wise complete passbook details is also available.

• The International Monetary Fund, IMF has reaffirmed that India will be the fastest-growing major economy
in 2018, with a growth rate of 7.4 percent that rises to 7.8 percent in 2019 with medium-term prospects
remaining positive. The IMF’s Asia and Pacific Regional Economic Outlook report said that India was
recovering from the effects of demonetisation and the introduction of the Goods and Services Tax. It said
the recovery is expected to be underpinned by a rebound from transitory shocks as well as robust private
consumption. The report said, Medium-term consumer price index inflation is forecast to remain within but
closer to the upper bound of the Reserve bank of India’s inflation-targeting band of four percent with a plus
or minus two percent change.

• India’s total export of finished steel increased by 16.7 percent to 9.6 million tonnes in 2017-18. The
country had exported 8.2 million tonnes finished steel during 2016-17 fiscal, the Joint Plant Committee
said in a report. Empowered by Ministry of Steel, Joint Plant Committee is the only institution, which
collects data on the Indian iron and steel industry.

• The government approved a dedicated Rs. 5,000 crore fund to bring more land area under micro-irrigation
as part of its objective to boost agriculture production and farmers income under Pradhan Mantri Krishi
Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY). The fund has been set up under NABARD, which will provide this amount
to states on concessional rate of interest to promote micro-irrigation, which currently has a coverage of
only 10 million hectares as against the potential of 70 million hectares.

• Atal Pension Yojana Scheme’s subscriber base crossed 1 crore on completion of 3 years of the Scheme
launch. APY was launched by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi at a function in Kolkata on 9th May,
2015 and the current number of subscribers stands at 1.10 crore. Atal Pension Yojana, a guaranteed
Pension Scheme for citizens of India announced by the Government of India, is focused on the unorganized
sector workers which constitute more than 85% of workforce.
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• Inflation based on Wholesale Price Index (WPI) shot up to 3.18 percent in April due to increasing prices
of petrol and diesel as well as fruits and vegetables. It stood at 2.47 percent in March and 3.85 percent in
April last year. According to data released by the Commerce Ministry, inflation in food articles was at 0.87
percent in April 2018, as against a deflation of 0.29 percent in the preceding month. It said deflation in
vegetables was 0.89 percent in April, while in the previous month it was 2.70 percent.

• Minister of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare Mr. Radha Mohan Singh has unveiled a Model Agriculture
Produce and Livestock Contract Farming and Services (Promotion & Facilitation) Act, 2018, whose
objective is to provide facilitation to farmers and incentivizing the sponsors to enter into a contract. With a
view to integrate farmers with bulk purchasers, including exporters, agro-industries, etc., and for better
price realization through mitigation of market and price risks to the farmers and ensuring smooth agro raw
material supply to the agro industries, finance minister Mr. Arun Jaitley, in the Budget for 2017-18, announced
the preparation of a Model Contract Farming Act and circulation of the same to the States for its adoption.

• E-Way Bill system for intra-State movement of goods will be implemented in seven more states and Union
Territories from May 25, 2018. The States are Maharashtra, Manipur, Chandigarh, Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Daman and Diu and Lakshadweep. With this, the number of States,
where the system is being implemented, will go up to 27. As per the decision of the GST Council, e-Way
Bill system has been rolled out from 1st of April this year.

• The Indian economy grew 7.7 percent in the fourth quarter of 2017-18. The GDP had expanded 5.6
percent, 6.3 percent and 7 percent in the first three quarters of 2017-18. According to the data released by
Central Statistics Office, robust performance in manufacturing, construction and service sectors as well as
good farm output contributed to the overall growth. However, the economic growth slowed to 6.7 percent
in 2017-18 compared to 7.1 percent in 2016-17.

• Union Home Minister Shri Rajnath Singh has said India will be among the top five economies of the world
in 2018-19 with the rate at which it is growing. Addressing media in Bhopal on four years of NDA government,
the Minister said India has become the most attractive destination for foreign investment. Shri Singh said
there has been an increase in price of petrol and diesel due to the rise in the price of crude oil in international
markets. He however pointed out that this has not affected the economy of the country. He assured that the
government is trying to solve it so that public do not suffer.

• The Centre has approved construction of one lakh fifty thousand houses for urban poor under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana. The Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry, in a press release said that latest approval
entails an investment of 7,227 crore rupees with central assistance of 2,209 crore rupees. The approval
was given in the 34th meeting of the Central Sanctioning and Monitoring Committee held at New Delhi.

• India and World Bank have signed a 500 million dollar loan agreement to provide additional financing for
Rural Roads Project under Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY). The project was implemented
by Ministry of Rural Development, which will build 7,000 km of climate resilient roads, out of which 3,500
km will be constructed using green technologies.

• Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) has asked its field offices to credit 8.55 percent rate of
interest for 2017-18 into the Provident Fund accounts of around 5 crore subscribers. According to an
order issued by the EPFO, the Labour Ministry has conveyed approval to credit 8.55 percent rate of
interest for last fiscal. The Finance Ministry had ratified 8.55 percent rate of interest on EPF for the last
fiscal, but it could not be implemented because of model code of conduct for Karnataka elections.
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• Union Minister of State for Agriculture Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat has said pulse production has
increased during the last 4 years. He was speaking at a review meeting on agri-horti sector in Guwahati.
The Minister stressed on proper implementation of Fasal Bima Yojana. He added that Prime Minister has
given emphasis on the development of the North East region.

• The six-member monetary policy committee of the RBI headed by Governor Shri Urijit Patel on Wednesday
hiked the repo rate by 25 basis points to 6.25 percent. This was the first rate hike by the apex bank in four-
and-a-half years, since the BJP-led National Democratic Alliance government was voted to power in May,
2014. The reverse repo rate has been adjusted to 6 percent.

• The Centre has constituted a group of eminent persons to study the Special Economic Zones, SEZ Policy
of India. The group will be headed by Industrialist Baba Kalyani. The group will evaluate the SEZ policy,
suggest measures to cater to the needs of exporters in the present economic scenario and make the SEZ
policy WTO compatible. The Group has to submit its recommendation in three months. The SEZ Policy
was implemented from 1st April, 2000. Subsequently, the Special Economic Zones Act, 2005 was passed
by Parliament in May 2005 which received Presidential assent on 23rd June, 2005 and the Special Economic
Zone Act was enacted.

• Union Cabinet has approved the revised guidelines of the Department of Public Enterprises on time bound
closure of sick and loss making Central Public Sector Enterprises (CPSEs) and disposal of movable and
immovable assets. The revised guidelines will reduce delays in implementation of closure plans of sick and
loss making CPSEs. These guidelines provide a broad framework for expeditious completion of various
processes and procedures for closure of CPSEs by laying down important milestones in the closure process
along with timelines, outlining the responsibilities of the concerned Ministries, Departments and CPSES in
the process.

• The Reserve Bank of India has made changes in the Gold Monetization Scheme of 2015 to enable people
to open a hassle-free gold deposit account. In a notification, RBI said that the short-term deposits should
be treated as bank’s on-balance sheet liability. It further said that these deposits will be made with the
designated banks for a short period of 1-3 years (with a facility of rollover).

• Industrial production expanded by 4.9 percent in April on improved performance by manufacturing and
mining sectors as also a robust off-take of capital goods. The industrial growth, based on Index of Industrial
Production (IIP), was 3.2 percent in April last year. The IIP for March this year has been revised upwards
to 4.6 percent from 4.4 percent estimated earlier. As per the data released by the Central Statistics Office
(CSO), the manufacturing sector which accounts for over 77 percent weight of the index, recorded a
growth of 5.2 percent in April this year, up from 2.9 percent a year ago.

• The Union Cabinet approved the proposal for grant of permission to HDFC Bank to raise additional share
capital of upto a maximum of 24,000 crore rupees. The composite foreign shareholding in the Bank will not
exceed 74 percent of the enhanced paid-up equity share capital of the ban. Briefing media in New Delhi
after the Cabinet meeting, Finance Minister Piyush Goyal said the proposed investment is expected to
strengthen the capital adequacy ratio of the bank.

• India and the US have agreed to hold comprehensive talks to address trade and economic issues. The
decision in this regard was taken during a series of meetings. Commerce and Industry Ministry Suresh
Prabhu had with US Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross and US Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer.
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At the conclusion of his two-day trip to the US, Mr. Prabhu told a group of Indian reporters in Washington,
that New Delhi and Washington will now work together to expand bilateral trade.

• The government has approved a 33-percent increase in carpet area of houses eligible for interest subsidy
under its affordable housing scheme Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban (PMAY-U) to attract more
beneficiaries, the Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry said. The carpet area of a house has been enhanced
to 160 sq m from 120 sq m for Middle income Group-1 (MIG-I), while it has been increased to 200 sq m
from 150 sq m in case of MIG-II. The new rules will be effective from January 1, 2017, the date on which
the scheme became operational, the ministry said in a release. Under the Credit Linked Subsidy Scheme
(CLSS), each beneficiary can avail subsidy upto Rs. 2.35 lakh on purchase of a house under the scheme.

• Union Finance Minister Piyush Goyal has expressed confidence that it was not impossible at all for India to
achieve a double-digit growth rate given the country’s demographic dividend and aspirational middle class.
Addressing the concluding day of UK-India Leadership Conclave in Latimer in Buckinghamshire via a live
video-link from Delhi, Mr. Goyal said infrastructure push by the government will help the economy prepare
for double-digit growth. He said the country never had the pride of place in the global economy that she
has today.

• Insurance Regulatory and development Authority of India (IRDAI) has set up a 10-member committee
under the chairmanship of Mr. Suresh Mehta, executive director of IRDAI, to review the regulations
governing insurance marketing firms and make necessary recommendations.

• European Union has slapped tariffs on iconic US products including bourbon, jeans and motorcycles in its
opening salvo in a trade war with President Mr. Donald Trump. According to the EU’s official journal, the
tariffs, which took effect at midnight, will further fuel jitters on world stock markets that are already alarmed
by trade tensions between the United States and China. Brussels imposed the raft of duties on US products
worth 3.3 billion dollars in a tit-for-tat response to Mr. Trump’s decision to slap stiff tariffs on the European
steel and aluminium exports.

• The Union Cabinet has approved establishment of additional 6.5 million metric tonne strategic petroleum
reserve facilities at Chandikhol in Odisha and Padur in Karnataka. The decision was taken at a Cabinet
meeting chaired by the Prime Minister in New Delhi. Briefing reporters after the meeting, Union Minister
Piyush Goyal said it was also decided to construct dedicated single point mooring for these two reserve
facilities.

• The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, CCEA, has approved a corpus of 1,040 crore rupees to
National Export Insurance Account Trust. The Corpus is to be utilized during three years from 2017-18 to
2019-20. Mr. Goyal said the Corpus will strengthen NEIA to support project exports from the country
that are of strategic and national importance.

• Regulator SEBI has decided to amend the norms governing initial public offers, takeovers and buybacks as
well as harmonize shareholding patterns in market infrastructure institutions and cap the tenure of managing
directors at stock exchanges. The board of SEBI, at its meeting in Mumbai, also cleared a draft of proposed
amendments to the IPO framework, including reduction in time period for announcement of price band and
financial disclosure requirements as well as bringing down the minimum anchor investor size in SME IPOs
to Rs. 2 crore.

• NITI Aayog’s Women Entrepreneurs Platform has signed five Statements of Intents (SoIs) with financial
institutions and social organizations to provide assistance to women entrepreneurs and address the finance
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related challenges faced by them. The SoIs were inked with Shri Mahila Sewa Sahakari Bank Limited,
Indiabulls Housing Finance Limited, SREI Infrastructure Finance Limited, Sreemanta Sankar Mission and
the Self Employed Women’s Association (SEWA). Through its partner organizations, the WEP aims to
create opportunities and support women to help them realize their entrepreneurial aspirations, scale up
innovative initiatives, and chalk out sustainable and long-term strategies for their businesses.

• Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) concluded its third Annual Meeting in Mumbai, on a high note
to improve connectivity within the region and in turn enable citizens in the region to reach their potential and
enjoy prosperity and security. Speaking in the annual meeting, the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi
called upon the need to deepen India’s engagement with AIIB. In his speech, the Prime Minister called
upon Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) to increase its lending to US $40 billion by 2020 and
US $100 billion by 2025 from US $4 billion now.

• Mr. S. Ramesh has been appointed as Chairman of the Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs
(CBIC), the apex policy-making body for indirect taxes, according to an official order.

• Government of India celebrated the 1st GST Day on July 1, 2018. The event saw an address on the
eventful 1st year journey of GST over a live video link by Union Minister, Shri Arun Jaitley. Addressing the
distinguished gathering via video link, Shri Arun Jaitley recalled the pre-GST taxation system in India was
one of the most complicated tax systems in the world. Multiple taxes, multiple returns to be filed by
assesses, interfere with multiple tax authorities, cascading effect of taxes, rising inflation, no free flow of
goods across the country, fragmented markets across the country, inter alia, were some of the tenuous
issues plaguing the indirect taxation system in India. GST has persuaded people to do businesses in a
transparent manner without evading taxes, Shri Jaitley added.

• Union Minister of Coal, Railways, Finance & Corporate Affairs, Shri Piyush Goyal launched the Coal
Mine Surveillance & Management System (CMSMS) and Mobile Application ‘Khan Prahari’ developed
by CMPDI, Ranchi, a subsidiary of CIL and Bhaskarcharya Institute of Space Application and Geo-
informatics (BISAG) at a ceremony at New Delhi. Speaking on the occasion, Shri Piyush Goyal said that
illegal mining is a serious problem in the country today, particularly in the areas where coal mining is carried
out.

• Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and the President of the Republic of Korea, Mr. Moon Jae-in, jointly
inaugurated a large mobile manufacturing facility of Samsung India Electronics Pvt Ltd. at Noida. Speaking
on the occasion, Prime Minister described the occasion as a special one, in the journey to make India a
global manufacturing hub. He said the investment of about Rs. 5000 crore, would not only strengthen
Samsung’s business links with India, but is also significant in the context of the relationship between India
and Korea.

• Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP), Ministry of Commerce and Industry released the
final rankings of States in Ease of Doing Business in New Delhi. The top rankers are Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana and Haryana. Jharkhand and Gujarat stood fourth and fifth respectively. DIPP, Ministry of
Commerce and Industry in collaboration with the World Bank conducted an annual reform exercise for all
States and UTs under the Business Reform Action Plan (BRAP). The aim of this exercise is to improve
delivery of various Central Government regulatory functions and services in an efficient, effective and
transparent manner.
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• Industrial production growth slipped to 3.2% in May mainly due to sluggish performance of manufacturing
and power sectors coupled with poor off take of fast moving consumer goods. Factory output growth
measured in terms of the Index of Industrial Production (IIP) was revised down to 4.8% in April from
previous estimates of 4.9% according to the data released by the Central Statistics Office (CSO). The IIP
had expanded by 2.9% in May last year. The previous low of industrial production growth was 1.8% in
October 2017.

• To capture the lost traffic through new delivery model for domestic cargo, Indian Railways has introduced
Double Stack Dwarf Container Services. This freight train was flagged off on 7th July 2018 from Western
Railway’s Rajkot railway station on its maiden commercial run. Due to this Double Stacked Dwarf Container
service, Indian Railways has received increased revenue of Rs. 18.50 lakhs.

• Keeping in view the interest of sugarcane farmers, the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the Fair and Remunerative Price (FRP) of sugarcane
for sugar season 2018-19 at Rs. 275/- per quintal for a basic recovery rate of 10%, providing a premium
of Rs. 2.75/qtl for each 0.1% increase in recovery over and above 10%. The cost of production of
sugarcane for the sugar season 2018-19 is Rs. 155 per quintal. This FRP Rs. 285 per quintal at recovery
rate of 10% is higher by 77.42% over production cost thereby ensuring the promise of giving the farmers
a return of more than 50% over their cost.

• The Parliament has passed the State Banks (Repeal and Amendment) Bill, 2017. The Rajya Sabha adopted
the amendment moved by the government regarding the bill. The Bill was introduced in the Lok Sabha by
the Finance Minister Shri Arun Jaitley on July 21, 2017 and has been passed by the lower house. The Bill
seeks to repeal the State Bank of India (Subsidiary Banks) Act, 1959, the State Bank of Hyderabad Act,
1956 and further to amend the State Bank of India Act, 1955. Under it, the five associate banks that were
merged are State Bank of Bikaner and Jaipur, State Bank of Hyderabad, State Bank of Mysore, State
Bank of Patiala and State Bank of Travancore. The merger of these banks has already been effective from
1st April, 2017.

• The International Monetary Fund projected a growth rate of 7.3 percent in 2018 and 7.5 percent in 2019
for India as against 6.7 percent in 2017, making it the fastest growing country among major economies.

• Led by India, South Asia will continue to be the fastest growing economic area despite new trade tensions
in Asia and Pacific region, Asian Development Bank (ADB) said in a new report.

• The European Commission is set to the fine Google 4.34 billion Euros (around 5 billion US dollars) for
monopoly with its Android operating system, alleging it had violated the EU competition rules, the European
Commission said on July 18, 2018.

• Giving major relief to common man, the GST Council reduced tax rates on more than 50 items and
exempted sanitary napkins, rachis, stone, marble, wooden deities and Saal leaves from the ambit of the
Goods and Services Tax. It has decided to slash the tar rate on as many as 17 items to 18 percent from 28
percent category. Premium of Ayushman Bharat will also be exempted from GST.

• Parliament has passed the Fugitive Economic Offenders Bill 2018. As per the provisions of the bill, properties
of Economic offenders who flee the country will be seized while Special fast track courts to settle cases
exceeding Rs. 100 crore in quick time. Government can now attach properties of fugitives who flee the
country after committing tax and loan related offences. Finance Minister Shri Piyush Goyal said the Bill will
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deter fugitive economic offenders from evading the process of law. The Bill enables action against such
offenders committing offences worth one hundred crore rupees and above.

• The Centre has told the Supreme Court that sale and manufacture of BS-VI non-compliant vehicles in
India should not be allowed from April 1, 2020. In an affidavit filed in the apex court, Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural gas said that it would not be possible to segregate pricing of diesel or have a differential pricing
mechanism for the fuel for private vehicles. The sale and manufacture of BS-VI non-compliant vehicles in
India is not allowed, as it would lessen environmental benefits to be accrued from using cleaner BS-VI fuel,
the Centre told the Supreme Court.

• The Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi attended the groundbreaking ceremony of 81 projects in Uttar
Pradesh, with a total investment of over 60,000 crore rupees. These projects have materialized within a
few months after the UP Investors Summit, which was organized in February 2018, in an effort to attract
investments and promote industrialization in the State. He said that as a caring government, the objective is
to ease the difficulty in the lives of people, and improve ease of living.

• The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved conveying of no objection
to reduction in Government of India shareholding in IDBI Bank Limited to below 50% by dilution. It has
also approved acquisition of controlling stake by Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) as promoter in
the bank through preferential allotment/open offer of equity, and relinquishment of management control by
the Government in the bank.

• Eight core sector industries registered seven month high growth of 6.7 percent in June this year. According
to the data released by the commerce and industry ministry, eight sectors including coal, refinery products,
fertilizers, steel and cement showed better performance due to better outcome by cement, refinery and
coal segments. The release said that the expansion in cement was 13.2 percent, in refinery products 12
percent and coal 11.5 percent year-on-year basis. Crude oil registered a negative growth of 3.4 percent
while natural gas witnessed a negative growth of 2.7 percent in June compared to the year-ago period.

• The government has decided to allow sugar mills to manufacture ethanol directly from sugarcane juice or
intermediate product called B-molasses. The sugarcane control order of 1966 has been amended in this
regard as notified by the Union Food Ministry. The move would help mills divert cane juice for ethanol
manufacturing during surplus years. So far, mills were allowed to manufacture ethanol from by-product
called C-molasses, after sugar was taken out while processing raw cane juice.

• The Lok Sabha has passed the Central Goods and Services Tax (Amendment) Bill, Integrated Goods and
Services Tax (Amendment) Bill, Union Territory Goods and Services Tax (Amendment) Bill and the Goods
and Services Tax (Compensation to States) Amendment Bill. The four Bills seek to amend the Goods and
Services Tax laws to make return forms simpler and raise the turnover threshold for availing composition
scheme to 1.5 crore rupees. Replying to the debate on the bill, Finance Minister Mr. Piyush Goyal said, the
Government is empowering 125 crore people through GST and it is the best example of cooperative
federalism.

• The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has approved the release of pulses to States and Union
Territories at a discounted rate to be utilized for various welfare schemes from the stock of pulses procured
under Price Support Schemes. Briefing reports in New Delhi, Electronics and IT Minister Mr. Ravi Shankar
Prasad said, under the Scheme, the States are offered to lift 34.88 lakh metric tonnes of pulses. The
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Minister said this decision will enable the States and UTs to use pulses in various Welfare Schemes like
PDS and Mid-Day Meal Scheme.

• The US Defence Department has expressed caution about China’s rapidly expanding bomber operating
areas. In its annual report on military and security developments involving China submitted to the US
Congress, the Department of Defence and Beijing is likely training for strikes against the United States and
allied targets. The report said that over the last three years, China’s People’s Liberation Army (PLA) has
rapidly expanded its overwater bomber operating areas.

• A special meeting of Senior Officials of the Bay of Bengal Initiatives for Multi-Sectoral, Technical and
Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) was held in Kathmandu. The meeting was organized as part of
preparations for the 4th BIMSTEC Summit to be held in Kathmandu on August 30 and 31. Senior officers
from all member states and Secretary General of BIMSTEC attended the meeting. Talking to media persons
after the meeting Foreign Secretary of Nepal Shankar Das Bairagi said that a wide range of issues including
BIMSTEC structure, mechanisms and procedures, enhancing visibility of BIMSTEC, collaboration with
other regional and international organizations with similar aims and purposes and establishment of a BIMSTEC
Development Fund were discussed in the meeting. BIMSTEC is a regional economic bloc comprising
seven member states lying in the littoral and adjacent areas of the Bay of Bengal constituting a contiguous
regional unity. The group was formed in 1997 and brings together Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Sri
Lanka, Myanmar and Thailand. Nepal is the current chair of BIMSTEC.

• The President-elect of the 73rd session of the United Nations General Assembly, UNGA, Ms. Maria
Fernanda Espinosa Garces held delegation level talks with the External Affairs Minister Smt. Sushma
Swaraj in New Delhi. Ms. Garces outlined her priorities in the next one year as President of UNGA,
especially revitalization of the United Nations, including the General Assembly as well as Security Council
reforms. External Affairs Minister also emphasized on the need of UNSC reforms, especially continuation
of the Inter Governmental Negotiations and early finalization of the Comprehensive Convention on
International Terrorism. The Minister reiterated India’s support to the President-Elect in carrying out her
duties and congratulated Ms. Garces on becoming the 4th woman President of the UNGA. Ms. Garces
was on a five day visit to India.

• NITI Aayog has released five thematic reports on Sustainable Development in Indian Himalayan Region. It
was released by NITI Aayog Vice Chairman Dr. Rajiv Kumar, CEO Amitabh Kant and member Dr. V.K.
Saraswat in New Delhi. The theme includes Inventory and Revival of Springs in Himalayas for Water
Security, Sustainable Tourism, and Transformative Approach to Shifting Cultivation, Strengthening Skill
and Entrepreneurship Landscape in Himalayas. Listing challenges in all five thematic areas, the reports
said, nearly 30 percent of springs crucial to water security of people are drying and 50 percent have
reported reduced discharge. Reports said, Himalayan Tourism which is growing annually at 6.8 percent
has created huge challenge related to solid waste, water, traffic, loss of bio-cultural diversity. According to
an official release, the call for action includes setting up of a Himalayan Authority for coordinated and
holistic development of entire Himalayan region and launching of Himalaya Calling: An Awareness to Action
Campaign as people’s movement.

• International rating agency Moody’s has said that Ayushman Bharat, the flagship health insurance scheme
recently announced by the Prime Minister, is a positive initiative for insurance companies as it will aide in
higher premium growth. The scheme will cover over 10 crore poor families and would provide a health
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insurance coverage of up to rupees 5 lakh per family per year for secondary and tertiary care hospitalization.
According to the report released in Mumbai, health insurance contributes around 23 percent of general
insurance premiums and is one of insurer’s main drivers of growth. During fiscal year 2011-12 to 2016-17,
health premiums have grown at a compound annual growth of 18 percent.

• Turkey has initiated a dispute complaint with the World Trade Organization (WTO) against the United
States for imposing additional tariffs on steel and aluminium imports from Turkey. The WTO said Turkey
requested dispute consultations on claims that the doubling of duties on steel and aluminium were inconsistent
with international trade rules. US has doubled the tariffs in response to Turkey’s rejection of a request to
release an American pastor detained for the past two years for alleged involvement in an abortive military
coup. Turkey has retaliated by imposing tariffs on American products. Meanwhile, U.S. President Donald
Trump ruled out agreeing to any demands from Turkey to gain the release of a detained American pastor.
Turkey has demanded that the United States hand over Fethullah Gulen, a Turkish cleric in the United
States suspected in the coup plot against Erdogan, but the United States has refused the demand.

• Shipping Ministry has signed a new wage agreement benefiting one lakh 35 thousand port and dock
workers and pensioners. The agreement was signed by Shipping Ministry, port officials and workers
federation in Mumbai. The new pact will provide 10.6 percent wage hike to workers and pensioners. The
wage settlement covers Group C and D employees benefitting at least 32,000 workers and 1 lakh pensioners
in 12 major ports across the country. The workers and pensioners will get this benefit for a period of five-
years, beginning January 2017. The total financial implication of the settlement for all the major ports for
serving and pensioners is likely to be about 560 crore rupees per annum.

• Finance Minister Mr. Arun Jaitley has said that India has the potential to be among top three economies of
the world in coming decades. The Minister said this while inaugurating the new office of the Competition
Commission of India in New Delhi yesterdays. He said other economies in the world are growing at a
much lesser rate while the size of India’s economy is enlarging.

• India and Asian Development Bank have signed 346 million dollar loan agreement to improve over 400 km
of State highways in Karnataka. Finance Ministry, in a release said, it will enhance connectivity and access
to economic centres across 12 districts in Karnataka. The loan agreement for the Karnataka State Highways
Improvement Project was inked between Joint Secretary in the Finance Ministry Mr. Sameer Kumar
Khare and County Director of ADB’s India Resident Mission Mr. Kenichi Yokoyama.

• The Reserve Bank expects India’s economic growth rate to grow at 7.4 percent in the current financial
year on pick up in industrial activity and good monsoon. The RBI releasing its annual report in Mumbai said
due to the evolving economic conditions, real GDP growth for 2018-19 is expected to increase to 7.4
percent from 6.7 percent in the previous year. The RBI said its monetary policy will continue to be guided
by the objective of achieving the medium term target for retail inflation of four percent. Agricultural production
is likely to remain strong, growths in industry are strengthening and all other major sectors are reporting
robust sales and improvement in profitability.

• Indian economy grew by 8.2 percent in the first quarter of the current fiscal, the highest in over two years.
The Finance Ministry has exuded confidence that the economy could exceed estimated 7.5 percent growth
in the current fiscal. Attributing the high quarterly performance to reforms and fiscal prudence, Finance
Minister Shri Arun Jaitley said that India’s GDP for the first quarter of this year growing at 8.2 percent in
otherwise an environment of global turmoil represents the potential of New India. Economic Affairs Secretary



DIRECTION
INSTITUTE FOR IAS EXAMINATION

Current Affairs 83

Shri S.C. Garg said that manufacturing sector grew by 13.5 percent which signals very good turnaround in
the sector.

• The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi approved the
umbrella scheme Ocean Services, Technology, Observations, Resources Modeling and Science, O-SMART.
It provides economic benefits to fisheries, offshore industry, coastal states, Defence, Shipping, and Ports,
and is important for achieving various aspects of the Blue Economy. The Cabinet also approved an additional
two percent hike in Dearness Allowance for about 1.1 crore central government employees and pensioners.

• The Centre has set October 2 as deadline for issuance and transfer of shares of all unlisted public companies.
According to Companies Act 2013, a public company is formed by seven persons or more, while for a
private company this number is two or more. If shares of such companies are not traded on a stock
exchange, they are normally called unlisted companies. As on December 20, 2017, there were 11.34 lakh
unlisted companies, out of which more than 66 thousand were unlisted public companies. The new norms
are aimed at these 66,000 plus companies. A release by the Corporate Affairs Ministry said that the
decision regarding mandatory dematerialization (shares in electronic form) has been taken for ‘further
enhancing transparency, investor protection and governance in the corporate sector’.

• Quick Estimates of Index of Industrial Production, IIP for the month of July 2018 was 6.6 percent higher
compared to same period last year. Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation said in a release
that for the month of July 2018, the Indices of Industrial Production for the Mining sector registered 3.7
percent growth, Manufacturing registered 7.0 percent and Electricity sector registered 6.7 percent growth
as compared to July last year. As per Use-based classification, the growth rates in July 2018 over July
2017 are 6.9 percent in Primary goods, 3.0 percent in Capital goods and 8.4 percent in Infrastructure/
Construction Goods. However, Manufacture of paper and paper products, printing and reproduction of
recorded media and machinery and equipment have shown the negative growth.

• Retail inflation fell to a 10-month low of 3.69 percent in August on the back of easing prices of fruits,
vegetables and other food items. It stood below the RBI’s medium-term target of 4 percent this year. The
Consumer Price Index, CPI, based inflation was at 4.17 percent in July. The Central Statistics Office
(CSO) data showed that inflation in the food basket fell significantly to 0.29 percent in August as against
1.37 percent in the previous month.

• The government has proposed amalgamation of Bank of Baroda, Vijaya Bank and Dena Bank to create
India’s 3rd largest globally competitive Bank. Addressing a press conference in New Delhi, Finance Minister
Shri Arun Jaitley said, the amalgamation will increase the banking operations and no employee will face any
service condition adverse to present conditions. Shri Jaitley said government had announced in the budget
that consolidation of banks was also in the agenda of the government. Earlier, the government had merged
five subsidiaries of SBI into State Bank of India.

• A Loan Agreement for IBRD Credit of US $74 million equivalent for the Uttarakhand Workforce
Development Project (UKWDP) was signed with the World Bank. The Loan Agreement was signed by
Mr. Sameer Kumar Khare, Additional Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry of Finance,
Government of India on behalf of the Government of India and Mr. Jorge Coarasa, Acting Country Director,
World Bank (India) on behalf of the World Bank. A Project agreement was also signed by Dr. Iqbal
Ahmed, Additional Secretary, Skill Development employment, Government of Uttarakhand and Mr. Jorge
Coarasa, Acting Country Director, World Bank.
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• The government has increased Customs Duty on 19 items, including jet fuel, ACs and refrigerators to curb
imports of non-essential goods. The Finance Ministry said these changes aim at narrowing the Current
Account Deficit. The total value of imports of these items in the year 2017-18 was about 86 thousand
crore rupees. The government has also announced an import duty of 5 percent on aviation turbine fuel.

• Union Finance Minister Mr. Arun Jaitley has said the Non Performing Assets are on the decline in the
country as recoveries have picked up in the Public Sector Banks. Addressing media after the annual review
meeting with Public Sector Bank’s chiefs in New Delhi, Mr. Jaitley said, the debtors of banks are paying up
in anticipation of Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code being applied on them. The Minister also said the credit
growth has significantly moved upwards and the lending ability of banks is much better. He also said the
government will launch a financial inclusion index for the states.

• The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs enhanced MSP for Rabi Crops of the current season. MSP
for Wheat has been increased by 105 rupees to 1840 rupees per quintal. This is 112.5 percent above the
cost of production of 866 rupees per quintal. Barley will earn an MSP of 1440 per quintal for farmers, up
30 rupees, which is 67.4% above the cost of 860 per quintal. Gram brings in an MSP of Rs. 4620 per
quintal, up 220 rupees, yielding a 75.2 percent return on cost of Rs. 2637. Similarly MSP of masur is up
225 rupees per quintal at 4475 giving a return of 76.7 percent on 2532 rupees cost. The MSP for rapeseed
and mustard has increased by 200 rupees per quintal at 4200 yielding a return of 89.9% on 2212 rupees
cost. Safflower is up by 845 rupees per quintal at 4945 rupees per quintal. The return is 50.1% of a cost
of 3294 rupees per quintal.

• Union Finance Minister Mr. Arun Jaitley said that there are some more steps on the anvil to narrow the
current account deficit and bolster forex inflows. He also said that there are huge avenues for Indian
economy growth in the next 10-20 years. Speaking at a summit in New Delhi, Mr. Jaitley said that most
currencies are weakening against the dollar and it’s a global phenomenon. He added that India’s ability to
maintain the current growth rate for a decade or two is reasonably certain. Enunciating some of the steps
taken recently, he said the government has cut the borrowing target for the current fiscal by Rs 70,000
crore rupees and allowed oil companies to raise USD 10 billion US dollars in one year.

• The government cut excise duty on jet fuel to 11 per cent from current 14 per cent in a bid to give relief to
the aviation industry that has been hit hard by high fuel prices. A notification issued by the Revenue
Department of the Finance Ministry said the excise duty on aviation turbine fuel, ATF change will come into
force with immediate effect.

• An IMF study says gender diversity is likely to boost productivity growth including in countries like India.
The Research Paper said women bring new skills to the workplace. In the paper, IMF said the progress
has been made in increasing female labour force participation in the past two decades. The paper asserted
that gender diversity is likely to be beneficial to productivity growth, including countries like India, because
women bring new skills to the workplace. It said reducing female underemployment should yield greater
gains than an equivalent increase in male employment.

• The Final G-20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors Meeting under the 2018 Argentine
Presidency and the final BRICS Deputies Meeting under the 2018 South African Chairmanship were held
on 11th -12th October 2018 in Bali, Indonesia on the sidelines of the IMF/Fund Bank Annual Meetings.
The deliberations in the G-20 FMCBG meeting centered on key risks facing the global economy, enhancing
a resilient international financial architecture, financing infrastructure development, progress on compact
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with Africa as well as streamlining of the GPFI process. Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs (DEA),
Ministry of Finance, Government of India, Shri Subhash Chandra Garg in his interventions indicated that
the risks related to trade tensions, financial vulnerabilities and oil prices have materialized and are having
major impact on the Emerging Market Economies.

• CEOs and Experts from the Oil and Gas sector, from both India and abroad, met Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Oct 15, 2018. Interacting with the global leaders of the energy sector, Prime Minister highlighted
the significant positioning of India in the oil and gas market. He noted that the oil market is producer driven;
and both the quantity and prices are determined by the oil producing countries. Though there is enough
production, the unique features of marketing in the oil sector have pushed up the oil prices. Prime Minister
Modi made a strong case for a partnership between the producers and consumers, in the oil market, as it
exists in other markets. This will help stabilize the global economy which is on path of recovery. Union
Ministers Shri Arun Jaitley and Shri Dharmendra Pradhan; Vice-Chairman NITI Aayog Dr. Rajiv Kumar
and senior officials from the Union Government and NITI Aayog were also present at the interaction.

• Continuing the practice of placing key statistics relating to direct tax collections and administration in public
domain, the Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has further released time-series data as updated up to
FY 2017-18 and income distribution data for AY 2016-17 and AY 2017-18. There is a constant growth
in direct tax-GDP ratio over last three years and the ratio of 5.98% in FY 2017-18 is the best DT-GDP
ratio in last 10 years. There is a growth of more than 80% in the number of returns filed in the last four
financial years from 3.79 crore in FY 2013- 14 (base year) to 6.85 crore in FY 2017-18. The number of
persons filing return of income has also increased by about 65% during this period from 3.31 crore in FY
2013-14 to 5.44 crore in FY 2017-18.

• The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given
its approval for creation of special Fisheries and Aquaculture Infrastructure Development Fund (FIDF).
The approval entails an estimated fund size of Rs. 7,522 crore, comprising Rs. 5,266.40 crore to be raised
by the Nodal Loaning Entities (NLEs), Rs. 1,316.6 crore beneficiaries’ contribution and Rs. 939.48 crore
budgetary supports from the Government of India. National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development
(NABARD), National Cooperatives Development Corporation (NCDC) and all scheduled Banks
(hereinafter referred to as Banks) shall be the nodal Loaning Entities.

• Collections from Goods and Services Tad crossed one lakh crore rupees mark for the second time since
its launch in July last year. The government said the total gross GST revenue collected in October 2018 is
Rs. 1 lakh 710 crore. In the previous month, the GST revenue was Rs. 94,000 crore. GST revenue had
last crossed one lakh crore rupees mark in April this year. Union Finance Minister Mr. Arun Jaitley said
revenue collection under GST has grown because of lower rates, lesser evasion, higher compliance, only
one tax and negligible interference by taxation authorities.

• Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi addressed the ‘Make in India: India-Japan partnership in Africa and
digital partnership’ seminar in Tokyo. The Prime Minister explained how the Union Government is focused
on improving ease of doing business, and ease of living for the citizens. He expressed happiness at the large
presence of Japanese companies in India. Noting that Japan has been a partner in many important industrial
projects in India, the Prime Minister explained the strength of India’s economic performance over the last
four years. He said India is today the fastest growing major economy. He mentioned other major transitions
in the Indian economy, including the move from informal to formal economy, digital transactions and GST
etc.
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• Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has said that every GST registered Micro, Small and Medium Enterprise,
MSME, will be given a rebate of 2 percent interest on the amount of a new loan or incremental loan upto
one crore rupees. Announcing a series of measures during the launch of MSME Support and Outreach
programme in New Delhi, Shri Modi said, the government has also decided to increase interest subvention
on pre and post shipment credit for exports by MSMEs from 3 percent to 5 percent. He said, loan of upto
one crore rupees will be sanctioned for MSME sector in 59 minutes. Shri Modi said, all the companies
which have a turnover above 500 million, will now be required to bring them on Trade Receivables, e-
Discounting System, so that MSME’s do not have problems in cash flow.

• The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has given
‘in principle’ approval for strategic disinvestment of 100% Government of India’s shares in DCIL to
consortium of four ports namely, Vishakhapatnam Port Trust, Paradeep Port Trust, Jawahar Lal Nehru
Port Trust and Kandla Port Trust. Presently the Government of India holds 73.44% shares in Dredging
Corporation of India Limited.

• India has been elected as a Member of the International Telecommunications Union (ITU) Council for
another 4-year term (2019-2022). The elections to the Council were held during the ongoing ITU
Plenipotentiary Conference 2018 at Dubai, UAE. By securing 165 votes, India ranked third among the 13
countries elected to the Council from the Asia-Australasia region, and eighth among the 48 countries
elected to the Council globally. The ITU has 193 member states who elect representatives to the Council.

• The Union Minister for Textiles, Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani has exhorted Cotton Textiles Export Promotion
Council (TEXPROCIL) to reach out to the MSME players in the sector who constitute 35% of the
Council’s membership, so that they know that banking institutions have been given a mere 59 minutes to
give in-principle approval for loans to small traders and organizations. She expressed the hope that
TEXPROCIL will play an important role in giving suggestions in cotton textile environment, as regards the
6,000 crore rupees package announced by the Prime Minister for technology upgradation in MSME
sector. The Minister was speaking at the presentation of Export Awards 2017 - 18 of the Council, in
Mumbai.

• Export of raw sugar from India to China will begin early next year. A contract for exporting 50,000 tonnes
of raw sugar has been entered to by the Indian Sugar Mills Association (ISMA) and COFCO, a Government
of China run public sector company. This is due to the initiative taken by the Ministry of Commerce and
several rounds of meetings held by officials of both countries the import of raw sugar has materialized now.
India plans to export 2 MT of raw sugar to China beginning from next year. Raw sugar is the second
product after non-basmati rice that China will import from India. It is a move to reduce the USD 60 billion
trade deficit that China has with India. India is the largest producer of sugar in the world with 32 MMT
production in 2018.

• Retail inflation fell to a one-year low of 3.31 percent in October on the back of cheaper kitchen staples,
fruits and protein-rich items. Official data showed that the inflation based on the consumer Price Index
(CPI) was 3.7 percent in September 2018 and 3.58 percent in October 2018. The retail inflation number
is the lowest since September 2017 when it touched 3.28 percent. However, inflation based on wholesale
prices, WPI rose to a four-month high of 5.28 percent in October. The Wholesale Price Index based
inflation stood at 5.13 percent in September and 3.66 percent in October last year.
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• India’s exports grew by 17.86 percent to 26.98 billion dollar in October this year. Commerce Ministry, in
the release, said, India’s exports stood at 22.89 billion dollar in October last year. The sectors which
recorded healthy growth include petroleum, engineering, chemicals, Pharma and gems and jewellery sector.
During the April-October period of the current fiscal, exports grew by 13.27 percent to 191 billion dollar.
The Ministry said imports during October also rose by 17.62 percent to over 44 billion dollar. Oil imports
in October increased by 52.64 percent and electronics goods by 31 percent.

• The Prime Minister of India launched a Grand Challenge on resolving seven identified Ease of Doing
Business problems with the use of cutting edge technologies. The objective of this Challenge is to tap the
potential of young Indians, startups and other private enterprises to provide solutions to complex problems
using current technology. The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, at a programme organized at his residence,
on November 19, interacted with select CEOs from Indian & foreign companies. The Prime Minister
apprised CEOs of the efforts being made by the Government to ensure that India consistently improves its
business environment. The Prime Minister reiterated his resolve to make India one of the easiest places to
conduct business in the world. He congratulated all government officials from the reforming Ministries and
Departments as well as states & municipal corporations for their achievements in the last 4 years and
exhorted them to work towards reforms with greater zeal and energy. „

• The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
approved continuation of the nine sub-schemes of the umbrella scheme “Atmosphere & Climate Research-
Modeling Observing Systems & Services (ACROSS)” during 2017-2020 at an estimated cost of Rs.
1450 crore. It will be implemented by the Ministry of Earth Sciences through its institutes namely India
Meteorological Department (IMD), Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology (IITM), National Centre for
Medium Range Weather Forecasting (NCMRWF), and Indian National Centre for Ocean Information
Service (INCOIS). The CCEA also approved establishment of National Facility for Airborne Research
(NFAR) with a financial commitment of Rs 130 crore during 2020-21 and beyond.

• The Union Minister of Civil Aviation and Commerce & Industry, Suresh Prabhu, and Minister of State for
Civil Aviation, Jayant Sinha launched the upgraded version of AirSewa 2.0 web portal and mobile app in
New Delhi. Speaking on this occasion the Civil Aviation Minister said that a need was felt for development
of an upgraded version of AirSewa to provide a superior user experience with enhanced functionalities.
Major improvements include features such as secure sign-up and log-in with social media, chatbot for
travelers support, improved grievance management including social media grievances, real-time flight status
and details of flight schedule. The upgrade and improved version of AirSewa operates through an interactive
web portal as well as through a mobile app for both android and iOS platforms and will offer passengers
a convenient and hassle-free air travel experience. The web portal and application will help to capture air
travelers’ feedback for policy interventions.

• Shri Nitin Gadkari, Union Minister for Shipping, Road Transport & Highways, Water Resources, River
Development & Ganga Rejuvenation has said that India endorses the growth of the Blue Economy in a
sustainable, inclusive and people centered manner through the framework of the Indian Ocean Rim
Association (IORA). He said the Blue Economy remains a critical aspect of India’s economic development
agenda, and more than 95% of our trade is being carried on by sea. The Minister was speaking at the
Sustainable Blue Economy Conference in Nairobi. Kenya hosted the two-day conference with Canada
and Japan as co-hosts.
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• National Projects Construction Corporation (NPCC) Limited has been conferred with the status of
Miniratna: Category-I by the Government of India. The empowerment of Miniratna Status to NPCC will
help the company in taking speedy decisions by enhancing the delegation of powers to the Board. NPCC,
a schedule ‘B’ CPSE under the administrative control of Ministry of Water Resources RD & GR, has also
been awarded ISO 9001-2016 Certification. The Corporation, incorporated in 1957, is a premier
construction company having mandate with creation of infrastructure to provide impetus for economic
development of the country.

• The total Gross GST revenue collected in the month of November 2018 is Rs. 97,637 crore of which
CGST is Rs. 16,812 crore. SGST is Rs. 23,070 crore, IGST is Rs. 49,726 core (including Rs. 24,133
crore collected on imports) and Cess is Rs. 8,031 crore (including Rs. 842 core collection on imports).
The total number of GSTR 3B Returns filed for the month of October up to 30th November 2018 is 69.6
lakh. The government has settled Rs. 18,262 crore to CGST and Rs. 15,704 crore to SGST from IGST
as regular settlement. The total revenue earned by Central Government and the State Governments after
regular settlement in the month of November, 2018 is Rs. 35,073 crore for CGST and Rs. 38,774 crore
for the SGST. Rs. 11,922 crore has been released to the states as GST compensation for the months of
August-September 2018.

• The Reserve Bank of India has maintained status quo in its latest policy announcement, a move to maintain
liquidity in the system in the backdrop of easing crude prices and a rebound in the rupee from record lows.
On the basis of an assessment of the current and evolving macroeconomic situation, RBI, in the fifth bi-
monthly monetary policy statement, kept the repo rate, the rate at which the central bank lends money to
commercial banks, under the liquidity adjustment facility (LAF) unchanged at 6.50 percent, for the second
consecutive time this year.

• The Civil Aviation Ministry has announced, it has started the registration process for drone operators in the
country, to be done through a portal called ‘Digital Sky’. The government, in August, had put in place
regulations for operations of remotely piloted aircraft, to come into effect from December 1. Under these
norms, drone users will be required to do one-time registration of their drones. They will also need to
register the pilots of drones as well as their owners.

• The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, chaired a high-level meeting to review progress with regard to
‘Ease of Doing Business’. The meeting was attended by senior Union Ministers related to economic matters
Maharashtra Chief Minister Shri Devendra Fadnavis; Lieutenant Governor of Delhi Shri Anil Baijal; and
senior officials from the Union Government, Maharashtra Government and Delhi Government. The Prime
Minister was briefed on progress being made on various parameters related to Ease of Doing Business.
Subjects such as construction permits, enforcement of contracts, registering property, starting a business,
getting electricity, getting credit, and resolving insolvency came up for discussion. India’s rise in the World
Bank ‘Doing Business’ ranking from 142 to 77, over the last four years, was taken note of. Officials
explained the steps being taken to plug shortcomings and resolve bottlenecks in implementing business
reforms.
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